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HAP. XXXV. au MN 
Set out the next day in the Derby 
machine. A clergyman was my fel 

ow traveller; a clergyman! What lan- 

guage could I talk to ſuch a man? K 

civility required him to begin the con- 

verſation, I held my tongue, in expecta- 
tion he would not make me long wait for 
it. In the mean time I ſurveyed him clan- 
deſtinely from head to foot. He was ele- 

Vor. II. gently | 


* 
\ re 
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| gantly ſhaped, butnothandſome.. Hizeyes 
had the fire of youth—there was Wit in 


bas countenance, and ſenſibility in his fea- | 


_ tures; but he had ſo much of the religious 
man about him, that Nature ſeemed to 
have only the ſecondary place in his heart. 
Whenever my looks glanced upon him, a 

bluſh enlivened his cheek. We ſat next 
to one another; but though there was 
room enough for three, he ſqueezed him- 
ſelf up in his corner, as if I were. infected 
with an epidemical diſtemper. We rode | 
two miles as modern married people do, 

looking different ways. At laſt, my vs- 

4 hope, Sir, you are not dumb“ 
He looked at me wu EY and ad 
verity. Moog bfg 
F „I am not, e ' Ar de M 
I was afraid you were 
A . SR 


THE" CHILD OF NATURE. 3 


He turned his head with ien 
our converſation ended. M 
„ What a dull animal have: 1 W 
he will neither talk nor look That man, 
ſure, is not fond of a pretty face l muſt 
divert myſelf at his expence, 8 — 


not amuſe himſelf at mine. 
« May 1 preſume to aſk, cis ; 


I am to „eee eee 
aue, 

« Your wit, Miſs, is no diſgrace to 
me! hate to talk upon trifles . 
Do you think, Sir, that trifles ate 


the only wit of a woman?! 
eee n is of n0 conſe | 
quence,” : 


Tour matey, Si, tan e | 


for your reproach of my ſex.” 


am forry . 1 have no other to 


4 1 1 
make.“ ee ods as 
B 2 | 2 
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Does the derzyman among diet 
1 of a gentleman? ?: 
do not — re pov 
00 you mean? 2925 Tt 
mean, Sir, A555 the ſeverity'6F. 
clergyman's morals, you ought to add the 
behaviour of a gentleman. Why do.you 
refuſe to do juſtice to women? -ů ot 
What does it matter, Whether 1. be 
* or wrong in my opinion of them? 
It is, undoubtediy, of no matter to 
hs Bur" is there any glory in being 
ought ridiculous, or a fool? Were you 

a biſhop, you might indulge your ſpleen 
againſt any ſpecies, male or female, that 
would not pleaſe your fancy; but you 
are a young clergyman, probably ip want 
- of preferment. The ſpleen of the biſnop 
might be miſtaken for vildom—in you, 
* it is the characteriſtic of folly. I 
e © of imagine 


_ 


a6 or BAT unk: +. 


imagine it is not with ſuch characteriſtics 
that clergymen are promoted in this age. 
250 Gad forbid I ſhould ever be indebted 
to hypoeriſy for my promotion in the 
church! NO bonn mall ever; boaſt 1 


1 protection 7 


40 If you are bot rich, eee | 
in n ui np e der i it at un, 
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a the intereſt of perſons/in ** i 


power? As, I ſuppoſe, you have not the 


ambition of being an original, you have 


very likely found in thoſe univerſities ex- 
amples to confirm your expectations. 
Tou would be a wit, Miſe? ?“ 


Sir I not I, indeed! L am but a wo- 


man I can talk only upon trifles, ein 
Tour trifles, Miſs; have too much of 
the ſarcaſtical turn— lt does not become 


eri B 3 a woman 


1 


* 
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' © benen ts break 1 upon objects ſhe 
ought to reſpect. ? © OT; Vi 125% | 
1 Be conſiſtent with b youth. 
| either” give me leave to be a ttiſler, or 
ſuffer me to appear à woman of ſenſe. 
What part will you have me to aer, 
„ Neither? 1 10 
Abe pon bh head va af chit acid 
The brute!” was I going to exclaim. 
Now, Sir, I have diſcovered the cauſe 


of your eee 
Sir. — 
And I took him by the Nleeve. 

Tell me whether I am right.” 

« And ſo, dung. you will nor let your 
tongue reſt.” A AE i 
No, tll T have made you a fend 0 

| b. eral * 

Done ater your an ou ll 

| have that honour | 3.42%. ri 


* 8 J 


THE CHILD, or NATURE, 7 
41 . captemg-olf them, 


ae 
r | 
« You will rin itn icon” 

r 


Aa deen e pitreingtes 
of your repartees. Where the deuce have 
you got they brilliaat and happy v 

„ Fye,/ Miſa, you ſwear.” { _ 
„e harps n lein ee = 
tenance: N, mode ena ee, | 
« Fooliſh girl!” · 
He burſt iato.langhter, - 
« Witty man!?! | 
And J ecchoed his ha! ha! hat 
« You are abſolucely decermined, Mib, k 
to torment my ears with your idle tittle- 
_ tattle,” | : EEE 
* Lam-—And 40 convince you-of it, I 
will return to the ſubje& from which your 
B 4 may 
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* Ws —— 
tay" i dhwetted me. bur Pfepunes 
againſt my ſex, proceed fibi the il dfüge 
you have met with from ſome of them 
You have been in love!? 141185 1 VU 


iin lobe! If you repear the word, | 
ein cal to the eee and læave 
Jou.“ Matin ae 
Lare ea dür; r wi ce 
it, You have been in love. Nay, 1 

ay more To . 
and that is the real ons of f ye ville 
to women.“ Ai . allt 
« Miſs, you are ne R 
He ſtopped, and darted ſuch a 166k 0 
% Come, Sir, I will ſpeak the word yet 


are aſhamed to prohounce—Imipudtnce— 
Is it not it? Fe „en en, 
* am glad you have anderttbeth f me.” 
* I am impudent for telling you, you 
have not been loved. What! have yo 
8 8 © .- 2 


#, 


HE, CHILD, OP Muff. 
: vanity. abqut-you ? pong. 
vnd, f did not think that was a paſſion à 
religiousclergyman could indulge. - Every 


day I am taught ſomething new... 


Good God! how, ſhe talks. Miſs, 


what bapp Sons * . en = 
viſit ?“ S371 9 * oy 


«66 KAI yp Axe you: 
going ſo far 89 *. 11 2bhd 2 . %4Y as 
Not qu quite. 293 ee eee ir vel 


4 Lou are, perhaps, curate of t the Pa 
59 7 » 

riſh. | 4 $238" fat DO ATTYEy of 

« No.” 


An he beta ed an indignation at the 


queſtion, I. made.—0 vanity | yanity !: 


. 
CY 


10 "That, man, ſure, 1 18 an hypocrite,” ſaid IL F | 


IE vi 


to myſelf, * ſince be is tainted with og 
vice of vanity.” 


2 I will = you, Sir, "wich bur one- 


F 


queſtign more Who are you 4 ” 


III); 
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Sites _haplain' to Lord .* 
thought chat monkeys had 3 
been ſubſtituted for clergymen, in the 
houſes of noblemen— Are they not in 
faſhion at Lord M — s“ “ 

f Lord! lord t lord !?? - 1 . F 
It was lucky that the coach ſtopped; 
for I believe he would: have leaped out of 
it, at the riſk of falling under the wheels, 
Coachman k coachman !* etied he, 
wich the accent of a man . by 
| thieves or murderers, + & wk | 
Are you mad, Sie d a os 
imprudence that may cauſe you to repent— 
The reputation of a virtuous woman is 

not to be the victim of your whims.” 
Lou a virtuous woman !?! 

How readily theſe devotees challenge 

the virtue of women! 


„ 255 Though. 


ur CHILD or NATURE. 17 


Sir, are more humble than yours, I believe, 
however, they are better founded you ſee 

me ſuch as I am-] am afraid I ſee you 

the reverſe of what you are.“ e 


He ee up — 


. 


* 


e ney 


companion faid he had n chat he 
wanted him for. 
I ſmiled. 
7 glaſs of Libon,” wat 
the coachman . t Sin, treat you 
with a glaſs I”. 
No anſwen. 
„Pray, Sin, 410 you alla be your 
reply to the coschman?ꝰ . 5 
« You made it neceſſary, Nin 5 
Aud ſo religion approves of 4 noceſ- 
B 6 fary 


* 3 _ * 


- 


fi 
* b 


wif ke 


/ You have better qualities than, at firſt, 1 


when you come at Lord M s. They 
can no lont er ſerve you with me. 


. 22 eri Vp 1 rere. 
did not Kino Mint 63 


thought 1 you were endowed. with—you are 


| ain, ahd can ſport with truth — that is 
tufficient to make you proſper in the 


world. Come, away with your hypocri. 
tical looks - you will reaſſume them again, 


The ſmile, and the look, which accom- 
panied my words, demanded the * | 


bf his countenance—he made it. 


«Tt would avail me nothing to be angry 
at your impertinence—1 will indulge it— 


| talk from this to Kegworth, I will put 


* 


- 


off the character of a e 1 


% eee | 

« ] am.” ** 0 
* Now that you have deprived me of 
the 


# — 23 


Ny - 
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- 
= 
* 
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J * 
=> 


the temptation that made me talk, I baye 


in 10 vou. 1 
True woman, by all that ĩs good le 
I warbled a tune, and 3 

vo deed ee foi fn 
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Worte gs aan 


qynars 3 were I not armed 
with, to ſuffer the impertinence - 
| of IO to change him from the 
man of religion into the man of Natute. 
It was now my moment to return him the 
compliment of indifference. Upon that 
behaviour only I could depend upon a 
| complete triumph over him.' Why did 
my vanity. pant after a triumph over that 
man? Why did that vanity, without the 
help of my heart, mark my deportment 
with the defire of pleaſing ? Women 
his. contempt of you, and the offenſive 
ſingularity of his conduct towards me, 
were the cauſes of that vanity and deſire. 
Had: he ated the man of gallantry, he 
might have given me a diſlike to him. In 
8 * 8 the 


ruf curl or NATURE. "5 


the n a young —— not 
to have a poor compliment paid to my 


charms! Not to be eſteemed an object 8 
worthy of his attention and reſpect ! Was 
that an injury my pride could forgive? 


Was I not lovely in his eyes ? He talked 
of religion and virtue, when I attempted 


was not provoking. 1 do not know What 


yet untaught by experience, beware of 
the inſenſibility of men ! it is one of the 


innocence z and, perhaps, the only or 


you are not able to oppoſe, or to conques. 
The man who loves ou, is not ſo dan- 


gerous to your virtue, as the man who, 
by his indifference, ſpeaks the ſatire of 
your beauty. It is not what we have, 


: : 1 8 - 1 4 , * | 1 


. 4 


16 rut CHILD OF NATURES: 


but what we have not, that can make 
happy. Like the ambitious man, who 
diſdains what he poſſeſſes, to chaſe what 
is denied him; we commonly ſcorn the 
lover we have fined in our train, for the 
man 0 ares to defy our pomer, and : 
ſtand in defence of his liberty. What 
advantages unknown to us, does not get 
a m acquainted with the female heart? 
All our paſſions are at his command; he 
may work them at his pleaſure. We are, 
een New a piece of mechaniſm, hpſe 
. 6 | 
ways the patience requiſite to finiſſi the 
plan they have deſigned. L uckily for us, 
a paſſion reſtores us often to our feaſon, 
at the very minute we had taken leave 


a (32 ge eri 10% ew | $136}: 10 
| N oil 


0 


__ mputbi@nitiipiorimaroRin hi 
— didre lawns 


1 was: tempted to) love him. Prudess 
fence A do not ride for yo It, 
I was ſtill Warbling the tune; hen che 


clergyttian-begged to know whether therg 


were . 85 


I did not anſwer.. 
6 Iowilk not, n peel r5e TS, 


my conduRt—it'was rude, and/unbecom- | 


ing a gentleman—1 ought to have leſt 
my character behind; and 1 vi 


Fe ſtopped. HW Horn egen Ad fy 


And bete father been guilty of a 
breach of decorum, than of a breach of 
manners. Tou are the firſt woman who 


made me ſo Lane ſenſible of MF 
folly? WO" 7 T9100 2 i gofheg & 


„What! you heyy alſo the true ſpirit 


of ſatire! with that talenc you ent 
to 3 : 


6 Do 


1 Tus CHILD. OF NATURE. 


: do not deſery in my werde a.meuning 
I did not een eee 
5 fn peraps, 3 
Charmingly ſpoken, upon my ho- 
nour |--Pray. go 00, Sir a few more of 
theſe flattering complimente.—I neither 
— Ry 
of the belt zeſt,” 
I * Gan thers be ey jeſt in ra 
Philoſophical reflectians could not, ſo 
ſoon, be the death of ridicule, as a ſmart 
repartee. Judge me- not, n bs 
my paſt behaviour to u.“ 
0 e 1 think, Si, i t os enn 
queens". aig, 
 « Your anſwer mig So more ob 
ing.“ 5 
+1 e eee 
make. a 
f F Does 


T GID OF-/NATUBE. 1g 


| * Docs my offence intitle you * re- 
428 it?“ 
1 + 1 ee nderind pu-. 5 
you mean?? 
I have Facet —_ th ee 
you n it n will not em- 
Then he 8 Ms ci his 
corner, and was {0 bold as to warble the 
very tune I had amuſed myſelf with. I 
was pigued—my ſpite was nigh appearing 
in my looks. The fellow 1” exclaimed 
I inwardly—he. fears my wit, more than 
he loves my . perſon. Out of -reſpe&t: for 
himſelf, he attempted an apology—that 
I might forget his fooliſh behaviour, and 
not turn him into ridicule, he conde- 
ſcended to bribe my vanity, with the ap- 
pearance of a deſire of my pardon. I 

fancied that ſenſibility was the cauls-of 
100 „ the 


Su 


. "THE cm or mn 


1 the alteration in his. condu-=That be 
bo” 8 talked to pleaſe— That he could ho waer 
deny his ſenſibility the erjoyinent of the 
_ delightful emotions my charms had invo· 
luntarily raiſed in his breaſt. It was a 
dream of my vanity; yet his accents were 


of the heart 1—He may difſenible his feel- 
Ings, 10 avoid the Mame of \feakiiting 
them in vain,—A clergyman, though a 


rake in his heart, has the digtifty'of tis 
profeſſion to ſupport—He would not en- 


o 
what the dignity of his profeſſion is to 


will talk —if be does o God haye 
mercy upon me 1 


The 


ſo tender, ſo expreſſive of the language 


{ poſe his foible, at the hazard of its heing | 


him? He is a man—if he loves we, he. 


| We remained half ati hwy fleas, mo- 
ang, very likely, upon the ſame ſybjet. : 


THE chtI D or "NAT UE. 1 ; 


The religious man was no longer in the 
countenance of my companion. Ten 


times he turned his head towards me, and 
opened his lips, as often my diſdainful 
mien cloſed them * 25 Ay he 
grew impatient.” : 

The eſteem, Miſs, & a woman of 
your exquiſite wit and underſtanding, is 


a felicity I beg you would grant me. 
Your dreſs is fo equivocal, that, at firſt 


ſight, - 1:did not, know what claſs among 


women you belonged to: the virtuous and 


the libertine have an equal pretenſion to 
it. Lou began t the converſation i in a man- 
ner which diſagreed with. my character, 
and the decency of a diſcreet woman— 
it was no encouragement for a man who, 
is tender of his honour and, reputation. 


To ſpare myſelf the trouble of partak- 


ing yu EROS I put on the only 
looks 


I 
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22 THE mb or NATURE.” 
looks that could free me from it. My 
maſk, far from frightening you, added to 
your ſprightlineſs - Wit graced your jeſts 
—In ſpite of myſelf I was pleaſed, tho, 
at the ſame time, I ſhewed you the greateſt 
contempt. The decency of your man- 
ners, the delicacy of your expreſſions, have 
forced me to repent the injuſtice I did you, 
and to diveſt myſelf of the borrowed cha- 
rafter I had aſſumed.” e 

« What a Proteus you are! how na- 
turally you acted the bigot! how readily 


you play every part you chuſe to perform 
ſuch a flexibility in your character, does 


not encourage a confidence in you=oT pity 
the woman whom love will tempt to have 
a fuith in your ſincerity.” ke ae 
Have you not told un 
ace | | i, HT 61 


2 „1 hare 


run cniIo or NATURE. oh 


«] have not told you that you would 
not beſo,” 
I am reſolved not o ery the experi- | 
ment. Women are generally ſo falſe? 
“Men are generally ſo inconſtant, that 
] have formed 1 ſame reſolution you 
have.“ 
«© There are exceptions,” | 
« Undoubtedly there are; but what 
man will not be an exception to the ge- 


neral rule? You would not, I W n 
be comprehended in it.“ 

«© No, certainly, ſince I do not dcferve 
that diſgrace.” 

« Well, that is the language of all 
men—hear them—they are all honeſt, ſin- 
cere, conſtant. Have they pleafed? they 
immediately offer the contraft of the pic- 
ture they had drawn of themſelves.” | 

A woman of ſenſe diſtinguiſhes ea- 

8 | ſily 


24 Tur CHILD or NATURE, 


ſihy between the impoſtor and 0 man of 

honour.” “ 5 
27760 A. woman of. ſenſe | in han cannot 
make ſuch a diſtinction; ſhe is then the 
ſlave of her ſenſes, and is ging: upon 


errors.“ 
60 A man ee, himſelf i in his Wel. 


viour.“ « 
1 the eye of the ;ndifferens, Ves 
to that of his miſtreſs, No. We ſel- 
dom ſe faults in the objects we like.— 
Love is like modern painters—flattering— | 
never painting to the life.” 
« know not which to admire the 
moſt, whether your charms or your wit.” 
4 E Oh, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant— | 
truce with your gallantry—1 am not dif- 
| poſed to liſten to it. Never will I — 
or be love. 1 
As women are to me, what n men are 
f e 


i * 
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ro eee eee, 1 | 


ſolution.” 


Let it be G- What fine weather — | 
Are we far from Kegworth ! R 


No, Miſs, we are in fight of it.” 
A few minutes after we ſtopped at the 
G » A k x 1 2 


« 1 will force thee to recant,“ ſaid Ito 
myſelf, as he helped me out of the coach, 
I looked for the ſamethought in his eyes 


ALE I Toy defcried indifference | in a them, 


% 
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W E nd, at pr inn, three men and 
Mo woman, who had he phos! in 

the r machine. 

« Miſs,” ſaid the clergyman, 6 1 hate 
a dinner, which cannot ſatisfy our appetite, 
bur at the expence of our taſte, t is yet 
very early — there are but twelve miles 
from this to Aſh—have you any objection 
to a dinner by ourſelves, and to a poſt- 
Chaiſe to Mrs. P——s f?“ ; | 

« Not the leaſt, Sir; eſpecially when I 
am to be with a man, who has ſworn an 
enmity to love.” 

« We have no need of his company to 
be happy.” WY 

« It is my e beſpeak the 


dinner; I'll wait for you in this pants? 


I vent 
1 „ 


THE CHILD" or NATURE, 2 
I went” to the glaſs, un wut er ng Li No 
need of love to be happy rue ia "a 
as uſual, told me I was lovely, ad Fa. 
really the more fo, * as my companion Ws 
obſtinately bent on refuſing to do me juſ- 


tice. I took off my cloak, which mur- 
dered the graces of my ſhape, and threw - 


ſo careleſsly a gauze over my boſom,” that 


it was rather an enticement to the eye, 
than an obſtacle to it. | 


The clergyman found me at the 81015 3 
he ſat upon the corner of a table, Gt Ef 


ſtood between it and me. 
« What a ſhape! What io 
His eyes uttered the word boſom. 


« Sir, 2 * 


muſt not flatter.” 
«© can certainly praife what I admire z 


it is an homage the moſt indifferent” man 


is obliged to pay.” 


ar © | C 2 | « It 
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It is an homage an indifferent woman 
wil not receive. My perſon, does r not de- 
4 ſerve a compliment.” | 
It does indeed! and I will pay it.” 

Tou will? Well, let me hear then, 
how a clergyman can expreſs himſelf upon 
the ſubject. I think that, without love, 
a man can neither be eloquent, nor enter- 
taining, upon it. Would not that man 
be ridiculous, who, not being a connoiſ- 
ſeur, ſhould talk of painting who, hav- 
ing no taſte, ſhould talk of muſic? To 
are that man — believe me. Seek for a 


ſubje& more adapted to your wit,” - \ 


« You are right; my praiſe would 


want that energy, a lover only can give. 


et 
Do not attempt what you cannot ex- 


ecute. Should you prove an inſignificant 


orator, I would heartily laugh at you.“ 


pt 
WI 


bre 


He paſſed his arms round my wailt, 
and preſumed to give me a kiſs. 

« That manner of praiſing, Sir, does 
not become you—a clergyman, who 
talked ſo much of virtue.“ * 

« The paſt ought to be en 

That cannot be, when the preſent 


man can give a kiſs to a woman he does 
not love how a clergyman eſpecially, 


. a young woman!“ 
| 8 Like you, I * how that hap- 
pens.” — 

« It is fooliſh — * 


wine do you chuſe to drink ?” 


% White port.“ 
He rang the bell. A bottle was 
brought. He helped me to a glaſs. 
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forces it upon my mind. I wonder how a 


can, ſo wantonly, alarm the 1 2 of 


Nothing can be more b —Wbar 


3 T 


— — ̃ ͤ é 7«³ N. ̃ v CE 
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. | "lf 10 — 
He heſitated, _ 
„To what, 1 
To the pleaſures of indifference,” 
I pledged him.—He walked in the par- 
leur. r. | 
« I have 9 handfamer women han 
you.” ' 4 The 
I ſmiled, _ $014 
I make no doubt of it, Sir.“ | 
gut never one ſo 1 and 
lovely.“ | 
« I dropped a curtſey—He 1000 
and ſaid 
« Do you know what love is“ 
I wiſh you would give me a deſcrip- 
tion of it—I know nothing of the matter.” 
« Nor I.” 
And he walked again. 
“ Wit, united to ne is a . 
ſeducer. 


N 4 * 


« Merit, 


„ 
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« Merit, in an amiable man, is not 
leſs dangerous.“ . ING N 
« Have you ever met with fuch a man? 
« Have you ever met with ſuch! a wo- 
man? N | FIT 10 Z ' E 
Jour curioſity I cannot gratify. 
« Your queſtion 1 cannot aſe.” 
« Your name?“ * 6 | 
And he ane n en ie» | 
ſigh. | | ! 
Fanny Ramſay. Tours f- = 


. 5 * 1 


* William Wobby.“ e N 


l 
J 
i 
* 
= 
[ 
| 
| 
N 
* 


A few minutes le 150k, now 
and then, on both ſides, which ſignified 
fomething, and nothing. TI IR 

« You have an extremely pretty hand. 


Such a little tempting foot l never aw in ; 
my life.“ | 
Have you not, jeally' a 


And I burſt into laughter. 
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Pray remember you are a clergy- 
man, and that you are reſolved not to love. 
If you will have me remember it, on 
net make me forget it.” | 
Where have you learned ſo much 
gallantry Ef +1 
« With you; I have had no oth 
maſter, 9 dia 7 
« You are an apt ſcholar 00 great a 
| progreſs i in fo little a time! 12 
v You are an excellent miſtreſs ; no 
leſs could I have been taught in the few 
hours I have been with you.” 
And he ventured again one kiſs « on my 
lips. 174 
Do you call this er * 
The dinner is coming, upon honour. 
I am glad of it, for 1 have an excellent 
appetite,” e ; AE SL 
t So have I.“ 
And we fat down. 


— 


,_ 
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nr 180 
TT | 


— 
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it had not been concluſive in my; 
favour, I formed great expectations from: 
it. Mr. Wobby had not poſitively ſaid, 


love you,” but his ſpeech, his looks, 


his behaviour, had ſpoken the words. 
The tongue of a lover is not ſo expreſſive- 


as his The language of Mr. 
n adapted to my charms,. 
more intereſting to my vanity. n 
< Now,” laid I to myſelf, ST believe-- 
I am ſafe, If he loves me, I will eafily; 


get rid of the inclination his indifference 


has created in my breaſt. Plague upon 
that folly of my mind, or heart, which. 


makes me wiſh for what I cannot obtain, 


and deſpiſe what I have got.” As I knew 
| & 5 no 


THE laſt ſeene pleaſed me.— Thong 


— 
* © 
—— — — , . ER __. — 
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=. no remedy to the diſeaſe, I left to chance 
£0 cure, or increaſe the malignity of it. 

Mr. Wobby not eating as a lover, 1 

wn followed his example. Arthe deſert only, 

be paid me the compliment of his atten- 

tion, and I politely returned it. 

Have they not an excellent cook, 


Miſs?” e ad . 
They have indeed; I never ate fo 
hearty a dinner in my life.? 


am almoſt tempted rok 
verſes in his honour,” T“ 
« So, you are a poet“ 
„ Now and then, as an oppbltiilnity 
_. offers. —Shall J give you a toaſt 2” 
With all my heart.” 
May we enjoy, and never repent.” 
That's a good wiſh, Sir; but what 
pleaſures are unattended by repentance ?® 
All 


e a few 
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E. All choſe, Miss, which reaGt); raſte, 


or caprice can juſtify.” 7 110 oo: 


« You do not think'that the pleafures 
refuſting from vice can be juſtified by 
them?“ 8 

No. If by vice you mean the crimes 
deſtructive to the happineſs of a nation, 


or of the individuals that compoſe ĩt; yes,. | 


if by it you mean the foibles of Nature.“ 
Forgive my ignorance; your diſtinc- 
tion has a ſingularity that confuſes my 
underſtanding. Are there any other vices 
than thoſe we hold from Nature? 
„ The worſt, and more dangerous, 
Miſs, come from education, and the ine- 


quality among mankind. Nature never 


made a murderer, a thief, a perjurer, 
and all the villains we hear of, or meet 
with. To ſociety only, they owe their 
exiſtence. Want, pride, ambition, ava- 


E 6 rice, 


| 
| 


» 
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rice, are the cauſes productive of the 
crimes that are daily committed ; charge 
not Nature with them.” 

* „What then is the difference between 
vice e and virtue? H 
The ſame that i is between an inſolt 
and a compliment, offered by a * to 
a mam of ſenſe.” aN 

Tour wit is * — ſerious 
—[ will not betray your canfidence i in me. 
Tell me, plainly, what virtue is?? 

« Virtue is——Should I ſpeak ten 
years, I could not tell you what it is. 
So vatious are the colours it borrows from 
the characters of men, from religion, from 
the climate, that 1 might ſay it is what 


ever you will have it to be.” 
I will have no ſuch dessen 
come we are alone — be not afraid to 


talk ns you think—What is virtue?“ 
f | « Tt 


7 
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It is to vice what light is to darkneſs 
—A word that . the idea of a con- 
traſt. . | * 0 
«A a only dn 
Lou cannot Ache deſire me to. 
anſwer that queſtion.” 1 | 


Els not your en tende after 


you have ingenuouſly given me your opi- 
nion of vice? 1 inſiſt ind. is 
vine 

« What ſhall my reward be for * * 
it you?“ | 

« My friendſhip—my eſteem,” 

That bribe I accept — but it is not 
enough; add three kiſſes to it, and I ſhall 
be ſatisfied. “ 

« Three kiſſes from * woman you do 
not love!?“ 25 | 

No matter; upon — condition 


only I wilt talk. 
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„Three kiſſes from me to > you! chat 
is a ſtupid reward.“ 294 1. tt SFU ator 

I gave him the three kiſſes with 4 the 
dignity of an unfeeling woman; and he 
returned them with ſuch. RO was 
obliged to put on an angry look. | 
Now, Sir, for your opinion of virtue. 4 


„ 


[The Tranflator has thought proper 
to omit the reflections of Mr. Helvetius. 
His ſentiments upon vice and virtue, the 
reader will find in his celebrated work ot 
L'Eprit. ry | ” 

"6. „ *S * 


4 Theſe philoſophical ſentiments, Miſs, 


ſeem to encourage immorality ; yet you 
will never ſee the conduct of a free- 
thinker influenced by them. Philoſo- 

phers 2 the world, and do not 
| diſturb 
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diſturb it; among them you will not find 
the raſcals who are a diſgrace to ſociety. 
Our paſſions, Miſs, are the ſupreme rulers 
of our manners and behaviour. It is not 
your. opinion of virtue or vice, that will 
conduct you into the arms of a man, but 
love, pride, caprice, or curiofity. The 
practice of the duties preſcribed to us, 
and our deviation from them, have their 
ſource in our feelings. You will, Miſs, 
when your heart is forcibly moved, yield 
to Nature, without the help of your 
reaſon = 4 2676 2 

</ Miſs | Miſs le that word diſpleaſed 
me. He had talked ſo ſenſibly, - that, 
though I were not abſolutely in love with 
his perſon, I was really fo with his wit. 
A man of his profeſſion, a philoſopher p? 
In my favour he had taken off the maſk 
that kreened him from the reſt of man- 
5 kind! 


5 | 
* 
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kind! How could. I repay the compli. 
ment? The bo would not perhaps have 
kept me long in ſuſpenſe, had Mr. Wobby 
attempted to abuſe my gratitude for him. 


| But, he {looked ſo careleſs, ſo; cold, ſo 


much like a philoſopher, ſuperior to hu- 
man frailties, that he gave death to my 
good intention towards him. | 
„ Tour confidence in me, Sir, does 
me honour. This day has been a very 
happy day to me, ſince 1 have obtained 
your eſteem and friendſhip.“ „ 

He made a bow was a bow an anſwer? 
How whimſical that man! How different 
his behaviour from one hour to ano- 
ther 4P IB 
Iz grows late, 81 will Ay be pl | 
to ſet out ?? - „ e BET 

We might ſtay an ian longer!“ 
We might, it is true; but - what 
| = will 
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will the people in the houſe think of my 
being alone with you? ? 
- 4% We are both known 0 them.” , 

It is true; but—at my age, at yours 
—they do not know that we have formed 
the reſolution not to love.” | 

« We, do, not know vet, our, 
whether we will keep i "5,7 

« For chat very reaſon let us 80 ; as 


you are uncertain, I will not ſtay with 


you,” er. 541 " 2 4; 8 3 
« Yau would not have me Kan you yo 
cc No. 954 | i a 


He could find x no encouragement in 
that No. * 

« Should I tempt you to vp: me. 

“Then 1 ſhould be glad to be loved by 
you.” 

0 Shall we e our reſotution 3 

« What | without temptation ?.. with- 

aut 
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out any cauſe? That would be chi lam 


to the laſt degree. nnn 
« You are right, 11 80 ay order a 
WG © e 


What would women in my Ha | 
have thought of that man? Did he love 
me ? Did he not Y Would they have 
heſitated to conclude in che negative? 1 
had exerted all my powers of pleaſing, 
and 1 had not fucceeded IT ought cer- 
tainly to have hated him—Reaſon gave 
me the counſel— iy heart oppoſed/it—T 
loved him the more, as I had not the 
lraſt hope of being loved by him. What 
children do our paſſions make of us! T 
was conſcious of my imprudence, and. 
yet gave way to the filly vanity that pro- | 
duced it [ ſaw the error, and voluntarily 
adopted it. The virtuous woman who 


can act as ſhe reaſons, has not my ſenſi- 
Ws bility. 
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bility.— She can n judge of the paſſions that 
warm my heart, no more than a prudent; 
man can judge of the wanderings of - 
man of genius. Avoid the objects that 
make too ſtrong an impreſſion upon you 
it is the ſole infallible remedy againſt the 
danger of chem. Happy the woman who» 
can employ it IEappier till the woman 
who has no need of it. 
We ſet out- Mr. Wobby was aw 
nately the philoſopher, and the man of 
gallantry, He talked to my ſenſe and 
reaſon, but was much more eloquent in 
his thoughts upon morality, than in his 
Praiſes of my charms. By the familiarity 
of our converſation and manners, one 
would have thought we had been ſeveral 
years acquainted. Confidence and friend- 
ſhip reigned in our looks, and formed 
our behaviour. I told him my reflections 
upon the intimacy between us. 55 
„People 
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People of ſenſe, Miſs, are Rind at 
the firſt ſight—They are like two Eu- 
ropeans, who meet accidentally in China. 
The deſire of communicating their 
thoughts, of enjoying the charms of life, 
forms between them a connection, which 
grows every day more and more neceſſary 
to their happineſs. There are ſo many 
fools in the world, who either cannot, or 
will not make uſe of their mental facul- 
ties, that two perſons, who dare to think 
and to reaſon, are forcibly attracted by 
each other, and inclined to throw away 
the maſk impoſed upon them by the yuk 
gar. With you, I am a philoſopher— 
with the public, I am a clergyman.” 
With you, Sir, I do not know what 
Jam but I am certain, I am not ſo with 
others. What can be more nem 
than wit? ? 0 
« Your beauty, Miſs N 


« Noz 
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No; it does not make upon you the 


impreſſion your wit makes upon me.—I 


liſten with pleaſure - 
I gaze with delight.” 


% Come let us not talk in that man- 
ner We have reſolved not to love.” 


« That reſolution, on wy fie, was 


very impertinent.“ 


rous.” 
« Shall we recant?” . 
4 There ſhould be a motive.” 


Have you none?“ 

&« Have you any ?” + 

He took my hand in his, and carried 
it to his hps. ; "3920 
„ Was that a Yes, or a No?” He 
would not tell me. 


How long do you intend to ſtay at 
Mrs. P ?” 


What 


* 
= 
n FRY 


« On. ered it Was en e 


| 
$ 
(} 
| 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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e 
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What a tranſition! 1 hs 0 Vnuve 
ed it? 4 

„ A week; perhaps a IN. 

With the happy diſpoſition you have, 
that time will be ſufficient to initiate you 
in the myſteries of philoſophy. Will you 
accept me for your maſter P: | 

«Ye 

And a ſudden jolt of the - cliaiſe threw 
me almoſt in his arms. His lips paid 


their tribute to my boſom. 833 
« How can you, without love, bekave | 
like a lover?“ * 


As we drink Champagne without 
I need not tell how much the compa- 
riſon vexed my vanity. Were I not a 
greater temptation to his ſenſes, than 
Champagne? I bit my tongue, that 1 
might not betray my indignation. It ne- 
ver 
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ver came into my head that he played che 
part I performed I did not ſee the lover 


in the man of gallantry—1 thought him a 


friend to pleaſure, and an enemp to love. 
pay a compliment to your delicacy ??* 


„It matters not, my dear Ramſay, - 


where the temptation lies, ſo long as it 
is productive of a delight.“ 


„ This is à doctrine to which I mal 
never be a devotee.—I will not certainly 


RT Up LEE 


forcibly call for ir.” 


„We ſhould REP have any enjoy; 


ments, were we ſo extremely delicate in 
our means of obtaining them. Our taſte, 
lovely Fanny, is ſometimes aſleep, through 
a thouſand incidents I cannot mention at 
preſent; were it not awaked by opportu- 


nity, it might receive no life from the 


object 
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object before i i. 1. will ſuppoſe forgiye 
che ſuppoſition that I love you; do you 
think that, had not an accident thrown 
you in my arms, my reſpect for you 
would not have deprived me of the plea- 
ſure I have enjoyed??? 
In that ſuppoſition, the accident 
might have tempted you; but, as you 
do not love me, you might as well have 
neglected the opportunity, as to have 
made uſe of it. What! to drink without 
thirſt—and to kiſs without love ! Can * | 
call that enjoyment ?”* » - 
lt is an enjoyment, agreeably to cir- 
cumſtances. When our fancy is pleaſed, 
and our heart inflamed, our ſenſes are 
ſtruck with all the ſymptoms of a paſſion 
we do not really feel. At that time, we 
either ſuffer all the * or r enex all the 
pleaſures of it. 


«So 


6 
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« So you have no faith in love 2” 
« There are women we prefer to 
* „„ "Ws = ts 


others.“ £14.45. l 


« And that preference i i not love ? 29 

41 Waise © 15 bot. hen 0 A 

_ © What then is love Tl Lig 

"2 «By y you, I ſhould K told 2 it t 15. ; 
« You will not be taught. e 

; | « You will not have me learn,” 


„What ſignifies my leave, if your in- 


4 


© % 4 LY 
53 234 f 
# — 5 


clination—Let | us talk of philoſophy ; ; 
it is a ſubject more becoming the reſolu- 


Ti 


tion we have formed. 19 


Hie ſmiled, dropt the ſubject of love, 
- and anſwered the queſtions I made. 
We came to Mrs. * and after 
half an hour of chit-chat, upon nothing, 
Mr. Wobby left us to poſt away. to, Ber- 
nem caſtle. „ etes 297%, 


Vol. II. . . D 
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as 7 * * I 7 * , 2 . . 1 | * 
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Ne or once + could I 958 from the the 
of Mr. Wobby , the [5 often proſti- 


tuted words, « I love you,” | | The ſingu- 
larity of our converſation, which had al- 
ternately been dictated by wit, reaſon, 
art, and nature, was no compenſation for 
the loſſes my vanity had ſultained. The 
more amiable 1 had appeared, the more 
worthy of my eſteem he had ſhewed him- 


ſelf, the more intolerable the diſc ppoint- 
ment I had met with, emen 


« You are very choughtfu 1 ann, 
whbilpered Miſs P—; 3 * What is the 


matter with 1 ?I hepe you do not _ 


F 7 -27{} 1501 „ de 


my happineſs,” ” 


E rr 
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« Why that of marrying a man with 
four thouſand a year.“ | 
So you marry die pat 0 mo- 

ney ?”? | 

« To be ſure.” "2 Has 
And you think 1 you can be pete * 
How ſhould I be otherwiſe with your 
thouſand a year? % 
« Is Mr, S a man of ſenſe?” ? 
He loves me, and is rich — that is all 
1 know of him.“ 

12 And all you care for.” 
« That is certainly more than fucien 

to make me happy.” | 
He has, very likely, the fanie indif- 
ference for your character; he marrits 
you for the ſake of your beauty, as vo 

marry him for the ſake of his fortune.“ 
6 cauſe of the match 

between us.“ Oe e . 


Da :- 66 This 


no other excuſe for 1 than his for- 


= 2 ES * fo ¾ +4 i 5 rn 
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0 W This is, utidoubtedly; a marriage ac- 


cording to all the rules of faſhion.” * 
a * 80 it is, my dear n can de 

more ſo.” 55 
« Have you Cd no inclination f. 


Mees Air pov BK. 
Oh! he believes I love him to di. 
ſtraction.“ | * 


& Well, his hope of napriinets/ is, how- 


ever, better founded than yours — he loves, 


and thinks he is beloved it is enough to 
juſtify his folly. But, Amelia, node you 


©: 
2”, i 97 


No other! e ow 3 -Fiaty ? 


Tou call folly the beſt [94 I could ever 
J giye of my diſcretion.” | 


If you center your happineſs in a 


coach and fix, or in reſorting to all the 
| Ow en of e I will not chal- 


lenge 
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lenge your diſcretion; But; young as you 
are, haye you no other feelings . about | 
you, than thoſe of maley 7 Will four 


— 1 34 


thouſand a year make amends for the i in- 


n 


difference of your huſband, or our dif 


15 FS 3? 


Uke of him 171 10d Add Want 1d; 
How you alk, F anny !, fa man will 
£1 ways love me.” 0 ig 241 elk is in 


ou intend then to detain Phe in the 
agreeable. error that you loye him.” nes 
« Undoubtedly,” 9.0m 44 
Do you think ĩt an eaſy taſk, Ae 

to return love for love, careſſes for ca- 
rfſes, paſſion for paſſion i To anſper the | 
looks, and, the expftſſions of a huſband 
you, diſlike, and who doats., upon, you:? 
Should you attempt. to perform that part, 
you would not have an hour to ſpare for 
the pleaſures of life—Your manners would 
be at a perpcipal: war with. our lings 
D 3 | and 
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and your feelings always balked of the 
happineſs you flattered yourſelf to have 
enjoyed The moſt wretched ſlave — 
earth would be happy compared to you.“ 
Do not believe me ſuch a fool, as to 
take that trouble for a huſband—If my 
charms alone cannot captivate him, he 
will not -find the allurements they want, 
in my defire of pleaſing him—his indif- 
ference will be much more > acceptable 
than his love.” | 
But, Amelia, his indifference ky 
make you miſerable! Should he inſiſt 
upon the ſacrifice of your levity to the 


_ virtues of a domeſtic life, hat would be- 


come of the expectations you wet. in- 
dulge at preſent?“ 

« That never will happen am too 
handſome to fear ſuch a ridiculous event.” 
« When your indifference tells him he 
has 
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to what extremities a huſband way carry 75 
his revenge? 


8 1 28 


Come, Fanny, do RA Fo me 5 


more with your fears ou are all alike— 


I have not yet ſeen a woman who was not 


jealous of . 
g 3 7609 ® 4 513 yo THY, 
6 For what 2 


2939 18 1 * 
* * 


For what! ah, ab, ah! becauſe I am | 


a beauty, and am to marry a man of for- 
tune You can, no more than the young 
ladies in the neighbourhood, forgive me 
my ſuperiority over you. All have at- 
tempted to divert me rom this marriage, 
that they might have a chance of getting 


Mr. S8 to themſelves All have chrown | 


themſelves in his way—moſt of them haxe 
been forward enough to court the fayour 
of a look, of a eompliment—nay, if we 
can believe the country chronicle, "Miſe 

„ ——— 
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— and Miſs M — would not have 
waited for his Fon —_— his ho- 

naar”: .* - TOI, 
This is downright 3 by all 
hat is good! the young ladies you have 
mentioned; are as much diſtinguiſhed for 
their modeſty, as they are for their merit. 
„Their merit! you are; to be ſure, an 
excellent judge of merit. Will you pre- 
tend to ſay that they can vie with me in 
ſhape, elegance, complexion?” .., 
Is not the want of that pres 
compenſated by taſte, | — talents, 


and knowledge?“ 


That) a 11118 4s for RA _ Ws 
beauty! ha! ha! bal Aſk the men, Fan- 
dye wo 00 1 mY 
Their anſwer a not 5 160 ar- 

Well, I expect you. will add to the 
REO of y erde ſhould be exceed- 


1 N ingly | 


— 
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ingly. diverted to ſee. you- lay a pretenſion 
to the heart of Mr. S—, Your merit 


would © frighten me—ha! ha! ha! to- 
morrow, I will introduce you to my lover 
— do not fail to ſet off your merit —1 
make no doubt but he. will find it a com: 
penſation for your want of en IN? 
ha!“ 1 
I heard Amelia without ann c 
0 Ewill 1 not diſpute with you the con- 
queſt of Mr. S—.” : 
« You are ſo modeſt as to refuſe to 
enter the liſts with me.“ ee 
<« It is pride, ah and not modeſty, 
that makes me decline the combat I am 
certain I could not efteem the man who 
loves you.” 
And I got up, due of her frowns, 
« That' is great! very great upon my 
honour ! It brings to my mind che fable 
D 5 of 
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of the Fox and the Grapes: Hal hal hal- 


Mrs. P would know the cauſe of 
her laughter; Amelia did not conceal it. 
Fanny,“ ſaid Mrs. P-—, © I de- 
pend upon your friendſnip forgive the 
impertinence of Amelia do not make 
Mr. 8. ſenſible of the difference be- 
tween you.“ at 
What vexation in the bluſh « of Amelia! 
how angry the look the darted i b. her mo- 
ther and me 
« The difference between us!” excliicted 
the at laſt, unable to filence the murmur- 


| ings of her offended vanity, © Without 
beauty or a portion, Fanny preferred to 
| me! Oh! mother, mother! could you 


not compliment the girl, without — 
ing me 2 

* Amelia,” faid Mrs. "I dest is 
Ike a perfume — in its novelty alone conſiſts. 


v. * 
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the delight it procures— grown familiar, 
it has the fate of all the goods we-poſſeſs. 


Caprice ſides for beauty; reaſon does juſtice 
to merit. A lover is not always blind and 
deaf there are times when he may be 
tempted to reſtore to wit, talents; and good- 
nature, the empire beauty has uſurpedoyer 
them—when he may be tempted to over- 

look, in their favour, the want of a por- 
tion. A mother muſt not flatter, Amelia ; 
I have told you the truth—If you will 
let your pride get the better of your di- 
ſcretion, to- morrow may bring again 2 
repetition of the mann r have 


already experienced.” : agu 


„Well, len ä 
worthy of me, and be told I am a fool, 
ſubmit to my deſtiny - four thouſand a 
year will conſole; me for that misfortune,” 


And half ſinging and half * 25 


the. left the parlour. |, 
D 6 * hat 
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That girl, Fanny, is the picture of 
almoſt all the beauties of the age for one 
who does not diſdain to appear a woman 
of ſenſe ho feels the neceſſity of im- 
proving her mind, twenty are like Amelia, 
the daughters of Pride, Ignorance, and 
Folly. It is lucky for men, that all wo- 
men are not born handſome; what a mi- 
ſerable life would they not live, with fool- 
iſh; Whimſical, and conceited beings!— 
If Amelia will loſe her lover, you have 
my leave, Fanny, to make a huſband of 
him.“ e At. md V7, ie 03 


„ Nour ad dear Madam, is 
an honour I do not deſerve. Fanny Ram- 
ſay has no claim to the hand of Squire 
I bios £0 Das un 406 ren 
A modeſt, agreeable, and ſenſible 

woman, Fanny, is always upon a. level 
with men of fortune; the only chance 
againſt 
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againſt you, is the ſcarcity of men of judg-= 
ment among them. Affluence and flat- 
tery are to them what beauty is to women 
the creators of a character modified by 
vice and folly. Moſt of the faſhionable 
marriages are between fools and coquets; 
for that reaſon we ſeldom ſee them happy, 
and commonly followed by a ſeparation 
or a divorce. You came with Mr. Wob-, 
by, how do you like him? 14 + 
He is very entertaining and inſtruct- 
ive; his converſation pleaſed me.“ 
ou muſt be a very great favourite 
with him, ſince he has condeſcended to 
pleaſe you. That compliment he ſeldom 
pays to a woman; I aſſure you, that Ame- 
lia cannot boaſt it. He has the reputation 
of a man of genius and honour.” “!! 
<« He has promiſed to bring me ſome 
books on moral philoſophy—to explain 


them 
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them to me to be my precepror in the 
art of reaſoning.“ f 

„ wiſh your tals, and defre of learn- 
ing, might induce Amelia to imitate you. 
But ſhe is a beauty; ſhe would think it a 
diſgrace to appear in want of- any other 
accompliſnment.“ aue. 

Mrs. P—'seulogiums of Mr. Wobby, 
were very grateful to my heart, Amelia! 
the proud Amelia, had been neglected by 
him! To me he had offered an homage, 
which he had refuſed to her beauty]! With 
theſe reflections, I could not court ſleep. 
What a ſeducing painter imagination is! 
| her pencil kept me awake till day. licht 
then, with the image of Mr. Wobby in 
my heart, and his name upon my lips, I 
gave way to a delightful ſlumber. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Moprerr preſided at my toilette. 
Modeſty! Was I not too bold to 
truſt to her for the graces of my perſon? 
The dreſs, the ſmile, the geſture of in- 
nocenee, in competition with the animated 
coquettry of Amelia! Could the con- 
traſt of Amelia pleaſe the eye, or affect, 
agreeably, the heart 8 a man of dah 
tune? = 
I do not know how 1 eme to think 
of Mr. S—. It was not, certainly, my 
intention to be admired by him, nor had 
I any reſentment againſt Amelia, yet it 
was for him that I botrowed from mo- 
deſty all the charms with which ſhe could 
adorn me. Amelia was ſo certain of her 
tuperiority—io inſolent in her contempt 
; of 
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of me, that I was determined not to ap- 
pear humbled by her beauty, and to diſ- 


play my own accompliſhments . to the "me 


advantage. F ent 40} Nals 
I came down, and Wound, Holi 4 


her mother. Her diſnhabille would have 
embelliſhed Venus herſelf —it was elegant 


and voluptuous it half concealed the 
charms Geſire ſeemed ĩnelined to diſplay 
her lips invited the kiſs—her eyes talked: 
to the heart, and her boſom to the ſenſes— 
pleaſure enlivened her countenance tho 
a woman, I beheld her with delight. 
Lord, Fanny,“ exclaimed ſhe at the 


firſt light of me, . you make a frightful 


figure! you intend ſure to dreſs again,” | 

Four dreſs is for a lover, Amelia "oy 
mine is for your mother and geh * 

] expected you under arms.” 

« So ſhe is, Amelia,” ſaid Mrs. P. 

0 << Modeſty 


'THE CHILD OF//NATURE, 65 


«Modeſty is always captivating, though | 
the impreſſion it makes be not, at firſt, ſo 


forcible! as that cauſed by the coquettry 


of your dreſs, it commonly ' prevails, at 


laſt, over it, in the heart of a man of 
feeling. Your triumph, Amelia, will al 
ways end with the ſenſation that inade you 
obtain it her's will be tlie more laſting, 
as it will be granted by reaſon, and pro- 
miſes a happineſs founded upon virtue.“ 
« Be it ſo,” ſaid Amelia; I am na 
jealous of Fanny's advantages, charms, 
pretenſions, and bag Shall n 
a ride this morning 0 E 
Fou cannot be 1 without int 
ing, or being viſited. Take a i ths 
« T hate reading“ 
16 Well, work at your cambour?”, $f 


<« Fawgatof in» i Doin voy 2249 
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ſword-knot embroidered with your own 
hands? : Aae 3; not | 
1 did not think it would coſt me ſo 


| much trouble and time to do it.” 


* If you will not employ a few hours 
of your leiſure to pleaſe him, how will 


you behave when he is your huſband ?” 


« You are always ſcolding me, bit. 


Am 1 kes child, to be led by the ſtring? 
I am always wrong in whatever 1 do. 


It is intolerable“ ' Nu 304-2 

Amelia had hardly S when 4 

chariot and four announced Mr. S. 
« Ah! I begin to revive,” exclaimed 


the; with'a joy that ſpread on every fea- 


ture But this is not his uſual hour 
Why does he come ſo early?“ KS 
Mr. $S— entered the parlour, and his 
eyes were immediately fixed upon me. 

« There the is, the lovely Miſs Ram- 
ſay! 


* * F 
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fy! 1 know her by the picture Mr. 
Wobby has drawn of hero 1 a 
The unexpected flattering apoſtrophe 
forced a bluſh on my cheek. Amelia 
ſtared at him, wondering a | the couipli- 
ment paid me. 
= And ſo, Sir,” ſaid ſhe is; a ie 
ful accent, . F anny Ramſay i is the cauſe 
of your early viſit.” | F 
* She is upon my k6nour l 
He ſpoke with ſo much warmth, "that T 
could not help thanking him with a | 
grateful look. 2 
« Dear Amelia, do not be angry; my 
tribute to your coulin is an : honour” o 
ee ee * ITE 
She ſtopped to ates hl a fry | 
in her countenance ! | | 
« Sir, ſince the viſit is to that girl, 1 
will leave you with her.“ 


60 Lou 
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Be You ſhall. not 90. Can you make, 
crime of an innocent curioſity? Pray fit 


down, dear Amelia, I beg! that ee rhe 


vou.“ * 4 ' * 3 
£ I] will not be inſulted, Sir.” We rat 
Wo inſults you?: ?⸗-⸗̃ 
Mrs, P. KI 75 ſhrugged, up her thobtders 


with indignation—1 took a book that lay 


9288 


upon the table and bone to the door. 
Miſs. Ramſay 5 


pre- in intreat you to ſtay.” Ul wry 
_,, % © neyer- will day, Sir, where Lam 
thought troubleſome—the diſpleaſure of 
Amelia is an honourl did expect no more 
than, the, compliment you have conde- 
ſcended to pay me. Let me not be the 
cauſe of a difference between you.“ 
Well, does not the girl believe I am 
jealous of her? Good God am I to be 
provoked in chat manner 1 Miſs, Ray, I 

* al 


* 
* wa 
8 


two lovers. my reaſon has nothing to do 
with their ſenſibilities agree, diſagree, 
feconcile, fall out again 3 wh is en buſi- 


ee 
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am not Jealous of you, Taffare you'z that 


gentleman is at full nn to behave as 


FAY * 8 
n — : een > 


he pleaſes.” 


J thank" you,” Miss, for the leave 


you ere me anf wered Mr. * with 
an ironical tone of voice. 710 

Then he tool me by the hand, and, 
With 4 ſmile, led me to my chair. 


<« Proceed, Sir, proceed, * ſald Amelia; 


« y behaviour is truly commendable. 
What harm is there in what I do? 
Will you have von mother to be judge 
"between us . e 
— 4 1 never will, Sir; interkere between 


neſs, and not mine. P 


| Spite drew renten How 


beautiful in that fituation! Mr. 8 
48 * 5 : was 


1 
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was affected—he went to her, fell on his 
knee, and wiped every tear with a hit. ” 
_ You do not love me . 

« I do, ſincerely do, Amelia”, | 

Was not your attention to Mifs Ram- 
ſay i injurious to me? What i is the cauſe 
of 1 . | | 
I would have told you, had you given 
me time to ſpeax. __ 5 

He got up, and was coming to me. 

Jou ſhall ſit by me.“ 

He looked at me—I returned the look. 
T he look on my ſide was graced by, gra- 
ticude.z on his, by know. not what—it 
Was a charming look. He was uncertain 
whether he ſhould obey. or not, when 
Amelia helping him to a chair, forcibly | 
ended the conteſt in her favour; - | 
Where was you laſt-night?”.. 
. ” At Lord M——s, - Mr. Wobby 
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came, and told us he e 25 


travelling with an angel.“ 
An angel!“ exclaimed Ameliaz. ge 10 
not an angel a. beautiful creature? How 
could that word be applicable to * 
The man was certainly inſane.“ 
e oma his ſober ae Ametis. 
Mr. Wobby judged; not, ' Miſs Ramſay, 
from your ideas of rs ** from his 
own taſte and feelings.“ 
_<«< What! is he in une hey? | 
« He did not ſpeak the praiſes of Miſs | 
Ramſay as a lover, but as a man willing . 
to do juſtice to her merit.” | 
Well, upon honour, I am yet a ſtran- 
ger to that merit ſo much praiſed in her— 
What is it? If it conſiſt in a lovely form, 
I do not ſee how ſhe can cauſe ſo great an 
admiration, Pray, Miſs, let me into the 
| ſecret 


| 7 THE ent D or NATURE? 
1 erttiaf cho, libres ybeh Puctöli unknoum 
1 n $94; 13 „ gns tis ie m 
LE. What Yueſtion!”” cxataitnea Mr. 
8 [ 35 8 getting up in a pet. as as on 
I could not help burſting into ma 
* Forgive, Madam.“ * art tt! 
| | And dropping a curtſey wesen 
| and Amelia, I left the parlour. | 
S | she is right, by every — 
1 ſhe is right,” ſaid Mr. S, following 
me with his eyes. t was a moſt ſtupid 
queſtion 1957 9:93 At zb bib HH 
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RS. P came to me. 
Thavye left the lovers togethe — 
I am afraid her beauty will not get the 
better of the diſgaſt Ti her fooliſhneſs has 
given him.“ | 

„ The te à tite," Madam, will be fa- 
vourable to her; ſhe has in ker charms | 
a remedy againſt the indifcretions of her 
pride and the ridiculouſneſs of her man- 
ners. I would venture any wager, that 
Mr. S— is at preſent at her feet, for- 
getful of the paſt. Why donꝰt you marry . 
them, when his ſenſes deprive him of the 
power of adviſing with his reaſon ? 

IN will have no hand, Fanny, in the 
ruin of an honeſt fellow. Let them 
haſten or put off the day of their mar- 

Vor. II. "ml riage — 
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mage will comply wieh their whims, - 
but not be the creator of them. Reflec- 


| tion, I- Know it, is not her friend ; 


Amelia will not believe it A licedceand 
a chaplain are eaſily got the opportunity 
of intoxicating Mr. S—— with love; is 
at her command long ago ſhe might 
have been his wife, had ſhe poſſeſſed more 


prudence than eee like 


the Squire, Fanny?“ nr 202 ag 
751 He is eee % Oi en enn 
And is not the fool Amelia thinks he 
is. His behaviour was has bebe | 
a 2890 opinion of him. e 
Amelia, in her heart, vines fo y 


| eee does not become me to ſta 


Give. W dear ede to return 

i, I will n not 5 $4 indulge hot caprice, 
F anny 3 thong, ſhe. be my daughter, I 
2 will 
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| will not be unjuſt to you. Should:Me; 


. repent his engagement with Ame 
lia, and prove worthy: of you Tou 
underſtand me, F anny—1 will always 
cejoice at the W weer 
beauty.” ery 3 $6131 Mu. 10 

I vent into Wt ae — of 
Ms, Seeded) he had not pleaſed my fancy | 
but of Mr, Wobby, whom my vatity 
had, the greateſt part of the morning, 
made me forget. He had publickly praiſed 
me at Lord M-——s1 - Would be were 


here to receive; my acknowledgments.“ 


I was muſing upon the conſequences of 
that wiſh, when I ſaw at a little diſtance 
Mu. S. — and Amelia, arm in armg and 
lips upon lips. I turned immediately 
into another e and was e by 
Amen: | 14 | 


. $6 & Come, F anny. * 


s. 0 
Wee Ex 2 I went 
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I u Vent to her. J. e 

Leer us make it up; 12 am not — 
with yu. M²y dear Mr. 8 has told 
me my folly, and I repent it! ꝰ Dein bo 


J am glad toſee'you happy* 9 
2 am ſo to the higheſt degree. od 1 


gather ſome flowers for my W mY be 


hack in a-few minutes.” 

„ Laur reconciliation with amel, Sir 
is a pleaſure to me.“ 1915 
That! may not be ae of the 
delight of 'ſebing you, 1 am obliged to 


bumour the pride of Miſs P——. Her 


conduct to you has diſpelled the charm 
with which her beauty had bewitched my 
reaſon I fee her at preſent, ſuch as ſhe 
— heart has renounced its error 


indifference - has fucceeded to love.— 


Though young, Miſs Ramſay, I have the 


head 1 the heart of a Wobby—My 
IR 


NM 
J 


— 


diſcretion may vaniſh before the fire! of 
defire—The- voluptuouſneſs| of Amelia's 
countenance has, even now,-in'/ſpite/ of 
my diſlike of her character, an extreme 
power over my ſenſes It is the ſole com. 
pliment that I can and will pay her 
Never will T marry the woman Who, pets 
fectly acquainted with Miſs Ramſays 18 
a ſtranger to her merit. Amelia comẽs 
I will talk to you more plainly in a few 
day I am not afraid of your _— 4 
my ſecret. “ 8 5 Dox g 1075 80 12h 


I was not ſurpriſed at FOTO *. 


Aude of Mr. S —. But what could 
he have to tell me? Was it in my favor, 
that he had formed the reſolution not to 
marry Amelia? As, at tliat times Nr. 
Wobby was predominant i in my heart, 1 


did not refle& long upon the intentions 


We the Squire. I pitied Amelia, the 
E z fooliſh | 


5 Tür cin ob MATURE. 


fooliſh” Pioud Amel, who, trough 4 
ſenſeleſs © jealouſy, and imprudene beha- 


+ Y Lu 1 7 744 5 „ 
Yiour, 111 merited the « contempt op Mr. 
uw 102 9203 


c, 
— Far from exulting in her uture 


| miley, I would have done all in my power 


to convert it into happineſs. Her mar- 
nage e had been publickly declared—the 


JONO @ 34 


Hay, was fxed—all the county bad pai 


their rcompliments—Should ſhe not marry, 


what a diſgrace | Though vain and am- 
l tic as, I would not, at the * 
ber honour, have accepted the and of . 
Mr. $—, had he deſigned | "to offer X to 
me. Was Amelia fo loſt to the virtues 
| Stet es, ee N 
| N or ſelf-intereſt ? I m . "the 
a; taper ane faid 1 to let 4 This 
"rery day 1 will attempt to reform her 
1 Wa and render her worthy che 
. 0 Mr. 8— He will love her 
bot Kill, 


| without Kehoe bak, her. eyes never 


ſhe juſtly, Seer duch. be "Aimelia 
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till, when. ſhe adds to her charms. bal 


deſty, and che deſire of making h + um 
happy.” * However ſeemingly ridiculous 
the enterpriſe, 1 undertook i it, even with 
the hope of ſucceeding in it. Before 
Amelia had known the effects of _ | 
upon men, and beard the language of 

adulation, ſhe had been conſpicuous "tor 

the decency. of her manners, "and the 


practice of her duties, She © was the pride | 


friends—her converſation. was eight ay 


and enter 


carriage mode 


ſhone, but with che pleaſure ſhe, 0 0 
from the e eſtrem ſhe jnſpired, or th he praiſes | 


MOTIVE 


ation 
of Ma 61. te 1 * her fon, 9 


inet 


ae hne 


mind 
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mind, and heart. Was it poſſible to 
bring her back to her former manners 
to make her love again the life and be- 
hawiour that had once made her happy 
and an honour to ſociety ? Amelia was 
only a coquette— There was no- liber- 
tiniſm in her blood It was leſs through 
choice than vanity, that ſhe ucted the part 
ef a fool. Had an aceident deptived 
ber of her beauty, the would have loft 
the cauſe that diſgraced her character, 
affected to diſdain. Io to reclaim her 

from her folly vas the queſtion sbe 
was ſo haughty, ſo conceited, of ſo nice 
a feeling in the article of beauty, that 1 
could not think of calling religion, ho— 

nour, or virtue to my help. In the * 
ſtronger prineiple of all our paſſions only, 

1 could find a powerful auxiliary. Self. 


intereſt 


9 


or x7” 


alteration in my conduct, than that of 


87 
intereſt was a great worker of miracles 


through its means I ee to ere 
the form of Amelia- 

Mr. 8 ſaw in me che ſame woman 
— What he had ſaid, cauſed no other 
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ſeizing - every opportunity of making 
Amelia appear more amiable. T artfully 


unknown to herſelf, to betray a wit and 
a taſte, ſhe did not think ſhe poſſeſſed. 


or three times complimented Amelia upon 
che delicacy of her thoughts and the pro- 


priety of her expreſſions-. Amalia did 


not ſeem to know ſhe deſerved that com- 


pliment - ſne wondered at e unuſual 


approbation of her lover. 


Do I ant always ak 10 cr. | 
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A ſent ?” ſaid ſhe to him. 4 15 ne com- 
* pliment'a fatire, of a praiſe ?® a 

A praiſe, upon my bonour - | 
nd to day only have I deſerved wa 
will ſpeak the truth did not think 
vou had half the wit you . . 


played. pi „1 


From me, you could caſh: Kher the 
language of ſentiment—1 loved you, 
could 1 ſpeak another??? 

bine melia, I have been wrong forgive 
me the diſcovery of my miſtake gives 
me an unſpeakable delight—your juſtifi- 

Ad. ation makes me ſupremely happy.” 
And the man who had ſaid, © I never 
will marry Amelia,” looked as he 1 
fupremely happy. 
I withdrew unaffectedly out of the par- 
jour, to give Amelia the time of finiſhing 
my work. Had ſhe underſtood me, or 
| was 


THE CHILD or NATURE, 3 
was her own reflection the cauſe of the 
change in der conduct? Had the feat of 
loſing her lover prevailed at laſt over her 
confidence in the power of her beauty? 
A gentle tap upon my ſhoulder put an end 
to my reverie 5 1 turned my head—irvas 
Mr. Wobby. WI tr ety welch 
ut Can you forgive the n | man who Ulverts 
you from your thoughts - narf 

FI You I can forgive.” 1 ws ia 5 

We were alone in the hall; could 1 
refules Küf R 
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24 en 4 P. xn. 
* WE e into that mh 
| aid Ito Mr. Wobby ; <« * Journ 
| frould not be diſturbed.” | 


« Mr, S— is the malt conſtant 1 
mirer Miſs P ever had; if the do 
not ſecure him, the muſt renounce the 
hope of a huſband,” i 
We will talk of thisin. the ren 
you are not afraid to venture with me·— 
1 are you ?” v2 
el am not; my virtue is is at your com- 
n . 

„ Thank you.“ 

And ] ſmiled, 

« You would not __ Pi ſacrifice of 
rp 

« No, by e 3 


— — — — 


Tou 
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 « You could make that ſacrifice with» 
out love! The woman of gallantry has 
more delicacy—her foibles are commonly 
juſtified by the feelings of her heart.” 
In thoſe. minutes, dear Mifs Ramſay, 
me talk and act ſo much like lovers; that 
there is no: knowing ert *. 1 
ſo, or not.” N 12, 
« But how can fuck minutes exiſt with- 
out love? Unleſs a woman be ee 
ſhe is loved, ſhe will not certainly help a 
man in the creation of them.“ 
“The man who has deſired * 8 
of a young woman, is often as dangerous 
as a lover. Mutual friendſhip and con- 
fidence may, in the private receſs of a 
grove, or of a ſummer-houſe, invite Na- 
ture and love to be of the party.” 
„ That illuſion. would not be rapid 


enough to blind their judgment before 
2 „ 
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it could be brought to perft &ion; a dif- 
creet woman would have time to ſee the 
danger, and to avoid it.—A lover in a 
ſummer - houſe, is a magician who may 
at once turn our heads, and command 
our ſenſibility. | Should 1 love, 1 would, 
I aſſure you, have ee ate à tete 
with ſuch a man.. 
+» 6 You would not x anſwer for you dif- 
cretion?” tw oa yay mr inait 
Indeed 1 would not. Would you 
; be certain of not getting the .h&ad:ach 
by ſmelling a perfume that gives it almoſt 
to every man who breathes it? I am not 
doubt the power of virtue over Nature.“ 
« Has expetience ever conſirmed that 
doubt? Forgive the OY i 
| philoſopher who makes it.“ 
Fo the philoſopher, I will anſwer i in 
1 the 
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the affirmative; however; druwwnor” the 
conſequence my reply ſeems-to'authorize, 
My ſenſes have often ſilenced, but never 
injured my virtue - when prudence for- 
ſook me, ue as conſtantly, was my 
friend. ee abort R 
c Cour mate has a charm I can 
feel, but not deſcribe Were I a biſhop, 
or a man of . this in- 
ſtant, make you my wife... 
« What! without love??? 
“ No, it ſhould not be without love.“ 
« Remember your reſolution,” “ 
And led by I know not what impulſe, 
1 nee him inte a cabinet that was. 
before us. ner enen 

I have ahi n- Oh !) would you 
forget yours, how happy we ſhould be! 
Dear Ramſay, love you. n Hin i 

And he printed an animated Kiſs upon 
* ** 


«] mill 
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II I will not quarrel with you for a jeſt 
| gt oc eee 0 gpl 
Jou 'may-—upon ny 2 ot 
* 1 do, hot ſee dnp — 
Character of love - your eyes do. not en- 
courage me to believe ou 
8 I told a lie his looks confirmed but 
too well the declaration he had made. 
My heart cannot deceive me—it dic- 
tates. what I ſay.” nen erb 
Well, I will- den f ke us 
walk.” a K | 
ud. did nos liles ther cabinet it was ſo 
far from che houſe—the ſhade of its fol- 
age was too much for the friend of mo- 
deſty —it had no need of a lover to create 
a thought, 2 ſenſation, a tender reverie. 
« vill not leave this place till you 
repoſe a faith in my ſincerity— till L 
ſaid you love me.” 
3 « Why 


* 
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Why, my dear Mr. Wobby, this is 
the moſt romantic. reſolution, you can 
form—you will certainly be buried in dis 
cabinet, if you will not go out of it be- 
fore | have complied with your deſire.“ | 
« Is it ſo difficult to ſay I love you?“ 

« No; if you will be wn ging 
GATED them,” ? 
« Speak. then, lovely nner. 
Aenne Hut we"? 
aq . — ben which ace 
What * in OY what a fire in 
his countenance! 8 
Again, dear Ramſay py 
« love you.“ | 1 ay 

It was not in my power to pronounce. 
with indifference—my accent was marked 
with tenderneſs and truth, When a wo- 
man has ſaid, 1 love you,“ how faintly 
ſhe oppoſes the tranſports of her lover bit 
FY Young 
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= — women! There is poiſon in 
- thoſe words—Keep within the fight: of 
| your mothers or friends when you dare 
| to ſpeak them! 1 know not what charm) | 
5 Mr. Wobby employed, but I was-almoft 
certain '6f not r an old maid, when 
How happy I am! "Had: I not di- 
ſembled my love for you, dear Fanny, 
you might, perhaps, not have loved 
e ee d 2 e wg} 419 *. 
My ſoul, almoſt Wag on his lips 
revived inſtantly. - Bat © 
What have you a faid? 1.0 me hear 
again it delights my ear Did you love 
me at the very time you appeared ſo in- 
different at the very time you made me 
ſo apprehenſiye of your contempt Ay i, 
At that very time, dear Fanny, 1 
adored you—your. wit, your: manners, 
the captivating elegance of your perſon, 
| Forced 


e / 4; o'er ; 6a 


* „ 
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forced in my breaſt the paſſion I have 


declared to you)) 


On my vanity you depended for your * 
happineſs Vo thought your indiffe- 


rence would throw me into your arms 


You deſerve my praiſes for your know- 
ledge of the female b eee 
not be happy“. b eb! 
And I proved to him aaa wh 
he ſhould not be ſ . 2th tov 
« What, a ſtrange erte, deat R 


| fay! 5 1 27 a 2 S:: e 12 N 


And be — to cgi th ue. 
tages of which L had deprived him” 

It is in vain, dear Mr. Wobby=1 
am determined—to-morrowl may reward 
you for your ſincerity to- day I will pu- 
niſh you for your diſſimulation . 

Ho eruel ! In the moment 
I know it is cruel I almoſt ſhare ĩn 
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your ſorraw=—but wh did you not keep 
ſilent a few minutes longer? Was it not 
| improdenc to rouꝛe my vanity whei it had 
loſt itſelf in your arms? When the word 
and the ſenſation of pleaſure, ouglit only 
to havs been felt and ſpoken? Po not 
look ſodiſconſolate—Flove yon ſtill.T 
Who could have thought of ſueh an 
mice ffn i eie 4997 


The man who, having fo ingenoulty 
deceived-me, had forced me to male him 


happy. Your plan was well 1 di. is a a 


pity it kas failed in the execution!» 
Can you banter me when: 1 am dit 


tractedly mad W 
* Philoſophy will comfort you for the 
diſappointment. As you are a poet, 1 
expect an extempore upon the ſubjet— 
let it be ſublime, pathetic, the charac» | 


teriſtic of your wonderous diſmal diſaſter.” 
« Your 
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our mirth is mulder! Na alen, 


1 Yout folly deſerves kae 1 not 17 


told yon, that when prudence forſook r me, 
fortune was always my friend 7 I had no 
8 hopes of obtaining the honours of the day, 
ſince love and my ſenſibility yielded vo- 
luntarily the victory to you Tou gave 
it to me 1 mult make the beſt of it— 
Cheer your ſpirirs, for it vill not avail 
you to complain,” Gt 

« Though a man of ſenſe, [ have been 
a great . 

<6 Though 4 fool, 1 have l my- 
ſelf a woman of great ſenſe! A loſt op- 
portunity is ſeldom recovered My dear 
Mr. Wobby, let us keep to friendſhip— 
Fate has declared Ou Ie muſk | 
ſubmit to its T 

This is, upon my honour, an event 
which confounds my reaſon—it is origi- 


"= $ 
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nal—1 am certain it never happened .be- 
fore—it was neither caprice nor liberti- 
niſm that made you return my careſſes.— 


Lam gonſcious of ĩt .. 
No, it was love. Thinking. I bad 
at laſt mae 1994. Lmade m0 ſcrurle to 

| : act as [. fel . N ritlaav Weis 

e 05 my confirmation, of your 
triumph oyer me an, inducement for you 
to love me ſtill more?” 

It produced a contrary. ry effect—l = 
aſhamed of having been the dupe of your 
art Dear Mr. Wobby, I thank you for 
my lucky eſcape.” _... | 

L der girl! you, deſerve 1 to th pu- 


viſhed.” 1 Aol un vo 

ll! The 1 girl. was not. then! in the. ca- 
"i | kink. I defied his revenge, 406 "SENT 
| l| him out of it. 

1 | | 
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HE levity of my behgyiour ae 
+ edits -the character of Mr. Wobby 
and my own—in any other woman it 
would have been an exceſs of folly and 
impertinence. Unleſs a woman's head be 
abſolutely exempt from prepoſſeſſion, ſhe 
muſt not go into a cabinet with my feel- 
ings, and an agreeable man. Let her not 
truſt to her virtue, to the reſpect of her 
lover. By all that is good they will be 
of no ſervice to her, A man of courage, 
in the front of a battle, ſhrinks ſometimes, 
compullively, into a coward ; and ſhall a 
weak woman dare to hope to triumph over 
Nature and a lover in a ſolitude! She has 
no need of experience to-know the dan- 
ger of a ſolitude in the company of the 
y man 


doschasde got an eſenpe, h ah 
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man ſhe loves, or; whom hben believes to 
he,coampured with-her . Every: minute 


ſhe happens to be alone with him in her 


on apartment. muſt have) told: her / che 
conſequences of a bt d ite, where thore ig 
no feat of an intruder. - Young women 
cannot teiterate ĩt too often if you des 
ſize to be virtuous; and not to be indebted 


wichin ſight of your mothers and friends. 
Lou mothers, whether intelligent or ſtu - 
pid, be more careful of your daughters 
virtue, than you are ſtudios of pleklihg 
your huſbands, or of deſerving the publit- 
eſteem. Your reputation may Gutfivea 


ſuſpicion; but it is not ſo with a ybung 


unmarried woman; a falſe ſtep is af int 


delible diſgrace, which deprivex yt Of A 


daughter, and ſociety of à member, W 
Men an honour to it. For” 
rn des bre 
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bu I hare proline my n will 
not recant. 


4, 


parterve, playing like thikdren; who center 


their happineſs in the preſent. The ſight, 


of them was a [torment to Mr. Wobby. 


8. The odious ſpektacle !” exclaimed he; 
* dear Ramſay, 


or let me fly from objects who; too feel - 
ingly; 007 20007 nin "ae: loſs I n 
ſuſtained.? 72 Th SH: #*þ py | 1 


Poor Mr. Woobby! e 


called for my -pity—called for a more ten- | 
der ſentiment— There was ſo much love 


in his grief, I almoſt repented to have 


cauſed it. My heart did not ſupport my 


good diſpoſition in his favour —his paſſion 


for me had rendered me indifferent my 


ſenſes S aan nnn 
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f That ſentiment I miſtook for | Andi han 
you indulged it, you would have been 


of ny error, I can no longer, with Honour 
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happy. Since you have made me ſenſible 


to myſelf, hear from you a language my 
heart is not inenlned to anſwer. If you 


will not be contented . N 
muſt part.“ id 11” I 
Then we muſt part. Ob l ante 
fay, you know not the heart you ſ&orn.”” 
1 do it juſtice, Sir. Büt is you merit 
a reaſon for me to love you vou? Pleaſe me; Fr 
and yu will find in mes tender und faiths 
ful miſtreſs —till then, do not flatter ydur- 
elf with ſeizing again the op abi þ 
imptudener nes given you; unn Yk ü. 
diſcrerion has made you loſe 

40 det e e tbh 
VS Adjeu dn bad d 
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do? 


| oboe L joined Amelia and Mr, S——, 


- 


2 


— 


eee, 
m MORT AI 9: Hcg * 
„„ What e Mus Wars,; 55 
2 
I cannor tell how lovely vou hays 


appeared to me. What charms unknown 
to yourſelf did you not diſplay, in foreing 


an hour ago her love for you bas made 
her reaſſume her true character. n 
le ſhook his head. 
10 That Lam PUL. Oven tempted. 10 be. 
Madera 1% E adit il 2 e 
our dee is an 223 


0 
Fx 
8 Ny 


Amelia came, jay, the _ converſation 
was general. Amelia ſupported eres. 
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Amelia to act like a woman of ſenſe !! a Y 
She is naturally what you found her 
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ingly well che character ſhe had, aſſumed; 
de was eaſy, natural, perfect miſtreſs of 
ber partmmyer I was between her; and Me. 
S his eyes told me clandeſtinely, 
Bata for me. I was ſurpriſed at 
rence. Amelia, in her new form, 
vag k the, moſt captivating. beauty I; had 
ever beheld, No longer jealous of me, 
Amelia took no notice of her lover's 
praiſes of me Twice or thrice ſhe would 
have me ſhare wich her in his careſſes. 
Aſter one kiſs he did not give as'a friend, 
and which brought a bluſh.on my cheeks, 
be arofe on a ſudden, to write a memo- 
TREE: for A buſineſs, he faid the. had to 
* anſact the 1 next day, and was afraid to 
eta. When he had done, wit, Saiety, 
. Bi continued to, do the honours 
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the European Courts; ir che cherakletser 
our môdern travellers, who tnoſt c. 
monly leave their good qualities behind, 
to appear among us under the form of 
ſenſeleſs macaroni, a ridiculous virtuoſd, 
or * ſcoffer at decency and religion. 
He had left to the riatins he had Viſited, 
t Kir wiess, foibles, and follles AIR, 
though agreeable 1 in Franke” or laß 
through habit, the levity of. their genius, 
or their familiuricy with them, when edt. | 
planted” hicher, generally 'meramorphole | 
the man of ſenſe 1 into a fool. His know- 
ledge was t the reſult of a (diligent boa ot | 

weir manners, laws, cuſtoms, and policy. ih 
1 


"He could? not tell the faſhions of the daz 


.VIY 8 0 HW. 38 149010 


nor remember the names of the favourite 
fingers he had heard at Florence, Ror 


or Venice; but he knew the good and the ; 
ba of the egillation” of every 
Mi n | F 3 2 ment, 
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8 tique, or a copy for an original. He had 


and Diderot, and gloried in their ellerm, 


he had been received by the reigning | 
princes in Europe. He was ardent in his 
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ment, and could point our the abjſts, 
and” the remedies of them. The taſte 
of Mr. S bad been equally improsted 


like fifty gentlemen of faſhion I could 
mention, been the dupe of thoſe crafty 
impoſtors who, in Italy. palm upon the 
ignorant traveller, a modern for an an- 


been admitted to the cloſet of D Hlembert 


more than i in the diſtinction with which 


paſſions, brave without oſtentation, and 
generous in the extreme, at the call of 
merit or pleaſure. Such was Mr. 8, 
at the age of three and twenty —ſuch was 
the man who preferred me to Amelia. 
Had his perſon 2 the accompliſh- | 

ments 


ciple But for one generous act proceed- 


ſilent — experience is againſt you. 
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ments of his mind, I believe I ſhould 
not have had the generoliry of pitying 


Amelia. When men or women do good 


at the erpence of their happineſs, rhey 
may be deemed virtuous through prin- 


ing from ſuch a cauſe, how many, like 
mine, are the effects of oaprice or indif- 

Ference ! Whenever ſelf· love or felf- 
intereſt commands, juſtice and generoſity | 
expire in our hearts chen we have neither 
charity nor friendſhip,” but for outſebves. 
It is a melancholy truth! Moraliſts be 
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Deb 144k eps; * 4 ball 9 00 
8 el 1 CHAP F. X av,” £3 2 
AIS callihg for Atella, Nt. 
S ſeized" that opportunity to 
vhiſper in my ear esu, a 
Take that paper—1 FRO? Upon 
your diſcretion and compliance. Ik go 
put the paper in my pocket; andi a 
few minutes after, he left u. 


The fear of loſing. Mr. 8 f he 
was ſo exaſperated this morning at my im- 
pertinence, and curſed it ſo heartily that 
I, ſay the minute when he would have 
ſworn never to ſee me again. I did, in 
vain, plead my love for him, and gave 

"2.1 it 


un e o Nr. „%% 
it as an excuſe” for my jealouſy—he had 9 
no ear. Had his eyes been as unfavour- 
able to me; Hhould'have Joſt my lover— 


1 e Or gazed upon. me, — 
ny, without — fiderrmy 
modeſty was obliged. to purchaſe the par- 
don he granted. In that eritical minute, 
ſhe was the ave of my vanity, and did 
not . to deny what he aſked. He 
od like a delirious 

man; he eee eee ee 
and this honour, had not the voice of my 
mother put an end to the robberies he 
would have committed. Already reſolved 
to pleaſe him, I eaſily underſtood you in 
che afternoon. Fanny, you have been 
very kind, and very generoug; without 
you, I ſhould! not have attracted his at- 
e or deſerved his praiſes.” "Would 
4 Fs; I bad. 
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ation begins too late, and too ſuddenly. 
The extreme facitity with which 1 have 
| Paſſed from one extreme to another, may 
incline him to think me falſe! l Ou I dear 
Fanny, ſhould 1 not marry ee | 
not outlive my diſgraee ? 
* Proceed; Amelia; eee a 
—fotce in his mind che conbi on ef pvr 
will gradually work him into an eſteem 
of you. It will be your faule if he do 
not ſoon believe you worthy of his attach- 
ment. Should his incredulity ſubſide; your | 
ſituation will tell you the arms you are to 
| employ againſt him. —Jntoxicatehim with 
love, Amelia, and then make him capi- 
tulate. Remember the example of -Mifs 
6 — ; ſhe never would have been a 


had n | 
| 6 > 5 lover, 


2 


r r 


mn an OF! NATURE, lagfy 
lover, and a huſpand of that fool. + When 
victory ſides for us, it matters not how. 
we conquer our enemy.“ TRE 
will follow your advice, 227 
A ü — 


| ſucceſs.” +: 1 S344 22 


retired ie dsdht 
incidents of che day. My triumphs ober 
Mr. Wobby and Amelia were a flattering 
compliment to my reaſon and vanity. I; 
opened the paper of Mr. 8. 759510 % 


Dear Miſs Ramſay, i 
1 have an affair of the greatelt: i im- 
poreance"e to communicate to you. Befo. 
good as to meet r me to- morrow, at eleven 
in the morning, in the” grove, "eu the- 
A 
e * hh — | * 7 


«hve pos Shall 1 — 


(9 


_ hw was of an abſolute indliffe- 


F 6 rence 
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tence to me, I put off to the next day; 
the ſolution of it. We had juſt breaks 
faſted when the appointmentof M S 
dame into my mind. What had Ito fear 
from a gentleman a man of hondur 
a man : did not + ike? In r 
1 eff Nothing och nb 
I took a rer 5 
appointed. Mrs S—— was waiting for 
| * zin 1077 ois wore sn e obi 
Ho] obliging. your. (condeſcenſign, 
lovely Fenny l A miſtreſs, going to her 
lover, could not be more punctual”, - . 
He looked at his watch. ay ang 
It wants ten minutes to eleven. - 
your heart be not engaged, I have 4 fe- 
ward for your complaiſance to me. han 
_ © My heart is not engaged however, 
do 


nA rem L nnn "ww 


| do not offer that reward; for Lam almoſt 
certain I ſhall not accept dad Holo 9164 
fuſe it. Though not a handſome young 
unn 
of you.. s r enen 


| tell ue the imporrane reer 
N with ma g 440% 2 D694) 9-: 


„ Firſt let us fir down? - 
And he led me to à little n Uh 
ſide of the grove, parted from the fiſhe 
pond by a ſew ſhrubs and evergreens. 
4 The place was rather too private I took 
| no-nbtice of irt. 

Now, dear Ramſay,” I will diſcloſe 
the important buſineſs upon which de- 
pends the happineſs or the miſery of my 
bet wife than you.“ 5 Ju 2 2 wh: 
8 Then, 
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Then, Sin you ſhall die a:-batcbelery 
for you never ſhall he my huſbandl. . 


What! not be my wife! What vice 
in me deſerves ſuch contempt ??! 


know no vice in you, Sir but your 
faith and hand are engaged to Amelia 
I will not rob her of her lawful rights.“ 
ghe his forfeited them; her fooliſn 
me free.. 1 N oy 
Wag Men debatioue was a compliment to 
1 Is not jealouſy the companion of 
love? Her beauty 18 ſo ſuperior, that 1 
man, in her ſituation, would, perhaps; 
have ſhewh her reſentment in a more con- 
tetnptible manner. Was not your atten-· 
tion to me extremely injurious to a v · 


man of her excellent acoompliſtunents 
and ſo much in love with you? What 


the 


Tr CHIL DOOF.INATURE; 111 
ſheiluicubiwtgiSriaaildtinveSeupllitines 
one, I ſhould not have had the ſame pa- 
tience and moderation which ſhe had!“ 

. « Your panegyric of Amelia's behavi- 
our does not juſtify her in my eye.? 
Would you {port wantanly with the 
honour of a young woman? Is not the 
day of your marriage finedꝰ What would 
all the country think of Amelia, ſhould 
you break your word? 0! om 
„What they pleaſe— Amelia has re- 
pented too late had ſhe ſincereiy loved 
me, ſhe would have been more ſtutlious 
of deſerving my eſteem. Miſs Namſay, I 
have ſeen through her arts. She could nor 
act naturally a part, her filly pride has 
made her long ago diſdain to perfonm. it 
is only the fear of loſing me, that cauſed 


and 
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and: will preſerve: it · my reſolution is un 
alterable: do not attempt to make me 


N ©... $Þ 28 2 4 q * 4 
change it. e 9 AE 57267 ot, een 


Nor Amelia! ?: 

am not come here to talk af her. 
Dear Maſs, Ramſay, your character has | 
charmed me — here is the handof an honeſt 
man. Will you accept it? | 4 || / 
Indeed I cannot. Though your 
inconſtancy to Amelia be the effect of 
your diſlike of her, I might be thought 
thapiuſerE it. ona et eng 
lt is a falſe delicacy, Miſs Ramſay a 
diſcreet woman ought not to ſcruple to 
benefit by the imprudence of a fool. * 
ſelf-approbation of your o.] 
muſt make it of no import to you, he- 
ther you be cenſured or praiſed. Envy 
11 plauded 


plauded by all men of honbur- Amelia: 
I ſwear, ſhe never ſhall be my wife. 


himſelf. Mr. 8, let'usreaſon'coolly;* 
Thave not the vanity of pretending to an 


for truth, are neceſſarily the children of 
error and folly.” Be the cauſe of Amelia 
reformation what it will, it has been pr. 


motive, we ſhould find! none deſerving o 


2 


1 Your oath. does not frigliten mea 
lover enjoys che privilege of petjrig 


equality with Amelia. She ig 4 perſter 


beauty, and you will ſoon find her mind 
adequate to it. Like a king, ſurrounded 


language of flattery.— Both, till misfor- 
tune make it indiſpenſible for them to call 


ductive of good. that is enough to juſtify 


it: Were we to judge of the actions of 


men er women, by the goodneſs of their 


Our 


* 


loſophy to acknowledge this truth. Ho 
could you, Sir, ſanctify n ee 
to me? RING 250i, 4350; nt. 
Four preſent converſation, Would it 
de known, would excuſe my negle& of 
Amelia, and nee my . 
_ * 1 2 5 
Wit is not ae bie eee 
eee in that reſpect, may not 
be my inferior. Jou have ſeen me hut a 
few hours, how can you be. acquainted 
with my character? I am, perhaps, the 
be ſa, would your ſuppoſition, that I poſ- 
ſeſſed every virtue, prove a juſtification of 
your choice? Believe me, Sir; keep, to 
Amelia. Godforbid I ſhould deceive you 
1 1 


— 


22 


1 


W 


9 —— 


1 


W 
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prom 66 ft you! Were you rich, 


I might not wonder at your generoſity.— 


Oh! lovely Ramſay, ybur virtues endear 


you to my heart—Iwill — 


hope of being your huſband.” 716 
LI I thank you for that hope, . bus l 
never will indulge it. Sgt of 


545% Then ou muſt be my miſtreſs,” 
Muſt 12 This is comps Li 
ans from you.“ 


« [ have paid ee eee! 


and you have not anfwered it love you 
too much not to poſſeſs you, either as a 
wife or as a e men 
will de. 1 + | Abel 
Neither, Sir. — 2 
woman who declines you for a huſband, 
l take you for her lover? · 
Hd « That 


- 


6 Tur emH⁰⁰ο OF: wa rok. 


Tha is not impolble; dear Ramniſiy, 
 & woman of your 1 
denqyiof a miſtreſs to the dignity of a 
wife. That manner of thinking is more 
agrerable to Nature, who abhors the chains 
with which the political law/ has fertered - 
as” Wen are born with an invintible paſ- 
ſion for liberty with an in vincible deſire 
of 835 ip all the ff urs f 4 iddew by'the 
Jaw and religion. A huſband and wife 
ate typ ſlaves, who; unleſs they oſhare 
cheerfully in one anotherꝰs pins and plea- 
n perpetually curſe the indiſſdluble 


alem would reign in every family 
Ac Hberey to part, the huſband would 
cheriſ his wife; the wife be faithful tb 
e By taking away th real 


85 obſtacle 


e 
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e eee ee they would 


cables rr 


ay, are two free agents, whaſe engage - 
ments ceaſe naturally with the paſſion they 
all the delights of life, unmixed with diſ- 
guſt or ſatiety. Every day opens with 
walk upon flowers—only thinlæ how to 
add to their mutual eſteem— drink at the 
cup offered by pleaſure and ſleep in the 
arms of voluptuouſneſs.“ Phi dare 
Their life is, undoubtedly, Sir, die- 
tated by Nature, and preferable to that 


of a huſband and wife, whoſe chair are 


not gilt by the liberty of a divorce. Such 
„ | 


a6 wenne. 
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ſures and honours to be enjoyed in this 
world. With it you may; with impunity, 
launch into the regions of folly adopt 
manners peeuliar to yourſelf - andi talk 
and behave as you pleaſ e:. 
Gold ſhall never purchaſe me“ 

What l. when exery man in Epgland 
can be bought,. ſhall a feaſible woman re- 
Giſt a teraptation which can make her 
happy 2. In the name of, reaſon, do not 
give me ſo had an opinion. g of you. Can 
you ſoberly prefer poverty to. aff}uence ?- * 

Nom I began to repent of haying came 
to the. place of interview. He talked 
with. too much ſenſe, not to copvince we, 
that affluence was preferable ta poverty. 
He looked ſo tenderly, was. ſo deſious. of 
making a proſelyte of me, that I fancied 
it was prudent to leave him. 


«Ve 


8 — — - 


And I attempted i ivy be app 
mil Grm. io gang wh os et 
* No, dear . let us not defer 
till to- morrow, What can be concluded 
co day. a 


* 74 * , * 


$ 8 
o your 2 4181 & 7 PEF. | 
1 


' 


4 


= wi but too much whathe wanted me 
to be. Never did 1 look or behave ſo 


fooliftily' in my ute bluſked, without 


* 6 


what—and wasfilent, through 
the fear of betraying what I thought it the 
intereſt'of n to conceal.” fel hen 
Habe you ever cen, hear Ria. 
bank note of 4 thoufand pounds? 1.08 
Kohl now,” fiid 1 in my heart, «it 
i all over with me. A. n 115118 2613 
No, „„ Of 122 05 24h 


1 and 
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threw-one-in, my lap. - How I trembled ! 
I could not conceal my joy at the fight 
of it. O gold! gold what a ſeducer 
art thou! As my looks were ſtill equi · 
his favour, preſented me with ſuch ano- 
ther ſeducing note. He met with the ſuc- 
ceſs his generoſity deſerved ; the agree- 
able confuſion into which the bank” notes 
threw me, telling him plainly, he might 
dare—he dared I came to myſelf, only 
to be ſenſible he had ſo much triſied with 
my modeſty, that my virtue could not 
apropos ſtand upon her defence. My mo- 
deſty gone, what was my virtue? Is 
there any difference between them? Can 
a young woman ſuffer a man in her arms, 
and think herſelf virtuous, becauſe thro 
chance, or the reſpect of her lover, ſhe 
VI. 6G him 
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kim to a criminal familiarity, and yet pre - 
tend to be a virtuous woman! There 
are à thouſand women who approve of 
the impertinent diſtinction, and act agree- 
ably to itz they are, in my opinion, no 
more virtuous than the common profti- 
tute The firſt are prudent ſinners, who 
would be ſo publickly, could they, like the 
| laſt, laugh at the contempt of the world. 
Is that man an honeft man, who would 
rob my purſe, were he not afraid of being 
hanged?” I ſee no difference between that 
fellow and the woman I have mentioned. 
Two thouſand pounds! Women do 
not frown—Few among * would babe 
refuſed the bribe. | . 
Of all my lovers, Mr. $-— was the 
firſt who drew forcibly tears from my eyes 
ho made my ſoul ſhake with terror 
and delight=who—he deſerved to tri- 
"© nah 
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umph— When we heard the report of a 
gun at the ſame minute a hare leaped 
over aur heads, and ten voices told us 
the approach of its enemies. 1 will do 
Jaſtice to Mr. S; though curſedly 
mad at the diſappointment, he generouſly 
ſacrificed all his 1 to wy repu- 


: tation. Jo ad hive 

i « Lie down adit dear Ramſey 1 

| will go and ſee who, and where they are.” 
3 How he forgot there was no danger, 
t cannot conceive. The grove was on. 
N three ſides ſurrounded by a wall, that 
d ſcreened us againſt the indiſcretion of men. 

e I was wiſe enough not to put him in mind 
. of it. I reflected on my narrow Im 172 
E and exclaimed, vii vor Hatt 

8 . 

Ny With that reflection I went to meet 
i- Mr, S——, 


— | G 2 We 
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Me are ſafe, dear Ramlay 8 are 
ee e pili ee 
1: Deprived of bliſs at the very no- 
ment it circulated in my veins, at the 
very moment our ſouls were going d 
unite hen your ſighs, and the repeated 
beaves of your boſom, told me you en- 
 Joyed my victory, and partook of my rap- 

tures ]! No lovers were ever ſo eruelly 
diſappointed. Come, dear Ramſay, let 
new love and new tranſports make amends 
| for our loſs—Come, my ſoul is impatient.” | 

And be claſped me in his arms. 
: een. not Ae ets eee 
to the man whom fortune had not favoured 
ate the ſirſt. That reſolution ſupported 
me againſt my ſenſes; warmed by the fire 
of his expreflions,” and the ſentiment ftill 
living of the paſt emotions. 

« Dear Mr. S——, take your bank 

notes 
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notes back I hate that cauſe of my diſ- 
grace—how eaſily they intoxicated my 
reaſon. I forgive your behaviour, but 
cannot be ſo indulgent to my own.” 

Dear Ramſay,” I never take back 
what I have given. The bank notes are 
yours; you have deſerved them. Bluſh 
not—you have deferved them. It is not 
your fault, if I have not been happy 
ſnould you refuſe to make me fo, I would 
not repent the prefent I have made you.” 

“ Well did you know the power of 
gold I thought myſelf proof againſt it. 
Why did 1 not grant to your merit, what 
| ſelf-intereſt / obliged me not to deny? 
Oh! leave me—I am a contemptible 
vretck 

My , der W a re- 
commendation to your eſteem only 
that ſentiment was too weak to warm your 

6 3 ſenſibility 
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| —Thought had given way to feeling, 
when the door,” through which we had 
come into the grove, opening on a ſud- 
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ſenſibility. i in my favour. I adored you, 
and would be happy. Next to love, 


gold is the firongeſt temptation... My re- 


ſpect for you, dear Ramſay, made me 
offer a bribe, which, in this age, would 
be thought, extravagant. —lt ſecured you 


againſt' want, and made you independent. 


My generoſity, ſtrengthened by your ſitu- 


- ation, conquered your indifference. Your 


behaviour is juſtified by Nature and Rea- 
ſon. Put thoſe bank notes in ou pokes 
book, dear Ramſay.“ 3 bay 
Did he deſerve that I ſhould: 5 FER 
my reſolution? Nos I an it in n 5 
arms. MIO 
Dole again in * da 


den, v we * 
wen, 
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men, whom ithe diverſion of fiſhing had 
brought to the place. The danger was 
ſo imminent, that we threw ourſelves ime 
mediately behind a palliſade, from which 
we gained the oppoſite. door, and went 


into the next feld. We did not ſtop till 


we came to the bottom of à hill; when 
certain of being ſecreted nm 
1 burſt into laughter. | 

Fortune, dear Mr. S—, tas been 


very unpropitious to you.“ 


And to you, dear Ramſay, anfetored 
he ſmiling. Lou are ſtill a maid, and 
chat is a ſin with which a woman of your 
ſenſe ought not to reproach herſelf,” - 

Though Rl a maid; I am not, cer- 
tainly, a virtuous woman? 1 od 

Virtue in a woman, dear Ramſay, is: 
merely confined to the opinion the world 
has of it. The libertine is like a coward 


8.4 —i 
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Lif they can aſſume, and ſupport the op- 
polite character, they will be eſteemed, a 
virtuous woman, and a man of courage. 
| Relatively to you, virtue is nothing. Na- 
ture, dear girl, is before the ſocial law. 
This has preſcribed a decorum, to which 
you. muſt ſubmit—no other duty is re- 
quired of you. By, being ſtill a maid, 
vou oppoſe the views of Nature, and are 
unworthy the ſenſibility ſhe gave you. 
Pleaſures are like life—they are the pro- 
perty of every man, of which royal fools, 
or even reverend doctors i in divinity have 
no right to deprive him. However, as an 
open diſobedience to them i is productive 
of ſome political evils, the philoſophers 
mix in public with the vulgar, and in pri- 
vate reſtore to Nature the power tyranny 
had uſurped over her. Nature, dear 
Ramſay, did not create you, like Tan- 
talus, 
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talus; in the midſt of all the goods of this 
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world; to be only tempted by chem. 
The enjoyment of them is in your power 
—it is by making uſe of it; that you can 
ſhew your gratitude to her. 1 Will hot 
have you be a maid—by all that is acted, 
you ſhall no longer be ſo.” Niue 55 
«Sweat not—think of che paſt— or- 
tune ſeems declared againſt you.“ 49 A e | 


1 de my friend—and ſhe hall, be 
mine,” | va 

I'viſcly reflefted, that his ſpins, were. 

ina greater calm; that the firſt ferment 


rant 1 


of bis deſires, was over; that the conſe- 
quences might pur i it out of my power to | 
chooſe betwixt being his miſtreſs, « or living 


s 18 


agrecably t to my « own fancy, 8 


6 No, dear Mr. S— fate has, not 


formed us one for another. Lou are pre- 


G 5 deſti- 
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| deſtinated for js with her you wilt | 
be more happy.” 


night; if in that time you are not her 
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„de not wiſh for ſuch a Nenad 
with Amelia. Will you be my wife? I 
The offer did not ae me. 
I anſwer. Wein, cannot be your | 
wife. i | | 

« You have th at preſent, no 
objection to live with me as my | mil- 
treſs ?”? | 1 "00 

« will be very plain and fincere with 
you—viſit Amelia, as uſual, for a fort- 


huſband, I will be your miſtreſs. During 
that period you ſhall not ſee me.“ 

« Apreed,” ſaid Mr. $—, with a 
Joy that made me almoſt repent my en- 


gagement. 
We 


1 
er 


Ve 
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We ſealed the treaty upon one another's; 
lips. | 
& This F or to-morrow morn- 
ing, I vill return to Leieeſter keep your 
promiſe, n find me 1 
my word.“ | 
Then, after a few ace 
we parted, and I went home; 


G 6 
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7 Went to the grove, b _ 

danger armed with indifference, nay, 
with diſlike—fearleſs of accidents and 
temptations—with. a cool head, and a 
ſtill cooler heart Vet, in the man, againſt 


| whom I poſſeſſed ſo many advantages, 1 


found the moſt formidable enemy that 
had yet attacked my virtue! By talking 
to my xeaſon, he intoxicated my ſenſes, 
and forced me to conſent to his happineſs * 
"What head, with the inſignificant fortune 


1 had, would not haue turned giddy at 


the offer of two thouſand pounds! Is 
there any woman of the firſt rank who 
vould not have been tempted by that 
ſum ? — Any woman, a few orders above 
me, who would not have accepted it? 
| Vanity, 


E 8 3 f | 9 — | 
CT TE Ü VT... EY a 


EYE + PIER: 
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Vanity, caprice, or Ubertiniſm, throw, 
every day, many women into the arms of 
a fool—Gold had opened mine to a man 
of merit. Is not the gold that at once 
ſcreened me againſt the fear of miſery, 
a nobler excuſe for my foible, than va- 
nity, caprice, or libertiniſm ? Though 
gold juſtified my deviation from virtue, 
my delicacy upbraided me for having 
yielded to it. Had I loved Mr. — 
I would have made him happy, and de- 
ſpiſed his gold but without love, ſelf- 
intereſt had made me act the part of a 
lover — To gold only he had been in- 
debted for my careſſes l I bluſhed with 
indignation at my conduct. My delicacy 
will be laughed at by the polite part of 
mankind— I know it—I did not boaſt 
that delicacy to be complimented upon 
it—l fay only what my feelings were, be- 

fore 
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| excuſe for the meatineſs of my behaviour. 
I do not intend to ſatirize the manners of 


few hundreds or thouſands, wilt ſeldom 


the effect of vanity than of indigence, 1 


veneratioti for gold, and found in ir an 


checks of the fair, who ſurtender more to 
lovers. Men or women, in need of a 


ſcruple to give up their honeſty or vitae. 
want be more imaginary than real more 


will aver, that the proſtitution of their 
perſons or characters, is a violation of 
the dignity of our nature, which philoſo- 
phy will never authorize or Juſtify. Strong 
paſſions; or craving wants, only can en- 
noble the wanderings of our heads or 
hearts. The woman of faſhion, who, to 

purchaſe 


- 
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purchaſe à needleſs trinket, fixes in cold 
blood a price upon her virtue—and the 
man of fortune, who, to repair his loſſes. 
at the gaming-table, ſells his honour to 
his ptince, are much more infamous than 
the proſtitute and pick- pocket, who, to 
ſupport their exiſtence, live in open defi- 
ance of law and morality. Love, or the 
ſeduction of unexpected circumſtances, 
ought only to be the creators of the 
foibles of a woman of fortune. Men 
ought to ſoar above the religious or poli- 
tical laws, except when they oppoſe the 
gratification of their ambition, love of 
glory, or ſuch other fiery paſſions, Which 
cannot be . circumſcribed in the circle 
drawn by legiſlators. In any other 
caſe, their contempt of honour or virtue 


declares a contemptible and corrupt | 
foul, 


Mrs: 
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7 Mrs. Po was reading « letter when | 


I came in. N 0 5 9 nn, 


| Trac tak anos you the place of 
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ſenſible, diſcreet and good natured. 


of birth and beauty, ſne muſt have a 


mankind, and of the world? - 


„ have Bvod r news to pass you, 


companion to Lady Spelmer; you an- 
ſwer perfectly the deſeription her Lady- 
ſnip has drawn of the woman ſhe wants. 
I will read it to you. Let her be gay, 


Though 1 diſpenſe wich the advantag 


pleaſing form, an elegant countenance, 
and a ſprightly converſation, When you 
have found ſuch a woman, ſend her to 
me; ſhe will find in me a friend and a pro- 
tector. It ſnould ſeem, Fanny, that Lady 
Spelmer had you in her ſight when ſhe 
pourtrayed the picture. Will you accept 
of a place, in which you will have an op- 
portunity of acquiring the knowledge of 


« T accept 


THE chu or NATURE. 137 


« f accept of the place, aud thanks 
you gratefully for it. I am glad to go 


to London. Write to Lady Spelmer, 
and to- morrow Wann 1 will ſet out with 


the letter.“ | 


Nothing could ds] more i in 
the ſituation in which I was, than a jours. 


ney u min 


me, theatre, * 0 pions pleaſure, 
which 


luxury, and magnificence, upon 
beauty was adored a the.expence of vir⸗ 


tue where the decorations of yolupiu- | 
ouſneſs were always raiſed upon the ruins , 
of modeſty—whoſe principal managers, 
led. by caprice or folly; diſtributed ho · 
nours, titles, or dignities, to the motley. 


crowd of fools, knaves, and flatterers, 
who, cloſely united behind the ſcenes and 
upon the ſtage, diligently ſhut the way 

ca 


| 
| 
| 
| 
5 
ſ 
| 
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do the man of merit. It was a brilliant 
be puppet · ſue w, in which I was defirous of 

acting a part, and like the reſt of mortals; 

truſt to my performance for the ekt. 

of this world. 3736 
Amelia came, 1 told * wy place 
offered me, and my intention of ſetting 
out: the next day for London. 
Stay ſome time longer, dear Fanny. 
When you are gone, what will become of 
me? Tour admonitions are the more 
neceſſary, as, being a party in the cauſe, 

I ſhall not be cool enough to know, my 
advantages, and to turn HR to my r 
nefit. 

: N. Though I baren not your accompliſh 
ments, Amelia, I am a novelty to the 
eye of Mr. S——, The praiſes of Mr. 
Wobby have prejudiced him in my favour 


—hus eſteem may create a caprice, which, 
by 
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by degrees, may be miſtaken for love. 
J will not be the cauſe, Amelia, of a 
rupture between you and your lover— | 
Let it be your ſole care to pleaſe him, to 
make him recant the opinion he actually 
entertains of you Unleſs you be miſtreſs + 
of his deſires, you will not command his 
reaſon— This will obey the feelings, that 
will force the fear of finding you falſe, 
to ſubmit to the pleaſure of poſſeſſing you. 
Oblige him to wiſh for the day of bis 
happineſs—Amelia, deſerve ſuch a kiuf« 
band— Tou will ſeldom ſee a ſplendid 
fortune the portion of a man of ſenſe,” 
No longer conceited and proud, Amelia 
. Promiſed to be ſteady in her conduct, 
and to renounce the filly vanity that had 
diſgraced her character. Mrs. Pre- 
Joiced in her daughters reformation 3; 
both paid me the compliment of it, and 
I was. 
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1 was happy in the conſciouſneſs that ie 


morning, when Mrs. P took me 
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was my work. Young women, who cen- 
ter all your merit in your beauty, think 
of Amelia, and, like her, repent and 
alter your behaviour! Lovers will attend 
beauty, but their homage will conſiſt only 


of defire and flattery, when the qualities 


OR RE NT WR 


| Charms of the perſon. . 


I was juft going —— ederhibn 


Tou will want ſome money for the 
expences of your journey; here i is a _ 
of five and twenty guineas.” 

As I could not let Mrs. P into the | 
ſecret of my fortune, I was obliged to ac- 
cept her preſent. Two minutes — 
Amelia whiſpered in my ear— . ' © 
"6 ]f 1 am fo happy as to marry Mr. 


8—. 


* 
* 


8 7 * 
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S— aan 
for your life.“ OW Sho 2 OW. YOu 2 
. * 1 will- refuſe nothing 5 425 n 
tageous to me, anſwered: I ſmiling- 
And I ſtepped into a poſt-chaiſe; At 
ceſter, to avoid the cenſure of the inhabi- 
tants, who, till: convinced of my poverty, 


would have wondered at poor Fanny's ; 


a poſt-chaiſe. . —4 Eli hey 1:10 
N 
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* 1 
* 5 L 4 * a 
* " ' 4 - 
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r 
Told my mother the cauſe of my 
- ſudden return, but thought proper to 
conceal from her my adventures with the 
clergyman and the Squire. 
„ Such a place as yours, Fanny, I had, 
when I was a young woman. It was at 
the Counteſs of Cardigan I learned to 
eſtimate the prejudices of education, the 
rights of Nature, the ſcruples of igno- 
rance, and to diſtinguiſh between right 
and wrong. The knowledge of the 
world, Fanny, gives the lie to almoſt 
every principle we have imbibed in the 
early period of our life. Here, you are 
ordered the ſacrifice of your ſenſibility; 
at the ſchool of Lady Spelmer you will 
ſee the reaſon, the manners, and the ac- 
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tions of all men and womet, obedient to 
the call of their feelings.” Lou will hear, 


however, of virtue and honour—but theſe 
words are to the reality of their ſenti- 
ments, what the looks of a devotee are 
to the depravity of his morals—a cloak; 
under which they enjoy all the delights 
of vice, and obtain the reſpe& of the 
vulgar. Women of faſhion, Fanny, are 
generally ſo idle, ſo diſſipated, ſo frivo- 
lous, ſo much like children in their taſte 


and whims, that, as careleſs of the ſu- 


ture, as forgetful of the paſt, they are 
conſtantly the ſlaves of the preſent affec- 


tion. Their ſentiments and feelings are 


like their pleaſures and occupations the 
trifling flights of nature and reaſon.— 
They ſip — ſip only in the cup of delights. 
All their ſenſes being perpetually wound 
up to the deſire of enjoying, no ſcruple 
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oppoſes, no. refleQion poiſon the, tran- 
ſient caprice they indulge. , The trouble 
of. refuling n who. vill obſtinately 


| friend whom, habit has endeared to.them 


—the certainty of being admired; are ſuf- 


ficient motives to make them comply 


with a requeſt, it js much more eaſy for 
them to grant, chan to deny. I haye 
known a great lady, who, fearful of com- 


ing too late to a public place of diverſion, 
yielded to the intreaties of a man 'ſhe 


would not have made happy, had not her 


| head been, at that inſtant, totally occu- 


pied with the amuſements of the evening, 
Such is love, Fanny, among people of 
rank. —ſuch, in general, are all the paſ- 


ſions that give life to their exiſtence— 


their ſpring is in caprice, idleneſs, and 


vanity. With them, Fanny, I ſhould 


- have 


* 


2 
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have laughed at morality, and made pru- 


dence my ſole virtue, had I not been in 
the midſt of vice. The familiarity of it 
gave me a diſguſt, it was not in the power 
of my lovers to conquer. Like the ſober 
man, whom chance brings among the 

votaries of Bacchus, I gazed with wonder 


upon the voluptuaries, and did not feel 


the leaſt deſire of partaking in their en- 
joyment. I was young, no enemy to 


flattery, and as ſenſible as you are, Fanny; 


yet I lived chaſte in the center of liberti- 
niſm. When left Lady Cardigan, 1 had 
neither my reaſon nor fortune to thank 
for a lucky eſcape. I will not, however, 
Fanny, glory in that virtue which ſent 


me back a maid to my father's houſe. _ 


was not the effect of my will, but of the 
circumſtances, which robbed pleaſure of 
its charms, at the ſame time that they 

Vol. II. H made 
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made me abſolute miſtreſs of enjoying it. 
It is with pleaſure, as with every other 
good which it is not in our power to 

| poſſeſs the liberty of commanding) it 
leaves our hearts in a ſtupifird languor 
I was virtuous, becauſe pleaſure, far 
from being forbidden me, was always 
ready at my call. Such, Fanny, would, 
perhaps, all women be, were no reſtraint: 
laid upon their behaviour. The tempta- 
tions of Nature are not ſo; compulſiwe ag 
thoſe which-ſpring from an oppoſition to 
| our: deſires. * Lou belt not do this | 
the peremptory ſball, will, I. e be an 
ways death to virtue.“ 

It was the firſt-time my a de gave 
me the reaſon of the knowledge ſhe had 
diſplayed in our converſations. Curioſity. 
induced me to beg of her that ſhe would 
ttuſt me with the ſecret hiſtory of her 

1 b - life, 
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nes! When we ale in London,” an- 


ſwered ſhe, ning, 6 will 112 wy 


heart to you.” 


« Brought up in the bite oe ko 


came your manners to be the reverſe of | 


what they ought to be 25 FEM Ya 

6 Neceſſity, Fanny, compelled me to 
take the character of my Behn in life. 
A man of meritfereens i it from the fools, 
whoſe favours his poverty obliges him to 


court. —Circumſtanced as Ia am, T1; am i that 
perſon of merit.“ 


« Would you had houghtt me 4 41 


of your confidence befote ! I would not 


have fallen into ſo many errors.“ 

« Errors, Fanny, like misfortunes, are 
neceſſary to acquire wiſdtom—without 
them, men and women are the ſport of 


every paſſion, and the dupes of all thoſe 


whoſe fortune or happineſs depends upon 
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their credulity. All that I, could have 


ſaid to convince you, of the perfidy of 
men and their contempt of virtue, would 


| have only. glanced tranſitorily upon your 


ears; the condu&t of Sir George, Farrel, 
and Mr. 8 have made you ſenſible 
of that truth. Taught by experience 
and reflection, you are armed againſt the 


language of fattery, and the folly of 


8 truſting to the looks, the countenance, 


and the words of men. Candour is a 
defect inherent in youth—as they have 


not yet known the neceſſity of concealing 


their ſentiments, and acting a fictitious 


part, they naturally ſuppoſe all men and 
women equally. ſincere and honeſt—hence 


their minds are always ready to welcome 
whatever pleaſes their vanity, or their 
imagination. The charm of pleaſure, 
unknown to us, helps the means of e- 

7 „ duction 
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duction employed againſt us. We liſten 


with complaiſance to a language that cre- 
ates an agreeable ſenſation, and commonly 
eſteem the man who warms our hearts with 
it. When a young woman poſſeſſed of ten- 
der ſenſibilities, is in that ſituation, will ſhe 
coldly refle& upon the poſſibility of that 


man being void of honour ? No, Fanny; 


experience tells you that ſhe will, on the 
contrary, think ſuch a meditation ex- 


tremely injurious to him. For a few 


who have the good luck of not repenting 
their credulity, how many are daily the 
ſad victims of it! I am afraid, Fanny, 


we are not born to be virtuous and wiſe! - 


ſince, in ſpite of experience, men are al- 


ways the ſlaves of their paſſions—ſince it 
is not in our power to GENES: by the 


follies of others.” 
Let we. e told we are 
H 3 miſtreſſes 
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miſtreſſes of our deſires, and at liberty P 
chuſe between vice and virtue,” 
That liberty is a chimera, Fang; 
5 we are not free in our elections. e are 
forcibl y compelled to chuſe what is either 
the moſt uſeful. or the moſt agreeable to 
us. We cannot love Pain, and abhor 
Pleaſure,” ” 


Ft 


Do we not, ſometimes, prefer pain 


to pleaſure kt x 
Tes, Fanny but it dene 10 pro- 
cure to ourſelves a greater, or a more 
laſting pleaſure. In that caſe, the idea 
of a more conſiderable good determines 
us, neceſſarily, to deprive ourſelves of a 
leſſer. It is not a lover who gives his 
miſtreſs the charms that captivate him 
he is not, therefore, at liberty to love 

her. We reſiſt our deſires, Fanny, when 


the motives to gratify them are not ſo 
powerful 
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powerful as thoſe which command the 


ſacrifice of them but then our reſiſtance 


is neceffary. A woman ho is more fond 


of the public eſteem than of her lover, 


neceſſarily repels the temptation of mak- 
ing him happy. Like our affections, 


our judgments, true or falſe, are not 


free; they are the neceſſary effect of the 
ideas we have received. For this reaſon, 
it is both abſurd and inhuman to perſecute 
a man for his religious opinions, fince he 


could not chuſe the parents who gave 


him life, nor be at liberty to adopt er 
reject their opinions. Born in Turkey, 


or upon the banks of the Ganges edu- 
cated in a family, the votaries either of 
Brama or Mabomet, would it have lain 


in my power to be a Chriſtian? Nature, 
Fanny, does not conſult us concerning 
the country and the parents ſhe gives us 

© Our 


Ss. 
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Our acquired ideas, our opinions, our 
ſentiments, true or falſe, are the neceſſary 
conſequences of the education we receive.” 
Since the actions of men are necel- | 
ſary, what right has un to puniſh 
them?“ 

If the wicked, F anny, obey neceſ- 
ſarily the impulſes of a depraved nature, 
ſociety in puniſhing them acts alſo neceſ- 
ſarily, through the deſire of bee wr * 
lives and property. A 
Tr. What can rectify errors chat are. ne 
ceſſary 9 


The errors of men, "Fanny, are on 
neceſſary effects of their ignorance, which 
would ſoon vaniſh before experience, re- 
flection, and philoſophy, were not a few 
men intereſted to keep truth and reaſon 
chained at the feet of <p and 
folly, a tet FP 
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Some company coming in, my mother 

left me, muſing upon the ſingularity of } 
our convetſation. Her ſentiments were | 
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> 97 
1. new to my mind, and I was equally 
PL pleaſed with the A hace and. Wee: of 
them. ban Mami ain i foilib 
of. <« It becomes me, ſaid. 1 to mayſels, 
4 « though a woman, to ſeek for truth, 
of. and to make uſe of the reaſon Nature has 
Sr given me. Ignorance is the ſource” of 
vice Knowledge is the friend of virtue 
6. it is a dignity to human Nature, and 
5 clears it from the foibles ariſing from 
he | pride, obſtinacy, and thoughtleſſneſs. 


The ſtudy of morality muſt neceſſarily | 
make the man or woman who applies to 
it, juſt, humane, virtuous, and an enemy _/-/ 
to confuſion and diſorder. © Should it not 
be always productive of that good; it 
muſt, however, inſpire us with a reſpect 
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of eurſetres - aud that nan! is ſuffi⸗ 
cient co make us act with propriety on 
the ſtage of life. I am told we are a 


people of philoſophers, whilſt the reft of 


the world is immerſed in errors, almoſt 
deified by their tyrants and prieſts 
Happy country! Where we may think, 
reaſon, and boaſt the knowledge af truth 
here we have no other maſter than 


ahe prince and his ſubjects.—In London 
only I can acquire the knowledge I want 
—it ſhall not be my fault 1 10 am not 
3 in it.“ 

The ambition of becoming a-philoſs- 


-pher elevated my foul—lI bluſhed for my 
paſt wanderings, and promiſed my reaſon 


ſhe ſhould, for the — * vic- 
tory over as 2 ho 


8 


ry 
1 3 


dreſs. a. la mode, I left 200 ber to my 


RRS S 3 5 I „ 


dency—it will encourage you to adorn 
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CHAP. XI. VII. 


THE preparations for my journey 
were ſoon made. As I intended, on 


my arrival in London, to to put on the 


wardrobe—Betſy was not van. | 

© Your prefent,” ſaid ſne to me, wich 
rears in her eyes, „will not conſole me 
for your abſence; when I have found a 
Trae n ſiſter, ic in u tonmnent * 
part with her! “hhh““/ 3s 25491} 

„Though abſent, tad you ſhall 
be the object of my care, Fortune, who 
ſmiles upon me, will not \forfake-you— 
make yourſelf worthy of a higher ſituation | 
in life, Indulge the ſpirit of indepen- 


— with virtue and knowledge. 
H 6 Confide 


* 0 
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Sy) * 
* : Ha 
© 7 on, 


156 THE CHILD OF NATURE. 
Confide your thoughts, your opinions, 
your feelings, to my mother—you will 
find in her reaſon and experience, the in- 
ſtructions you could only with the greateſt 
difficulty receive, either from books or 
reflection. Tour firſt lover, Betſy, is the 
characteriſtic of almoſt every man;—Let 
not your ſenſes be captivated before your 
reaſon approve your ſenſibility. Shut 
your ears to flattery—if that language 
does not correſpond with your own op- 
nion of yourſelf, deſpiſe the man who 
ſpeaks it, for he intends to deceive you. 
Only fools are credulous, Betſy—The 
woman of ſenſe knows the praiſes. ſhe de- 
ſerves no other homage will ſhe. wek 
come—her diſcretion will always prote& 
her modeſty, and fucceſsfully... oppoſe 
the art of men. I love you, Betſy, and 
am ſincerely intereſted, in your happineſs. 
—riſe 


* b . 5 b 8 8 „ a 8 5 
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— riſe ſuperior to your preſent circum- 


ſtances, by your manners and character 
believe me, you ſhall ſoon have a claim 
to the hand of men, who now hold you 
and me in the greateſt; contempt.” “ 

Betſy did not thank me for the fortune 
1 promiſed, but for the counſels; As,“ 


ſaid ſne, they would make her diſcreet 
and virtuous, though ſhe ſhould be fruſ- 
trated in her enn of a d 
ſtate.“ 3%; i ee hb nn anton 

I took a wand ROY out of 'the 
compliment paid me by Mr, C, and 


left the ſurplus in the hands of my mo 


ther, | reſolved that ſix hundred ſhould be 
the portion of my ſiſter, whenever | ſhe 


ſhould find an honeſt man deſerving, of 


it. The night after, with my jewels and 
the two thouſand pound bank notes, I ſet 
out with my mother for London. Hav. 
ing met with neither lovers nor highway- 

men 
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men upon the road, I arrived in London 
with my heart, je wels, and notes. We 
took an elegant firſt- floor at an haber- 
daſher's in King ſtreet, Covent · garden. 
We had not been a quarter of an hour in 
poſſeſſion of it, when the miſtreſs of the 
houſe,” a young, pert, ooquettiſh wornan, 
flounced into the Jining-room to tell us 
ſhe was immenſely vexed the could not 
entertain us at tea Had ſhe been pre. 
acquainted with our arrival, ſhe would not 
have pre- engaged herſelf to go to Drury- 
lane, even bange ere pepe 4547 rw 

ene be OTOL 7 939 
If you are ebe hg ladies 4 
with your journey, 1 would adviſe you to 
come with me; for I truly believe that 
that divine man will perform no more this 

ſeaſon. - What do you e We hive 

not ten minutes to loſe.“ e e 
Lam not dreſſed, Madam,” YL 
: 3 5 « Oh! 


— & © 


h! 


rer 
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Oh! that does not fignify; ; We will 


* nnn — Wen will ſee 
you.“ 


Is it not too late?” ales; my mo» 
ther, > DOG enen eee ares 
No, no, I have retained: the front row 


of one of the green boxes, and ſome com- 


* 
2 4 
_ 


% 


pany wait there for me. Come, 
coach is at the door—follow me.. 
And ſhe ruſhed toward the ſtair- caſe. [f 
This is not the miſtreſs, but the 
maſter of the houſe, ſaid I to my mother, 
ſmiling. Shall we ga?” - 
es, it will divert. you. t e (14; 
We followed Mrs. Lind ſey, who, from 
the bottom of the ſtairecaſe was inceffant 
in her “ Come then.“ 1 
The coachman n to drive, 
aha Mrs. Lindſey deſired him to ſtop. 
« Good God!” exclaimed ſhe, © whit 


a giddy 


— 9 mo oy VAR 6s 
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my ſpirits into ſuch a flatter whenever l 
am to ſee him, that he throws my memory 
into the extreme of confuſion, —I- have 
forgotten a moſt material point, ay, the 
only one I ought not to have forgotteni— 
Coachman !- tell. my maid Molly to come 
here—You-will ſyp with me, ladies 
inſiſt upon it, ſo not * * about the 
matter, 1 218 H 


And ſhe ordered Maly to io | fame 


| fiſh and a couple of fowls ready ao 
our coming back 
We found a es dane in the 
firſt row of the bog. 
What! alone, Sir John exclaimed 
Mrs, Lindſey, ſeemingly ſurpriſed. 
Tho ladies could not poſſibly come, 
madam; they ſent me to apologize for 
thim.” oft Demisles: Lob bodo 
| - 
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et happens very well; theſe ladies 
will be better accommo dated... 
We ſat down, and Sir John put him- 
ſelf behind Mrs, Lindſey, who familiarly 
leaning upon his knee, darted ſuch loving 
and animated looks, that I was ſoon con- 
vinced ſhe had not expected any company | 
with him. The houſe was full; it was | 
the firſt time 1 ſaw ſuch a numerous and | 
brilliant company. The novelty of the 9 
ſight diverted my attention from Mrs. 9 
Lindſey, and even from tlie divine man, AY 
who, though the cauſe of her coming | 
there, was by her totally neglected and | 
forgotten. The ſecond act had juſt end- | 
ed, when after a whiſper- to Sir John, Wo 
Mrs. Lindſey, on a ſudden ſaid her-noſe | 
bled, and begged of him to Ware her out | 
of the box. 0 7 "i | 
] am ſubject to hit enn ladies, | 
do | 
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ſuſpicious, mother? 
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do not be frightened—1 Mall come back 
in a few minutes.” 5 


And with Unis khndhretief ip! to her 
gra round and went away. 
Is not that bleeding ESI 99 5 


— 


Alt is an honeſt bee to conceal 
«diſhoneſt action.“... | 
Poor huſbands! how they ure mſec. 
a! r ee der 
vamerin. u (tr. De e 
— Sir Jahn; — Katte 
«We have not ſeen him ſince he went 


with you.“ 
That's n eddie let me Rwy 


and ſaid he would come to you—Ithought 
I cheuld die chat bleeding would never 
ſtop—-I was obliged to go to an Wo 


ance in Bow-ſtreet,” ; 
How FP ſhe told the audacious lie 
| of « I am 


\ 
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Lam provoked to the height of de- 
ſpair at having loſt the play was not 
Garrick divine, ſupernatural, in Archer ? 
But apropos, don't tell my huſband af 
the bleeding of my noſe, for the dear 
creature would not fail to ſend for the 
doctor, and poiſon me with medicines for 
a fortnight.“ rer 
« Does he love you ſo much as to 500 
frightened for a triſle? ? . 
„Love me i no; but he kite very 
glad of an opportunity to keep me at 
home, that he might oftener go abroad 
It is through love for himſelf that he would 
appear immenſely tender of my health.“ 
* And you hve an happy e, iel 
Happy to the extreme.” 
« Without the love of your hufband yo 
In your little town of Leiceſter, the 
love of a huſband may be neceſſary to his 
| wile; 


164 rar clp or NATURE, 
wife, as the fear of detection is a check 
upon her behaviour but, in London, 
ſweet creature, we find eaſily a compen- 
ſation for the indifference of our huſbands 

We have ten thouſand opportunities 
Watch cannot ſee or-prevent.” 

But your matrimonial oath, _ 

madam !” / (EAT 
« Well, that oath is like 1G other 
oath—if one of the parties will break it, 
the other is not certainly bound by it.— 
mn though my huſband has given 
me the example, I do not imitate” it.— 

There are very few women, I affure you, 

who, formed as I am, would not return 

him the nn * not for- 

e 21119 213 09 wt (2 

I could not help ceiling —The panto- 
mime began, and our converſation ended. 
his is, undoubtedly,” ſaid I to my- 


THE CHILD” or NATURE. 165 


ſelf, * what I have heard in the country 
called a woman of ſpirit—bold, indiſcre et, 


and careleſs of her reputation — ſhe does 
not know us, and yet has not ſcrupled 
to make us confidantes of her foible! The 
bleeding of her noſe | Tt was a compli- 
ment paid to our delicacy,” —* I hope 
that ſuch a compliment is not the ſole 
virtue of a tradeſman's wife.“ 


Before the pantomime was quite over, 


Mrs. Lindſey ſaid, “let us go, that we 
may avoid the crowd, and get a coach.” = 


We followed her. 
Molly had obeyed the commands of 
her miſtreſs; we ſat down, almoſt as ſoon 


as we came in, to a neat and elegant 


ſupper. 


« Where is your huſband, Madain A 


ſaid my mother. 


„My huſband, Madam ! Are you a 
2 ſtranger 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Ma'am, my huſband has not twenty times 
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given me the honour of his company at 
ſupper, ever ſince I have been married 
to him. From eight o clock in the even- 
ing till twelve, and ſometimes, till fix in 
the morning, he is at a den in a publick 


. 


cards, fnckes, —_ or, ths Pipes, 15 
plentifully repleniſhes himſelf with beer 
- and punch. From thence he generally 
comes drunk, ſcolds the nraids, kicks 
dogs and cats, finds fault with whatever 
I do or ſay, and would beat me, were he 
not afraid my ſcreamings ſhould call up 
the watch and the neighbours, When 
he awakes, the gentleman complains of 
an head-ach, breakfaſts in his bed, and 
ſeldom appears in the ſhop before eleven, 
After a few hours attendance on his buſi- 
- neſs, 
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neſs, he ſteps into a coffee - houſe to read 


the news papers, and approve or cenſure 
the meaſures. of che adminiſtration; then 
he comes to dinner with a fr end. 1 The 
bottle circulates, when Madam is deſired 
to breathe the freſh air in the corner of 
the ſhop, This is, ladies, the life led by 


almoſt every tradeſman. Do you think 


a young and ſenſible woman extremely 
happy with a huſband of that diſpoſition? 
What woman, in the name of. reaſon, can 


fit alone five or fix hours every night by. 
her chimney- corner? Made of fleſh; and 
blood, how can ſhe help ſeeking abroad 


for the pleaſures he will not procure her 
at home? We want. nothing at home 


Does that make amends for the neglect 
and brutiſh behaviour of a huſband ?. 
What ſignifies a good ſupper, if Iam to | 
eat it by n The moſt ſumptuous 


banquet 
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banquet would not tempt me, did nobody 
elſe partake of it. Come, Jadies, eat 
heartily No more of huſbands: ſuch ag 
they are in this age,” _ are not . 4 
of our attention,” r 
The picture Mrs. LO drew of her 
© huſband, (inclined me to excuſe her beha- 
| viour ; and I am not afraid to appeal to 
the reaſon of the ſenſible men, for a con- 


firmation of the judgment I pronounced 
in her favour. When huſbands will not 
make their wives happy, ought they to 

wonder at their deviation from virtue? 

Who will dare to anſwer in the affirma- 

tive? The fools, the fools" only.—The 

man of ſenſe knows too well the human 
heart, not to forgive women the foibles 
neceſſarily created by the contempt of 
their huſbands. ü 
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He not_Mirs. Lindſey 3 
ape the woman of faſhion, ſhe would 
have been exceedingly agreeable; but 
her endeavour to appear eaſy and grace- 
fully impertinent, made her the more 
conſpicuouſly ridiculous. Her affefta- 
tion ſpoiled her wit, and a countenance 
which Nature had formed more for vo- 
luptuouſneſs than for dignity.. She was 
of a middle ſtature, and had in her looks 
and the tone of her voice, a ſweetneſs | 
extremely pleaſing. Her dreſs was 
friendly to pleaſure, and her geſture the 
expreſſion of it. In this reſpect only ſhe 
reſembled the celebrated beauties within 
the hemiſphere of St, James s. 
Mrs. Lindſey,” ſaid my mother to 
Vol. II. br me, 
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me, is to the woman n of quality, what 
the Engliſh. macaroni is to che French 
Petit maitre—a deteſtable copy of an ex- 
eellent original. The laſt derives his 
gtaces from Nature; the firſt en 

them from „ 

* tradefiman's wife NG the 
part of a woman of rank, is nen the 
ſatire of the manners of the age.” 

Vanity, Fanny, like an epidemical 
alben has infected every head; few 
will keep to the character of their ſtations 
in ſociety. The dreſs, the manners, and 
the pleaſures of the great, all will adopt 
and enjoy. What is play to men of birth 
or fortune, is commonly death ro the 


citizens. - Hence ſo many families, 9 


to miſery, through the abfurd and con- 
1 ambition of figuring among 
their | 
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their ſuperiors, and attracting the publick 
attention. I have heard Lord Litton 
ſay, Fanny, that ſuch a revolution in 
our manners, was ominous to the gran- 
deur and proſperity of the nation; chat 
it would bring a total change in our go- 
vernment, and turn, one day, a free · born 
people into the moſt abject flaves upon 
earth. That great man, Fanny, calev- - 
lated the proceſs and degree, at which 
our effeminacy would be followed by a 
contempt of liberty, and a ſurrender 6f 
the invaluable rights we have inherited 
from our anceitors. As the depravity is 
; general, there is no hope of a reforma- 
tion, becauſe luxury, diſſipation, and 
pleaſure enervate our minds, corrupt our 
ſouls, and extinguiſh every virtue in our 
hearts. If Lady Spelmer ſhould be fo 
happy as to be viſited by Lord Litton, 
| ; I 2 I would 


a 
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1 would have you, Fanny, liſten atten- 
mc to that intelligent and learned per- 
Wiſdom dwells on his lips—He 
2 with Lord; Cheſt—; the glory of 
England, and; an honour to DO 
reaſon.” 1 jthd ick 5. | 
| My mother might h 15 hk. an 1 
longer, I ſhould not have interrupted her. 
How glad was I to find in her the Mentor 
1 wanted u | $141 
i, 1 We Dy, not part,” ſaid L 4 
aug her with the utmoſt tenderneſs. 
_ « Your converſation becomes too agree- 
able and intereſting. —You are neceſſary 
to the plan I have formed of acquiring 
KEnonledg ge. Leave Leiceſter, and ſettle 
* in London; the preſents of Mr. CO 
will procure a capital of fifteen hundred 
 pounds—Place two thirds in trade, and 


* the ſurplus for caſualties— With 
your 


eee eee off 


your prudence and œconomy, that ſu 
will be ſufficient—Chooſe the buſi 
moſt agreeable to your fancy, or the moſt 
adapted to your abilities My ſiſter and | 
1 vill be your partners. In that inde- 
pendent ſituation, dear mother, you ſhal} 
be at nien w aſſume your true charac- 
ter, and to attend to the education of 
your daughters. Every hour 1 ſhall be 
able to ſpare at Lady Spelmer's, I will 
ſpend with you. Lou muſt not refuſe 
me, for I am determined yoo Ar 15 0 | 
with this ſcheme .. . 
« You have ee my Sides; 
dear Fanny—you have lately ſo, much 
endeared / yourſelf to me by your behavi- 
our and generoſity, that my happineſs 
conſiſts in living with you. As ſoon as I 
have ſatisfied the creditors of your father, 
and diſpoſed of the little property I 
1 3 have 
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have at een will ae back 17 


London.“ wins} (121 202 | 
„ Tour 1 makes me fu- 
Taue happy.. 


1 was really ſos 1 3 her 1 
as a mother than as a true friend; and, 


in that light, the added to my ann 
and tenderneſs for her. | 

In a few days, with 2 help of Mrs 
Lindſey, who was an adept in the knows 
ledge/ of modes and faſhions; 1 was able 
to appear with decency and elegance 
before Lady Spelmer. Mrs. Lindſey 
brought me to ſeveral mantua-makers, 
«& who,” ſaid ſhe, 4 ſold forty pet cent. 
dearer to the nobility, becauſe they often 
ſtood in need * their 2 and dif- 
cretion.”” | 14 | 

9 1 Madam! what do mo 


23 


Mrs. 
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_ Mrs. Lindſey ſmiled. 1 * 1 1 
« When you have been ſome time at 
Lady ume — — 
my meaning.” | 32,7194 
As it is are probablihey 1 beg oo 

would fatisfy my curioſitey. D 
„Well, Miſs, moſt of the mantua- 
makers are polite ladies, whoſe apart- 
ments are always graciouſy open to the 
women of fortune, who, unknown to 
their huſbands, will have a few minutes 
converſation with their lover“ 
Why ſhould not any other houſe” bs 
as convenient to them ?” We THOR 
= For this very important reaſon; -here 
they come in the day-time; and with their 
retinue ; may ſtay an hour, and go back 
unſufpected. In another houſe, an in- 
trigue cannot be ſo eaſily conducted. 
woman muſt either bribe all her ſervants; 
Eq or 
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or expoſe herſelf to a-diſcovery. At a 
mantua-maker's, a lady is led from the 
ſhop into a back: parlour, and from thence 
into a firſt floor, without any body know- | 
ing any ching of the matter“ 
Since, Madam, you are ſo conver- 
ſant with the manners of women of qua- 
ity, I hope you are equally ſo in thoſe of 
a tradeſman's wife. Be ſo good as to tell 
me if ſhe, has FE her, mantua-makers, 
Tou may talk b upon my honour 
I vill not betray ou. 
As I think you as oaths wa 
ever breathed, I will be ſincere with you. 
Our lovers are not commonly rich enough 
to give an interview at a mantua- maker's ; 
nor can we, but ſeldom, find an oppor- 
tunity of meeting with them, without the 
cCountenance of a confident, in equal need 
of our ſupport. Two women, under the 
Pretence 


* 
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bestes e in the park, of a viſe 


to a diſtant place in the city or Weſtmin · 


ſter, go in one of thoſe public gardens 
devoted to pleaſure, where, for a few 
mnillings, they are at liberty. to ſacrifice 
to the deity. The play is another conve - 
nient place, from whence, when huſbands 
are getting drunk in eu wives ſteal 

into a bagnio,” “ | 

At the words play and e Landed 

„ You are a wicked creature you 
ought not to have ſuch an excellent me- 
mory.” 3 | 
« Are. thoſe. all the places Gangs 
to a huſband 2? | 1 R 

% No,. no. God e 
limited to ſo narrow a circle ! . We have, 
often, in our | houſes, the means of re- 
venge againſt the injurious neglect of our. 
huſbands. Among our lodgers, we ſome- 


15 Rf times 
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times find a worthy avenger of the injury 
done to us. I have known à young lady; 
who, througk the want of à better op- 
portunity, converted a hackney- coach 
into a temple to Cupid. We tradeſmen's 
wives are reduced to ſuch miſerableſhifes 
as would aftoniſh you. Women of fa- 
ſhion may go abroad whenever they 
pleaſe, without the company of a friend 
or of a ac u. m ap ger war 
not enjoy.” EW. 

« All the tradeſinen's wives do not be- 
have in that manner ?” 3 
« Thoſe huſbands who continue West 
meet with a grateful return. Women 
happy at heme, are generally conſtant, 
faithful, and virtuous ; but who wilt 
blame the deviations of thoſe, who are 
regarded by their huſbands in no other 
light, than as the uſeleſs furniture of their 

; houſes ? 


kouſes? With 4 young hülbandk to Nee 
the Hfe of à WIdow Is not this ihnrole 
rable, exaſperating? A neglecteck and 


deſpiſed wife is like the poor wretch wh: 


ſeeks to retrieve his deplorable condition 3 


ſhe will exert all her abilities to ſwectem 


the bitters of life nay, 0 1 


8 F 
into pleaſures.” rer * 


Could I tell her de wer e No 
Moraliſts! i is your buſineſs to convince: 
her of it. "> dn We 

« There is an alteration i in your depotts 
ment and converſation that furpriſes me. 
The firſt time I ſaw you,” T hes, ak mw 
a femals cbæcomb 13: ee -Þ 

— clit GEE" 
rected myſelf. Had I known ydu to be 
a woman of ſenſe, I ſhould not have 
played the fool. In my ſociety, affect 
tion is wit, and ſilence a want of judg= 

| I 6 ments 


- 4 
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ment. Should 1. behave or ſpeak with a 
women I frequent, I ſhould be to them 


what a prude is in an aſſembly of women 
of gallantry, the object of laughter, 1 4 


reſpect for religion.” 5 
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graceful ſimplicity in the company of the 


cule, or contempt. of | | 
. '« Have you any neades among ae 


6 Ves; but they differ totally from 
thoſe in the polite world. Tou might 


eaſily miſtake our prudes for their co- 
quettes, and our coquettes for their 


prudes. Theſe are of an auſtere and me- 


lancholy complexion, ours of a gay and 
ſentimental turn. They will ſay No again 


and again, and, at the ſame time, act as 
if they had ſaid Les. Our coquettry con- 
fiſts more in the art of concealing our in- 


diſcretions, than in the deſire of pleaſing.” 
Lou have, undoubredly, a verre 


1 
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« Moſt undoubtedly. Wore ety ele! 


Sunday to church, to hear a ſermon upon 
a text we do not underſtand, and which 
the doctor, as ignorant as ourſelves, la- 
bours for twenty minutes to make as 

plain and intelligible as he can. IT be reſt 

of the week, buſineſs, huſbands, lovers, 
cards, plays, quarrels, - reconciliations, 
ſlander, take their yicuiougens, and. oc- 


cup all Our time.“ ae SARS Il an 
* You n. io dhe ing Y of 
the ſoul 2? 3.0 Fiz Hoihis 
I have eber, ebene d 


honour, , I know not what it means. 
However, if it be true, I ſhall be very 
glad of it, for we certainly deſerve i in the 
next world a compenſation for the miſeries 
of this. Pray, dear Miſs Ramſay, let 
us change our converſation; it is abſurd 
to talk of what we do not underſtand. 

8 Will 


4 
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Wilt you go to the opera chivevening f * 
With all my heart.“ 
Fl fend for a French hair-drefſer,* 
6 Can no Engliſhman dreſs hair?“ 
* AS * as hl ee but the 
fafftivnd will AA . 
Hang the faſhion ; ſend for one of 


| * countrymen.“ 3 


Good Goc!“ exclaimed J, when ſne 
had leſt me, what a world this is} 
What vaſt theatre of wiſdom and folly, 
of virtues and vices ”” I leave the reader 

to make his reflections upon my conver- 
ſation with Mrs. Eindſey; I am not fo 
even to unidertake mn for hin A1 


1 
E. 


* 
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PER 8 tients exertion” of all 
his powers, to make a; head a-wons 
derful piece of art, the hair-drefſer made 
me a moſt frightful figure. The toupee 
woſc pyramidically to the height of nine 
inches, and was fo lightly ſupported. by 
the curls on the ſides, that it threatened to 
tumble at the leaſt, motion of my head. 
« You have made me, Sir, the uglieſt 
creature in nature. I will not go out 
with that monſtrous fabric on my head. 
It is ſo heavy with pomatum and powder, 
that, in ſpite 0k 1 mn me to 
ſtoop.“ | 
«& e 
in that manner —it is the reigning taſte,” 
All the ladies, Sir, have my leave to 
| | be 
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be as ridiculous as they pleaſe—but I wilt 
not diſgrace my features in favour of * 
faſhion. This dreſs is certainly invented, 

that there ſhould: be no ſenſible difference 
between an ugly and a pretty woman,— 
Lord, how I look —1 ume know wy 


ſel£,”* ; 0 01 P PITS! TE 
I turned Wy moter; ſhe vert into 
Javghter, / ir ; F 


hes m_ is a moſt Chriſtian dreſs ; for 
it plamly declares à contempt of beauty; 
under that form, Fanny, you will neither 
tempt, nor be tempted; though a friend 
to virtue, it is an enemy to Nature, whoſe 
partiality for our country: women, does 
not deſerve from them, ſuch an ungrate- 
ful return. One would think they are 
aſnamed to be handſome, ſo much art 
* "Ry in her nene 


« * 
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Pray, Sir, reduce that en to a 
| plain toupee.“ £546: can; : me 
| The hair-dreſſer complied, api 
luctance. I ſaw his fondneſs for the ſtruc- 
ture he had reared, in the flow manner 
with which he deſtroyed it. What a 
pity!“ exclaimed he, every time he took 
a pin away. Indeed, madam, you 
will repent, when, at the opera, you will 
ſce every head differ ſo eſſentially from 
yours. | , Conſider, before it is too late. | 
17K I am reſolved, Sir.” Rennt ß 00 
Be it ſo-upon hondcur it is a pity. 

And, always murmuring, he gave my 
hair the form I wanted it to take. This 
intereſting buſineſs over, I aſked! Mrs. 
Lindſey if ſhe knew any adept in muſic, 
who would accompany. us at the opera?“ 

*I know, Miſs, a gentleman, who has 
been long in France and Italy; he has a 


* 
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fine voice, and plays exquiſitely monk: the 
violin. I will ſend him a card, if you 


m_ ales man of nen he has 
Do, dear Madam. —— 


2 judge of an entertainment, of which 1 


have no knowledge, will be R grates 
ful to me. 

I had juſt fnithed ny We 0 
two gentlemen were introduced by Mrs. 
Lindfey ; as their deportmene and man- 
ners were truly Engliſh, the compliments 
were ſhort on both ſides; and we fat down 
in a friendly manner to a diſh of tea. 
Do you eee Web Madam?” 
ſaid Mr. R. | 

„ No, Sir; but J Sen 
nerd of it.” vo 

'< It s an error, Aden — 95 
ſome people of faſhion, who, to. conceal 


N 
14 
171 
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their: ignorance, arrogate to themſelves 
the legiſlative power over all objects re- 
lative to taſte or pleaſure. I make no 
doubt but they will ſoon oblige the com- 
poſers to ſubſtitute notes to words, and 
have them recitated, or ſung; by the per- 
formers of the opera. This alteration 
would be the more judicious, as it would 
favour their vanity, and be productive 
of the ſame melodious ſounds. Should 
the Italian poets be deficient. in delicacy, 
feeling, and ſublimity of thought, I would 
move the Engliſh audience to- adopt the 
innovation, as their attention, no longer 
divided, would then be entirely taken up 
with the charms of harmony. But Metaſta- 
io, and their other dramatic writers, are ſo 
excellent in-their manner, that, ſince our 
great men will have an Italian opera, they 
ought, certainly, to know the language 
in which it is executed. Should chere be 


found 
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Mid eee bee b aided Plies | 
or Macbetb, could he diſplay their cha- 
paſſions, as forcibly as Garrick ?\ the Ita- 
lan muſic is that buffoon. The perſon- 
ages of the drama are loſt in the muſician, 
who, alone, delights or tertifies our ſouls. 
It is not Adrian or Semiramis we fee upon 
the ſtage, but a Signior and a SRuora, 
who, attempting to captivate our ears, 
murder the character they perform. An 
Italian opera, Madam, is the only enter- 
tainment in England, in which the mind 
has no ſhare.— It is entirely for the benefit 
of the ſenſes—and the diverſion of our 
fools of qual it.. 

Since they are — fond of 
muſic, why do not they unite the uſeful 
with the agreeable? Is it impoſtible-6 to 
have Engliſn muſic d? 


P 5 4 
1 { » HEARD of 


„No, Madam, but the prejudice runs 
ſo high, in favour of the Italians, againſt 
the Engliſh, that I am afraid our people 
of faſhion. will never. have ſenſe enough 
to exterminate it, and do us juſtice. The 
Italians are, undoubtedly, ſuperior. i in the 
art of muſic; but their excellence is 
neither the effect of their climate, nor of 
a happier conformation, or of a more ex- 


quiſite ſenſibility in their organs. Before 


they were encouraged by great men, they 
were what we are. The ſpirit of emu- 
lation followed the hope of reward Once 


honoured, and well paid, their genius 


ſoared above mediocrity, and ſoon was the 


creator of a muſic, which is ſtill che de- 
light and admiration of the whole world. 


It is with muſic, Madam, as with all the 
other liberal arts protected, they riſe i into 


perfection - neglected, they fink; like an 
unjuſtly diſgraced miniſter—to be the ſa- 
tire 
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of quality. But it begins to be ne ' 


will talk of this another tine. - 


lt ſhall then be no longer than this 
night for, I hope, gentlemen, you will 
favour us with your company at ſupper.” 
ET accept your invitation, Madam,“ 
ſaid Mr. R; but, I . Charles 
is engaged.” 4% Stets e 
41 do as 
anſwered his friend, hen 1 eng 
able company.“ 7" Ne 
This oompliment, Charles, thou wilt 
not to-morrow give as an excuſe to Mrs, 
ie rene 

When women will not hear truth, a 
man ought not to ſpeak i it to them. 1 

Nor ought he to love them,” fd 
Mr. R, when he knows ſuch a de- 
fect in them.” 


« As 


THE CHLD o Kron. igt 
„As we always joe before we have 4 


motive to eſteem, and alſo defpiſe, it is 


not eaſy to Gubinit dur Ma ig to * 


dictates of reaſon- 

« Pſhaw! pſhiw?” exclaimed Mr. 
R getting up, the heart of a ſenſible 
man, does not certainly feel like that of a 
fool. Let a woman be ever ſo handſome, 


the impreſſion ſhe makes muſt vaniſh be- 


fore the certaĩty of her being 
of our attachment.” 
« You reaſon as a man who does not 


love leave me my ſenſibility, James; "bs 4 


do not envy your indifference,” 


«It pains me to ſee thee the dupe of 
thy heart—Friendfhip bids me to — 


thee from thy error.” 


« That error is a delight —1 would hate 
you, James, ſhould you rob me of it.” 


« Since thou art pleaſed with thy dif. | 


eaſe, 
6 
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eaſe, I will not attempt the cure of it. 
To love a coquette ! zounds ! can there 


be a more egregious folly than that? or 


P eee the moſt 


- His friend ſmiled. 

Tour ſatire, WR" is no e 
| _ the pleaſures of ſentiment—Some 
prude will, perhaps, one day revenge Mrs. 
F for n diſlike to her. Lady 
1 Ties; i gh n e 


< Lady 8 1 e eee 


ſenſible, modeſt, and virtuous women in 
W eee ITEMS it 

She has wit, RAY 1 
bene in favour of her modeſty and 
virtue, is at leaſt as fooliſ as my attach- 
ment to, Mrs. F-—. As I love Mrs. 


F-—, though, ſenſible of her imperfec- | 


tions, I deſerve your raillery ; but your 


advancage 


Ak UwTLX 


_ } 


* 
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advantage over me is chimerical, fince you 

are yet a ſtranger to the character of 

Lady B-—, only becauſe you do not 

chuſe to be acquainted with ir. —Forgive, | 
rſatic CO ws 

yo. I nat yl 3% 

He wir wii bad — ur 
pleaſure to their converſation. Whatever 
tended to giye me an inſight into the hu- 
man heart, and to unfold che natüte f 
our paſfions, was 4 futſeck which" de- 
manded all my attention. Mr. R, 
his friend, and their miſtreſſes, were cha- 
racters worthy of my phitsſ6phicat re- * 
flections. My mother having deſired to 
be left at home, 1 whif ed to her a few 


words revenge ſupx , ad chen ſet out 
- — J Alle , 711 
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Ia of an Akama: 1 1 
ot at the door. an UG elegant;equipage, ith. ; 
two livery- ſervants. My heart fluttered, 0 
nox through,yanitys that ſenſation, had al 
ready in my heart given. way to honeſt. 
pride, byt through. the, fear, of, Ppearins 
ro; pelong to the, proprietor; f it... Iren 
treated back afew K. and taking A 0 
Lindſey apart 6 vin! lle begann 
Tbat coach, Madar ms, will make 
90, ffn rie Alander with. 
bo: h2wileb gaivad, client wid noi 
This is „new. perfectly new, ſaid 
Mrs. Lindſey, burſting, into laughter. 
And, calling Mr. R—, ſhe, 8 him, 


my reflection. 
Were you not gong! to ſuch'a public - 


Place 
2 K 4 


kur dub or nanu. 1967. 


pute. m She. gpers,” aid, Maj Romo. 
« your ſeruple, Madam, would; be g- 
tional; but, on ſuch an occaſion, depo - 
rum is lways oyer-ruled by conyeniencye dn 
1 am not a prude, Sir 3 but I. think a, 
gentleman's S carriage. is no friend to the, 
reputation, of the woman who accepts gf 
it, perle when, the, is eaten 
life inferior 5 . Hupen, 3 e Acid nut 
och m manners and modeſty, madam, 
fill up the diſtance; no body can per e 


118 


Though I ,adn ne er wh +. 
ade! he eniling, I will got at ppl, 


approyg gf it” TT . ft basta rin 

And talking me reſpectfully by ys hand, 
he led me tothe coach, 21 HM am 

The women who will call my ſeruple,, 
impertinent, are either ſtrangets to the, 
manners of the world, or affect not to 
kan . that they may ue their. 


IS * 31 2405 vanity... 
A 
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vanity: Mets of faſhion; "though then; bf" 
| hofibut; eriditnger as much che fur füme 
of "i virgin, as any rake or buck: When 
they *WMbciate with women of my cli, 
tlie latter become 'neceſfarity the natural 
objefls of Lander. There ib a "line be- 
tween thoſe men and us, drawn by-opi- 
nion, and the difference of birth and for- 
tune, which they cannot paſs over with- 
out bribging a diſgrace upon us. 4 What, 
but love or pleaſure, could form a con- 
neckich, unauthoriſed! by cuſtom; and pro- 
hibited by the pride of men? Would a 
man deſcend from his rank, renounce the 
ſociety of his friends, and glory in an in- 
timacy with us, were not that intimacy 
neceſfary to his happineſs ? Such, young 
women; art the reflections whiek, though 
they do not deprive” you of your virtue, 
rob ybu of your reputation, which, in' thür 
ape, is the reality of it. 
| 5 - To 
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Fo an car unacquainted with the Italian 
language, the Opera: can procure. but 4 
hatf-ſatisfaftory, delight, always blended 
with a:ſenſation of diſguſt; I will com- 
pare it to a book, in which good thoughts 
are ſo ſcarce, that you cannot find: one 
but after the peruſal of ten pages of non- 

ſenſe, The interval betwebn che fongs'is 
Ailled'vp by Totedious a monbttne; Tull | 


a repetition of the fame 'fouhts, chat che my 


beäuties f In arteia Meral bompeßlate⸗ | 
for che thortal' lüggobt of the . 
Rogan Rl tf har the” au — 4 | 
0 8 FOR dei for ihe filutigns 
Cue 
The Sigpar6, 70. rapelcue Berpnice ps 
_cammanpe. by.a repeated een 198 
again a favoprite rige. ; The miſterhiyt 
Titus was forcibly givtſtad af her digrtity, 
and Junk into the mie an lud ef Ua 
* e Have 


*.# 


in 4 


3198. uf cue re 


ufllbe to the? b capriee aig An unden! 
7 publi e: A 06). 55 1 sb ene! 
ee e e ir the pit at 
Drarane were compoſed of men of fa - 
/ thion; they yould ſee Garrick in Hamer, 
and inſiſt upon his repeating the famous 
| ſoliloquy of * Lobe. on not to , &c” 
When will their whims give way ts ſen · 
timent, and their falſe taſte be corrected 
| dy the charm of a rational Pleaſure?., 5 


* My, reflections, upan., the opera, Kee 


0 interrupted by, thoſe of my, Vanity. 
0 brilliant an afſembly, v where TY 


of 1 + Iz #1 20 ELI 


oman vied with each other 1 1 W pd 


vgs "4 7 


f Ho f. - J dreſs, cd 4 was _ 
1 1 2 2 £145 3 1 1 32 vt 
il r th my favour cir culated in th 


+*Fery, ac Pa 5 Tr 
38P Mr N At TN 
Wii hötage paid me. His reſpect dwindled 
dino h ſeutimbntul abreficibng! and beiat- 
it tempel, ſever ab times, to divert me from 
veſt FE IP Fiche 


Frey ar it na x. "7 99 


_ 1815 ure br Aol di, tn * 
. "hep aſure © (oor admired. I thou ht 
1 75 Ja Aft Ai 
he cond at of Nik more offenlive 
9 : 51 ( "ihr oF nen te 
* ittering my, reſervedneſs 1 in- 


5 15 


td in SI to the delicacy of 
His madners. * The modeſty "+ my looks 
oppolent” the Bdueiry of his deportment, 


7 910 ON ,22 18 185"! 


; \ —Young Women, let my behaviour be 
youts, when! you a are with, men in public ; 
beware of Peir art and pride; the moſt 

-fidiffere; at of them is often the moſt am 

e d appearing - 'man | 1 

and of flaking his honour againſt your re- 

| putation. "Through 3 a thoughtlels yanity, 


1 | M7 ET 218 T3? * 
encourage not à conduct, whoſe conſe· 


eil 4350 441 Le 195 3 17571. 8 
quences may co r them. with, glory, and f 
un ani oh Sally 


you Wl ch djſhgt outs Y From af impru- 


——— — 


dent ſqiles drops.an morſel for- envy. or ma- 


lignity—lr is the oak of moſt women to 
NED he ng) Juſtice ELVES thoſe who 
want your 1100 gence; fo their r conte mpt 
of you 1s key profitable to g themſelyes. 
| Among the gentlemen Who had ho- 


K 4 noured 
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. noured. me with a look preſſes of my 
aid 1.3 
cular 15 555 


"pleating them, one in. 


my regard.—Tie was about Ache Ar 
had the nobleſt ' phyſlognomy 1 ever be- 


h 
oy: Be Rs: 15 an elegance. 1 in his ger 
Son, a decency PL his Funes A 
$75 fibility in bis fearutes, no ne OR. 5 — I- 


wad my eye. 'He, alone, e: Excited | my 
Y 
curioſity 3 to him. alone Ty "wiſhed 10 f „ap- 


\pear,agrecable. . know, hot whether. my 
Alan ces | tald him the ingiſcreer wih; hut 
to the ebd d of the the o Opera, 51 | was the ſole ob- 
ject of his 2 attention. He bad bowed to 
Mr. R my aſking his name might 


3214 4 


have betrayed y concern—Prud: ence 5 
7 wo J 


geſted me the m means of knoying i 
Js it, A ſaid T to ib RG 2 * 
rule of the modern t t Hire i. 

decently at wotkien hatin * nn pl 


my * eſpile 
1. is. an air in the f 5p, del d by 
1 10 > 231 Rong! | 
men of honour. Ne e 


2 The gentleman v _ his moment, 
Wk bowed 
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yet his eyes art obſtinately heit up me. 
of diſcretion and honoux.- hei des nat in- 
of gazing upon &lovely;Wwamgelcod: | 1 
Fanny Raſay,”, faid, 1! 19. myſelf, 
« remember what: thou apt, think. go 
mary of Sir Henry. il eo ba 
Ny zeaſon refuſed vo pheg. me mae 
leaving the open ans dab | 
40. MruBomoy iA8 he, coagh.,9as . the” 
door, their converſation nh ⁰rC o, als 
* Sir Henry, Madam,“ ſaid . R. 
10 me,  *;defired me to tell him vn 
are, and where you hve.” 6: VS 1 
« Fooliſh queſtions,” exclaĩmed 1. 
« Thinking them ſo, I have given Um | 
a falſe name, and a falſe direction. 
J am glad of it.. 
It was a lie. 1 was diſpleaſed, chongh, 
K 5 1 18. 
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-quitthecfogas ima, I Mas Conſtious of che 


vnceſſuꝶu uf a maining ink nowri to him. 
ubs hmneg Nun: -- nud hot added 
Jenry- was ſo hand- 
Mole PUG nbt flatter myfelf that 
I ſhouſd rte fro him the tender Uf his 
Mahd Indtz in hir perſon, \Uitinguiſh- 
gl ifo uU by Nature, is*evnitti6nly 
fond of his Uderty—Certain 'bf pteafihg, 
ed Furt · IRE HO wers of plcäfre, Wirh- 
de ph Hin erf to their thörns. Ah 

HAAR vii Him! founded upon Iber- 
lift : my ide rejected. I was no longer 


the poor NA Namſay Las I cou⁴ lid 


imcleptudehtz und was itt ſcareh of -know- 
Jedge aid iwildomy” I thought L ought to 
live virtuous, and ban the nen of 
Natusch clips 
Mil, 09419 ved, ] my ately Q nila 2 
e apiſteub et n e Donn Alte 
: 7 41-10 51 2 cas 18 
eto Libet r 2 5 1,3 


Is | a i 


_ 


a M242 a at ac. 


— 
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10 blittsi2d1 tt dit jabnatft zit Bun brad 
s av tt at ie e bas rissig 
Tonk CHA sr {11524715 : 
TNwilling othat-wysgueſts) ould diſ⸗- 
cover the new ſentiments in my 
heart moe uiii ſtill to feed them 
withontfledtipngt endeavüured to ſhake 
off the idea of ir i AAenry, and was ſo 
lucky as to ſucceed in the attempt. Ani- 
mat by mygghEtyA0 N. and his 
fiend? fupparted! ir): with c wit humour, 
andidetency. A woman of the firſt rank 
could net have obtained from them more 
deftrende / and reſpect. Me. N bel. 
haveWns'if defirous of pledſing GM. 


Ws. df ddhrous of meriting thy 


eſteem Mrs. Lindſey partook in our 
converſation, and often enlivened it with 
the ſallies of a ſpriglitly and diſcrett ima 
gination. This womani"could;' in the 
eaſieſt manner, "riſe ink her ſoul to 
the ton of her compa y. With her huſ⸗ 
7%: K 6 band 
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band and his friends, ſhe was the child of 
ee "IT 7 8 ſhe was a 


ee ebe ö 
dam? ſaid Mr. R=. 243 ; 29VOF © 1 
Almo repent! Gir, the hen 1 
gave to it. Rinee we are uptin ſthat ſub- 
gect, is it your ðpinion that we might 
have Englifhimulicd?*[:3252//t 01.25 14aul 
n hit is - my dpinion, Madam. Wauld 
che govtrnment tiſtabiiſb an αν,EHnNf 
muſic; and give ꝓpremiums and hunbus 
40 dhe adepts in chat att, We ſhould net 
be long in the neceſſity of borrowing them 
From. Italy. It is only through want of 
encouragement, that the hbergl -arts are 
an a languiſhing ſtate in this nation. Had 
xe no philoſophers, no mathematicians, 
no orators, we ſhould. be jaſtly called the 
lavages of Europe.“ Eick 19138072 
„Have we no other ieee 149 
n. | 


4 7 , Ss 3 
* 
12 es. 
* . * F 
* : * * A wu * 
* 
- 
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Nes, Wie haye the beſt navyofficetk 
I tbnnbeleet rien; at e 0% phy 


our laws ?“ WO 20 ban un a 


As much as for the partiality with 
adicdoions autorfuiliahncaca «Mei have a 


>16- - $1338 HE: ll is Fer is 
301 qd aha dal along, 
that Ne have 24.preſent,. J cannot grant 
15 „ere, nagt lo many. neæw. plays, Per- 
formed, every year, a proof againft,your 
opinion 24 blue exigg a; Le 10 
ies * I -REF\ are, rather, a; oH] of 


it. Tbey conbiſt, in genetal, f old cha: 
racters, 0d incidents, and, old Fatal- 


rrophes, vamped Out in the language ad 
che dreſs of he daß. Nou wilk find. ig 
them neither novelty, nor 4 


nor "fire. 5 he molt, fc ul. among 


them, are —— rranſlted” kom the 
bonn. French 


G ai —— eee 
thedbgnuy: cf pruſer e dv ſohie Ura- 
matic authors, and not one poet -nor 
155 aui hiſtorjan Gt 28 dovm ah 
„What is the cuſe cf revolation 
Waben e een ee 
The ſame: that impedbs che- progreſs 
of muſic, architecture, and paintingaa 
the want [of /ehcouragenient! ” In HTaßce, 
a Cd und d VL ard hHötibüred By 
che king refpectect by the Vidar Aimoſt 
adotetl by the whole nition. Here en 
of equal abilities, would be ' Whit 
N the 
Hope f Keeilg a pütſe pe ev 
miese ih'therr diſtreſcs P. Flenck 16 
are e of a min or 


Mats): 2 rn BOL... 2900 e m3 
a Wt, _ us 6 ever he of 2 um 


And Nebertſe HS) 208 | 
. In England, the — ele det 


of literature are the bookſellers. 
* introduce 


ur en or NATURE, 4 


introduce him to the! vordd, ana 
him into their parties of pleaſuseen Our 
noblemen; Madam, ure! of z2dB#ent 
caſt;; they value only thoſe auHO,ꝰ whb 
are in che pay iof goveimipentq orolir the 
cheirn partus e fenden ber 
ferred to a Dellen in Lovke, and 4 Mu. 
ton. Their fortune is beſtowed upon 
horſes, dogg Batterers;r dn \COUr{©Zang.. 
They have noigold to promioter:indhiltry, | 
to encourage talents,” toorewardothboiman 
of merit z nay, not even toi ſupport the 
dignity of their rank, (hich: they oft 
proſtitute at a hoxſeitaoe, and, theigamings 
table. Their publie contemipt of their 
countrymen. prevails ſtill; more in their 
private life. Foreigners only obtain their 
confidence—ithem.,galy. they, employ—pin | 
them only .. they. find taſte and merit : 
F Fan reſultz the ruin of pur mar 
nufactories, 
4. 


_ 1208 ur enn or NATURE, | 


Angen vit: !! aq 2150 . tt. 1 
5 Mhey muſt certainly have a motive 
or taking foreigners into their ſervice?” - 
b dleib wweded, ——— the ex 
-niſeryy dr the define — 

import contingally ante London. Being 
always. ready ſervilehy to obey the. ca- 

Prices, and Tubmit ro the whinis of bur 

noblemen, ahey caſily gain over iherm af 
aſcendancy; which cannot be obtained by 
an honeſt) Engliſhman; This will only 
do what he ought to do; the other ha 

not teaſon but che will- f his taſter. "A 
voluntary ſlave is a more uſpful ſervant co 
men evrrupted by proſperity,” than the 
* who centers himſelf in the circle of 

his" duties, and carries in his ſervitude 
33 independeney.— As to our 
„ ee ee 


* | their 
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their, dreſs, and che Lurnirure of der 
ho uſes, 1 attribute. it to their poverty. 
13 ©; Poverty 1 you are not in earneſt? 
"Riches, Maday, jo the hands of 
fools, ſpendthrifts, or gameſters, are like 


parts 10 th "I 75 who turns them, to his 


diladvprage, | Ne heads, or corrupted 
fway © EA 
hearts, mo undder cr, Is of fo „ca- 
17 vo * 
price, , or oak 15 c of this un- 
P 215. #7 | 1 40 | 
luck ky. 25 1 forcibly Jed i into 
23 u 4 L 7571 
extravagancies, Whic they - REY neither can 
-20 Ons < Nat Watt. of Jau, Hie 


19, nor would. &YEN \ preveiſt, ſhould a 


1 2M S Raff 3 f 
frien end, make them ſen ſible off eth he el 
conſequences, that attend chem. 1 will 
not Fall, chat man rich, who, withoten 
thouſand, 4 year, will ynture that! ſym, 


and often the dauble of ib at bagend, rr 


upon race horſes. Men who, u gratify 

2 whim, expoſe themſelves too the negeſ 
fiy, of ;applying to ſurers, or of monty 
aging, their.cſtates, myſt, in theęteſſential 
and Wann 180 to the 
cheapeſt 


GIL 


Sho -vip elirts ee 


Reaper hel For wis elles . che 
far Hades In Lchdo 1s: WB We 
advatitdges of Bis- Hbneſt mußt by the 
Enbggler 5 ta the ihdig GA man of faſhion 


76 10 Bru 116759! #1001 
"who countenances him,” 1 


; * « Are there no.) vhs, again ppp l. 
6 - 3 bY 2 ibs 

25 ies of pur 17 0 95 | erg 150A 
e. have Madam; but they 


11 91 Wh R { * TO. ,IIT] 


are Wal ſeyere'« enough. to ſop _ the end. 
LOL 
Their Jen lenity is a def in the legiſlature, 


HED 39113 23113 


Whic ht ze make. po differenge be 
bio . W who Grelle hh 
\'Foreigh fills, velyets, rr gold lace, | 
Land cambrick, and the receiver of ſtolen 
Boolls. Shouldir' be felbn) to encoutag 
the French manbfactures at the expejic 
vf ours) but trade, from the defpicable | 
fine 20-which"ir' is reduced, would riſe 
ſoperior to that ef all che Europe um na- 
ons Then we houfd öl iss the mot 
ef meniberd of the” cmtnunity por 
thtovgh;the wane of | wotk}''6r emigrite 
cso from 


1 


betete. atteſtorb h ο,jẽ = 
They muſt have been burzecbzwich 


* 
7. 
„ 4» 
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from England through” che" want of 


breast. 05 quo 9123 39: enen 
Can no remedy be found: 
« The criminal are our legiſlators ; 


can you expect they will ga ” law 
Rn Bt ti RIG | 
Have we no patriots We We- 
tio ſo favourable to the intereſt and glory 
of the nation? 00: wan 1611 © N 4# 


66 Modern patriots, Madam lane like 


diſcarded lovers, who abuſe their miſtreſſes | 
becauſe they could not obtain their /fa- 
vours. The good of their country is 
only a pretence to get᷑ a placeß a penſion, 
or a title. Patriotiſm yields generallythe 
arms 10 prerogative hen the royal fa- 
; vours are beſtqwed 3 the perfor who 
aſſumed the maſk of iv, T 


« What is become of the'integriry! and 


Welt or have retired into ſothefieftour 


Ld T 3 | Weſt. 


i 
* ®% * 
N 
4 | 
ang —— ie ror ern en 
— 


— — — — - 
- — — . ²—.1—A 1 Oo” ooo 
1 — =. - 
—— £5” 


b 
| 
ll 

| 
| 


ay — Ia oc. xv wore nd ities ae. es 
—— 


* 
. 
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Welt Indian colonies; The Preſegt e- 
 preſentatives of the people do not seven 
ang. act without diſguiſe, agreeably o 
he dilares of elt intereſt. The wor. 
Madam, is a farce, in hich all: men play 
Apart, adapted to their wants or/paſiions,” 


mot? Is net roligign; a check up them!“ 
7 « I do not know how it Ma- 


dump bur rei on is Sefer * 
Nham t is in oſition to thel intereſls of 
loves iavarice; or ambition. /Beſidds, 
there enn be but one trur; and e 
conſoious that they ant diſqermment to 
enced, only by their reaſon;. in che actions 
;of. thee lives. +0 91102909 ei 16:1 WW vo; 2." 
Do. not all-the religions recht the 
1D, f cut b, bir 0 H 
«$15 // Thot 
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«Thoſe pretepts belony g to every re. 
ligion, hut they ate not ſo unanimous” in 
their opimons of them. Every where 
virtue is alternately held up to our vene- 
nion or "conteitipt abcordibg tb, te 
differences of our” religions or g eln! 
ments. Religious virtues dab agree 
with thoſe of ſociety—and both are at a 
perpetual Wär with" the laws" of Nature. 

In France celibacy is a virtue Pere lr. 
is conſiderkd as u vice. Puſſive obedienee 
to the” commands of their princes; is 4 
vinue preſeribed by the Romi clergy to 
all the nations under their conmunion 
here we are ordered” to obey” the we 
only You ſee, Madam, tar” the prac- - 
tice of the ſublimeſt virtue in France? is? 
here in deteſtätion, and that the love of 
their cõᷣuntryꝰ conſiſts in their ſubmiſſion? 
t6 their king z when in England we are 
fee, and governed only by the laws. I> 
vill give you no mote thun. inftancesy: 
4 ws | in 


A 
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in which the French and we date g con- 
traſt to each other, upon two points the 
moſt important to religion and ſociety, : 
* hey are ſufficient to; convince you, that 
though all, religions preach, the practice 
of virtue and the loye of dur country, 
they differ ſo eſſentially i in their notions 
of them, that a man of ſenſe is authorized 


not to regulate his conduct by what they h 
preſcribe or, forbid. When the man ſof 
ſenſe happens to be ſtimulated by the 
thirſt of riches or glory, be aſſured he 
will nor. heſitate to prefer the. Ace aa 
this world, to the uncertainty, of. the ever. oec. 
laſtipg bliſs promiſedito him. „ „ de 
Can the man of ſenſe, Sir, be eſteemed 
or n.crſted, who ſhall have no religion?” 
That man, Madam, will þaye.jtwo 


ng j 


* 


Wiebe one for himſelf, and the other Long 


for the public. In his heart he will bea; 
deiſt, and in appearance he will adopt the anſwe 


pee his frince m On MO, V8; 320 "litg 
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Whynche religion of his prince, and 
not that gf the quaker. men or 


oe rene fe iq 983 10 Oli [RRC df of 
« Becayſe,, in that giant alone, he 


ments. NIA zi 1 Mig A 1 
This a, converſation! for a ſupper?” 
exclaimed Mrs. Lindley: ;-*4 Upon ho- 
nour, you ſhall talk no longen upon ſuch: 


q give ygu a ſong Pat difaat d 5 1 
e A ſong !?? ſaid Mr. W ſmiling; 


ound he looked, at his v. Watch. Two, 
0 clock 1. it iq Sunday. wil you ou tranſgrels,, 


the lay? af $56 417 a gu Y' 2 Sutil 1813 
« Aye, aye, and wichout-ſeruple, Sing 
ing 18 NO crime; 1 am ſure of it.” 2 an . 1 


London, Sir b. ling dt wt .itontud on 
* Men and women, of anke Madam,” 03 
| anſwered Mr. Mr devote them to 


bold, 


can n obtali riches, honours, or ptefer - 


grave and, melancholy. ſukiects. I, willy 


60 How. do 9 1898 peng. ye Sungays in , 


viſits and land der—ſme of. them, more if 


# 
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bold; keep their routs a8 ufa. The 
citiaens go to church in the merning, and 
to the bagnio or the public houſr in the 
erehing. The lower claſs ſpend chem in 
every kind of. debauchery 11.5190 15 
« What a picture! is it faithful ??“ 
Indeed, Madam, it is but too true. 
Sundays are conſecrated to viee. Should 
the diverſions: allowed in the week be 
permitted on a Sunday, the people would 
preſerve their health and their wy 
which, through idtenels,” fall a 

co libertiniſm and drunkenneſs. What 
would you have them de 16M up hours 
that hang heavy upon their hands, Wen 
they are not ſuffered to triſe them away 
in any innocent amuſement? Will ydung 

| men, after a week's painfül attendance 
to buſineſs, ſhut themſelves in their houſes 

to pray; or” read the ſefiprares® from 
morning to hight ? No, it is not in that” 
ſolemn occtipatibn” thy cotiict find a 16 
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medy for their exhauſted ſpirits. Like 
chirſty travellers, they want a cool ſpring 
to refreſh themſelves; they want a happy 
day after ſix days of miſery ; and when 
the legiſlators deny it to them, is it a 
wonder they ſhould abuſe the few hours 
of liberty it is in their power to enjoy ? 
Singing, dancing, manly exerciſes, would 
prevent them from contracting vicious 
habits; would divert them from every 
thought and care, and make them, the 
next morning, begin again, with a cheer- 
7 ful heart, the drudgeries of life.” 
0 « How is it abroad? 
| *The reverſe of what it is in England: 
The Sundays are conſecrated to devotion 
and pleaſure ; they reign alternately, and 
b keep the people from intemperance ang 
immorality.“ 
No more of your fine digreſſions, 
laid Mrs. Lindſey, * 1 will ns Liſten 
to me.? 


Vor. II. L Mrs, 
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Mrs. Lindſey was in the midſt of her 
ſong, when her huſband came vp. Rairs ' 

_ reeling, and eg; with a bannen of 
vaths, for his wife. 

It is my tnſband,” ſaid Mrs. Ling 
ſey, he is drunk; Pl e e 
into bed.“ ; 

Mrs. Lindley's whining W did 
not avail her. Good God! What words 
flowed from her huſband's lips! What a 
brute a drunken man is I In ſpite: of hi 

wife and Molly, Mr. Lady forced im. 
ſelf into the room. ' 

« Don't be afraid, ladies,” ſaid Mr. 
R; © the beaſt is not miſchievous 
in his madneſs. A drunken man is an 
object of ene for a W 
mind.“ | 

0 Pretty very pretty indeed? ſtam- 
mered Mr. Lindſey; < Mr. R=—, 'is it 
proper to come to my wife in my abſence? 
Eh! Do you call that a friendly ac- 

tion? 
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ton ?.<Are there not, without her, —— 


enough in London?“ 


The brute !” exclaimed kis miſe 
And ſhe left him to the care of Molly, 
who, neglectful of her charge, let him 
drop upon the floor. 

% Now,” ſaid Mrs. Lindſey, 4 * n 


him ſafe, for he will not be able to ger 


23 


up. | 
« My name is Tom La am as 
good a gentleman as anyone of you 
Tom Lindſey ſha'n't be a cold. By 
G—d! I will not agar 2 doing: in 
my houſe.“ | 

He ſpoke for twestyd minutes a ene 


that would have forced an iHeraclitus to 


burſt into laughter; and then muttering 


half broken curſes and complaints, he fell 


into a ſound ſleep. 
e That's the man,“ faid Mrs. Lindley, 
% am. ordered to love and obey ls he 


not a charming and rational creature? 


L 2 What 


What maid would think of matrimony, 
did ſne fear the chance of having ſuch a 
huſband ? What wife will oppoſe the 
deſire of revenge, when Nature and 'a 
man of honour intreat her to indulge it ?? 
« Could a drunken man,“ ſaid Mr. 
W-—, ſee himſelf in that ſituation, 
he never would twice expoſe himſelf to 
it. Of all the vices, drunkenneſs is the 
moſt odious, as it cannot be juſtified; 
fror it is in the power of every man not to 
fall into it. Intoxication is unattended by 
pleaſure. A few glaſſes enliven the ſpirits 
and are agreeable to the palate; a dozen 
obſcure the reaſon and pall the taſte. 
From that moment, wine or any other 
liquor no longer procures pleaſing ſenſa- 
tions; and therefore the man who con- 
tinues to drink them, ſinks below the 
vileſt brute in the creation.“ 
At the deſire of Mrs. Lindſey, the ſer- 


vants of Mr. R vere called up; and 
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they deri her huſband to his apart- 
ment. | 


« Mr, Lindy, Mal ſaid Mr. 


W, confirms what I have ſaid 


about the liberties taken on a Sunday, 
and is a proof of the bad effects of preju- 


dices in a weak mind. He thinks there 


is a ſin in a game at cards and in a tune 
upon the harpſichord, and finds none in 


the indulgence of a paſſion that deprives 


him of his reaſon.“ 


5 Morality again b exclaimed Mrs. 


Lindſey. In the name of pleaſure have 
done with it!“ We complied, and it 
was paſt five when the gentlemen ow 
we parted with mutual regret, 


4 
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CHAP. LL 


« 1 Have well employed,” ſaid I to my 
mother, © the time I have been with 
the gentlemen What a vaſt field for re- 
flection have they left me! Have you 
diſcovered any errors in their opinions 
upon the fubjefts of my curioſity? - 
Not ane, Fanny; they have freely 
told you what every impartial and ſenſible 
man thinks in his heart. They were the 
more ingenuous in their anſwers .to your 
queſtions, as they plainly ſaw you were 
actuated by the ſincere deſire of knowing 
the truth. To that deſire, you are in- 
debted for the decency of their behaviour 
to you. A young woman of merit meets 
generally with reſpect, when that ſenti- 
ment is, as generally, refuſed to the fooliſh 
woman of rank or fortune. Had ſuch a 
woman been in your place, either the 
N gentlemen 


en 
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gentlemen would haye complimented her 
with the ſacrifice of their reaſon. and diſ- 
cretion, or they would have talked a lan- 


guage unintelligible to each other.” 


„They would not, certainly, have put 
on the character of a fool in her favour.” 
„Any character whatever prudent men 


vill aſſume, Fanny, rather than offend, or 


diſpleaſe. The diſpleaſure of a pretty fool- 
iſh. woman of quality, is the more dan- 
gerous to a man of ſenſe, that being, na- 
turally, the object of envy, he could op · 
poſe but a few friends, to a world of 
enemies intereſted i in expoſin g him to con- 
tempt,” 

64 It is a difficult talk for the man who, 
not being converſant in the manners of 
the world, cannot have the flexibility of 
mind requiſite. to accommodate. himſelf 
to every diſpoſition and character,” 

A man of ſenſe, Fanny, poſſeſſes al- 
ways that flexibility, whenever it is con- 

L 4 venient 
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venient for him to make uſe of it. Ac- 
quainted with the paſſions and the foibles 
of the human heart, his knowledge of 
them is the rule of his conduct. 
« A man of ſenſe * not to * ab- 
jet. 60 | 
Would you have him ſtarve, or leave 
to knaves the enjoyment | of the goods or 
this world?“ 
What difference is there between hi him 
and the knave? I ſee: none.“ fe 
« A knave, F anny, 1s a principled” in- 
poſter, who, guided by ſelf-intereſt, in 
every action of his life, acts in defiance 
to the law, and every ſentiment held ſa- 
cred by ſociety. — The man of ſenſe preys 
only upon the follies of mankind—they 
are to him, what the fly is to the ſpider, 
and the ſpider to the ſwallow, a food or: 
dered for him by Nature.” 159 5 
« Well! is not that the life of a knave?” 
It ſeems to be ſo at firſt fight, Fanny 
HIST | It 
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Ie is not ſo in reality. The knave is com- 
monly a ſharper, whoſe claims go often 
no further than to our purſe; but the man 
of ſenſe pretends to honours, diſtinction, 
eſteem, friendſhip, and to a ſhare in our 


pleaſures, You ſee him under the ſhape 
of a flatterer, of a virtuous man, of a 
ſlanderer, nay of a lover, agrecably to the 
character of the men or women whoſe 


protection he wants.” 

« Since, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
all wear a maſk, and appear what they 
are not, how. can there be ſo many dupes?ꝰ 

«* Moſt men, Fanny, wear a maſk they 
are not able to ſupport. T he affectation 
of wit, learning, or virtue, does not ſe 
crete the fool, the ignorant, or the hypo- 


crite, from the eye of the wiſe man, who | 
is intereſted /in the knowledge of their 
real characters. People of rank, or of 


an independent fortune, wear no maſk, not 


eyen that of decency, but upon particular 


L5 occaſions, 


- 
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occaſions, and throw it aſide when it is 
no longer of any ſervice to them. A wo- 
man will never conceal her ſenſibility for 
the pleaſures of love—without it, ſhe 
would appear leſs amiable and tempting 
but her enjoyment of them. All her other 
paſſions, which, though more criminal, 
endanger not her reputation, ſhe ufes with 
more indulgence; none of them will ſhe 
be at the trouble to keep from us, as we 
may be neceſſary in the gratification of 
them. Men, in general, are not ſo dif- 
ereet; being more careleſs of their ho- 


nour, than women are of their virtue, | 


they are not ſo much upon their guard 
againſt the cenfure of the world, and the 
arts of a diſſembler. There will be dupes, 
Fanny, fo long as men or women of ſenſe 
ſhall want, what it is in the Pay of 
fools to grant.” 
Then morality has no chance to pro- 
ſßper f= 
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ſper Between the man of ſenſe and the 
fool, what friend can protect her?“ 


The old, the inſenſible, all thoſe who. 
can no longer enjoy, or are contented with 


what they are, or poſſeſs, wall ſide in her 
f wi 

7 Such nia” x are rather a e 
than an, honour to her.“ 

« I cannot. help it.“ 

« Do: you think thoſe. men virtuous, 
who are ſo, becauſe. they have it not in 
their power to ſin?” | 

« I am afraid, Fanny, there are no 
other virtuous people in the world When 
blood runs high in the veins, and uiclina- 
tion unites with the ability of enjoying, 
pleaſure, generally, comes off conqueror 
over morality.“ 

“Does not morality often gain theday?” 


Always, Fanny, when the paſſion that 
oppoſed her, is no longer intereſted in ob- 


taining the victory.“ 8 
I. 6 5 « Of | 


be. 1 195 Fo N . [| a Mes A 
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Of what ſervice then is reaſon to us?” 
To prevent us from being the victims 
of impoſtors, whoſe authority is founded 
upon our ignorance — Powerful againſt po- 
lirical or religious errors, it is defenceleſs 
againſt the paſſions. Reaſon and paſſions, 
Fanny, have a ſeparate empire—ſome- 
times they unite z but often act without 
the concurrence of each other, Our con- 
duct in ſocial life is often ſubmnitted to 
the firſt—The laſt are the creators of our 
pleaſures and pains. Could we, at our 
will, ſilence either, or make them ſubſer- 
vient to each other, we ſhould be inde- 
pendent beings, inſtead of being the w_w 
of an over-ruling deſtiny !?“ 
My mother's want of reſt made me Ai 
continue a converſation, which was my 
delight. The thirſt of knowledge was fo 
predominant” in me, that my heart was 
almoſt dead to the idea of Sir Henry Fen- 
tam, and to Mr. Rs deſire of pleaſ- 
2 ing 
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ing me.—T remembered the firſt, without 
any ſenſation of pleaſure ;- and the laſt, 
only with the cold emotion of gratitude 
and reſpect. Theſe! ſentiments gave way 
to reflections upon what J had heard; 


I to e991 and waked to live in 


and my ſleep was a continuation of them. 
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nar III. 


1 Was N upon us 2 
changes independency had cauſed in 
my mind and heart, and the advantages 
reſulting from the knowledge of the ac- 
tions, manners, and opinions of men, 
when Mr. R ſent his name up. The 
pleaſure of thinking had made me care- 
leſs of my dreſs; I was in a deſhabille 
more becoming a votary of Cupid, than 
a lover of philoſophy. The curioſity of 
knowing whether Nature or Art would 
make a ſtronger impreſſion upon the heart 
of a ſenſible man, dictated my anſwer.— 
Mr. R came Good God, how he 
looked! He frightened me—his counte- 
nance was the real picture of grief, 
« Are you not well, Sir?“ aſked I with 
a trembling voice; © or have you met 
with an unexpected misfortune ?” 
« With 
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„ With a misfortune, dear Madam, the 
more keen, as it forces me to defpiſe the 
woman I eſteemed the moſt I am aſhamed: 
of the ſenſibility I have betrayed — but the 
wound is ſo freſh, that 1 has 
not yet had time to heal it.“ | 

« You love, and have u ee 42 
In the moſt cruel manner.—} believe 
there is not in the world fuch another pro- 
fligate, and perfidyous wretch. Under the 
looks of virtue, ſhe conceals a heart de- 
voted to vice. The moſt refined courtier, 
compared to her, is but a child in the 
art of diſſimulation.— Should I tell you 
what I have: ſeen, your foul would ſhud- 
der with pgs wag would be tempted 
not to credit me.“ 
es falſchood in woman a een 
in the polite world * | 
« It is not; and à man ought. to be. 
prepared - againſt it. But can a lover be 
made — of the defects of his miſ- 
treſs ? 
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treſs? Like the religious enthuſiaſt, who 
ſubmits reaſon to faith, he finds perfection 
in the object of his attachment.“ 

« Now, that you know your error, you 
will eaſily find a n n. it in your 
diſcretion,” ' (2 1 

J have found it, Miſs Pres in the 
contempt with which ſhe has inſpired me 
My heart no longer beats with love for 
Lady B——. The ſenſe of my folly is 
the only torture I endure—I cannot for- 
give myſelf the credulity that made me 
the ſport of her hypocriſy.” 1 

* You are more vain than tender had 
you ſincerely loved, the loſs of Lady , 
B, and not vanity, - would be the 
the cauſe of your ſorrow.” C1) 3th 
et would be ſo, were I unacquainted 
with the infamy of her behaviour - but 
after the part ſhe has acted before me; ſhe 
has neceſſarily loſt all her title to my 
eſteem and tenderneſs.— Love fled forcibly. 

| from 
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from rh to make r ber for indif- 


ference and contetnpt.” ala 
« Is a lover a judge * the conduct of 
his miſtreſs? Jealouſy has cauſed your 
vexation: you will repent” it when "Oo 
ſee Lady B=— again,” | 
0 Jealouſy As ] wiſh'to be elles 
by you, I will juſtify” my contempt fox 
Lady B=—, But, before, let me beg 
of you and your mother to ſpend this day 
in the country. It is delightful weather. 
I have a little box at Hampſtead.— 
There, when J have opened my heart to 
you, you will approve my conduct, and 
deteſt Lady B. Mr. and Mrs. Lind- 
ſey will have the honour of accompanying 
you. —Be 1 to grant me iber f 
vour.“ Af | wat” 
If you will envy your — be- 
hind,” ſaid my mother, e. ill accept 
of your invitation. 
That I may tb FI _ rid of it, 
let 
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guage of flattery. 


let me wait upon you. The company of 
Miſs Ramſay is the ee e ear. 
reſtore me to mylelh,” .. 

. < I will, Sir, forgive the gdb of 
your compliment, in favour of the plea- 


ſure your converſation pracured me laſt 


night. But do not addreſs yourſelf any 
ci as e 


Though 1 peel with, am my 
ene the accent of it. My atti- 
chat dreſs—and my conſciouſneſs of it, 
enlivened my deportment with an ex- 
preſſion: of voluptuouſneſs. The languor 
printed by forrow, vaniſhed from Mr. 
Rs countenance—his eyes began to 
wander with delight, and I read in his 
animated ſilence, the panegyric of my 


charms. Some thoughts on the ſenſations 
1 cauſed—ſuch thoughts are always dan- 


peta mother had unluckily ſtep- 


TRE LD Oo NATURE. 235 


ped into the next room I got up with a 
bluſh would ſpeak, and did not know 
what to ſay. My dreſs, which was ſcarcely 
decent when I ſat down, was no more ſo 
when I ſtood up The light ſilk over me 
concealed hardly the form, and ſtill leſs 
the elaſticity of my breaſt—the more lively 
and rapid, as I attempred, but in vain, 
to repreſs it.— The ſhortneſs of my pet- 
ticoat, dicovered the beginning of two 
legs, which would have made a faint figh, 
and forget the beatific viſion, the perpe= 
tual object of his dreams and meditations. 
Mr. R— was not a faint; he enjoyed 
my confuſion, and increaſed it with a few 

flattering exclamations. What a foot a 
woman is, when ſhe ſuffers her imagi- 
nation to domineer over her reaſon !— 
The dreſs of pleaſure had forced in my 
heart the ſentiment of it—I looked as if 
I had taken the ſpirit of that dreſs.— Mr. 
R, what. a fire in his eyes!—Mr. 
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R. — took my hand in his I did not 
foreſee the conſequence of this action, 
and thoughtleſsly made him taſte of the 
pleaſures attending it.— One part of my 
gown, being no longer ſupported, opened 
the veil between my boſom and him 
dropped —his lips telling me the advan- 
tages I had = Wins t rouzed from * 
reverie. 

«] have 4H by Sir, the n of my 
dreſs, and of my good opinion of you,“ 
ſaid I with a ſmile.— I dared to ſmile | 
A ſmile, upon ſuch an occaſion, is oftener 
the characteriſtic of innocence, than of 
libertiniſm,—** I ought not to have re- 
ceived you in the negligee I was in, or 
have been more upon my guard againſt A 
man of gallantry.” 

e Wil you ſay, lovely Ramſay, it was 
in my power to be more diſcreet ?—When 
you looked all temptation, could I look 
indifferent? Nay, this very inſtant 

«Welt 
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6 Well,” anſwered I with another ſmile, 
&« [ will not blame you for your indiſcre- 
tion, ſince you pretend that I have been 
the cauſe of it. Now be pleaſed, 'Sir, to- 
go down to Mrs. Lindſey—when: we are 
ready, we will have the honour of wait- 
ing upon you.“ 

„Shall I go with you?“ 

« I will not ny myſelf the pleaſure 
of your company,” 

I have forgot Lady B-— ; to Nr. 
lovely Ramſay, Iam indebted for my cure.“ 

Why did his compliment pleaſe me ? 
I was a woman armed with experience, 
and the thirſt of knowledge, I thought 
my reaſon ſecure againſt my feelings 
yet, how quickly theſe prevailed over it! 

* muſt no more form any reſolution |”? 
exclaimed I; it is abſurd to pretend to 
wiſdom, when we are, every hour, forcibly 
tempted into the path of folly.” _ 
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HEN we came down into the par. 

_ man Mr. an. W 
elf. „ Se cbogean 

« Mr. and Mrs. „ Lindſey, ſaid by W 

, * are ſet out in a poſt· chaiſe. Lindſey 

was not very fond of the the d tete; but 
I inſiſted upon it, as a juſt puniſhment 
for his laſt n 425 
Is he eg eee ee e (LN 

« He is.” 5 wut 

« So he will drink no more? 

< This is, to-day, his intention; to- 
morrow he will forget it. Bad habits are 
ſeldom corrected, but by the abuſe of 
them. A fever, only, can make Lindſey 
a ſober man. The love of life is above 
all the moraliſts in the world; its dictates 
are a law for all thoſe who cannot be 


guided by reaſon.“ | 
3 « Till 
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„Till we came to the Hampſtead road. | 
our converſation was in our looks. The 
eyes of Mr. R—— told me, he remem- 


beted with pleaſure, the effects of my in- 


diſcretion, and my bluſhes told him, I had 
not forgotten them. The favour I had 
imprudently ſuffered him to ſteal—ſuf- 
fered him to enjoy, endeared him to me. 
It was a favour no woman would: grant 
but to à lover would grant, but when 


her reaſon is the ſlave of her ſenſes. I 


had complimented him with my modeſty! 


Was not the preſent ominous? Thoſe re- 


flections I ſecreted from Mr. R. He 
was already but too well acquainted with 
my ſenſibility, not to make me appre- 
henſive of giving him an encouragement 
to abuſe it. Mr. R was about thirty, 
and had, in his perſon and merit, the juſ- 
tification of a woman's deviations. An 
intimacy with him was the more danger- 
ous, as I wont him converſant in the 

know- 


4 ee enamel en I . — 


The behaviour of Mr. 


ther ſeduction I could but faintly oppoſe; 
my vanity did herſelf the honour of the 


e * 
1 
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Could 1 help loving the man of feeling, 


under the character of a philoſopher ? 1 
did not dare to anſwer in the negative.— 
— Nas ano- 


countenance he wore.— That countenance 
was as much the expreſſion, of happineſs, 
as that which he brought from Lady 
B—— was the expreſſion of ſorrow. Add 
to that ſeduction, the enthuſiaſtic ardour 
with which he had praiſed me —with which 


he had made the beſt of the opportunity 


1 had offered. I thought I ſtill felt the 
fire of his lips—the bold touch of his rap: 


turous hand. Had he gueſſed my. ſenſa- 


tions, thould I have been able to reſiſt his 
attempts of pleaſing me? Tender wo- 
men, put yourſelf in my place, and an- 


ſwer for me! Mr. R did not gueſs 


my ſenſations — they lived in my heart, 
whillt 
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whilſt mm/ abt innocence reigned. in 
my looks and deportment, 5 
When we had gone Abe ud N 
turnpike, 1 aſked Mr. R to tell us 
the reaſon of his contempt for Lady B, 
and the hiſtory of his amour with her. 
Iwill, Madam, fatisfy your curioſity. 
Lady Bs perfidy is no longer a tor-- 
ment—lt is preſent to my mind, unat- 
tended by Thame or foro 
He looked at me, to know whether 1 
underſtood him Prudence had ſilenced 
vanity He diſcovered in my features no- 
thing but the curioſity he had pranyſed 
to ſatisfy, 
« Lady B—, Madam, - has been a 
_ widow theſe three years paſt—ſhe is but 
three and twenty years old—has had no 
children—and her fortune is hardly ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport the dignity of her rank. 
A friend introduced me to her fix months 
ago. Though her beauty, and the graces 
VI. I. M of 
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of her- perſon, deſerved mp\adeviration, 


1 ſhould have withſtood their powers, had 
not her virtues and ſenſibility captivated 
my reaſon. Defenceleſs againſt. ſo many 


charms, I forcibly loved Lady B. 


Rich, and of a noble family, al ſpoke the 


feelings of my heart. Lady B. re- 
turned ſentiment for ſentiment, and con- 
ſented to my happineſs. Thurſday next 


was fixed for the celebration gf our mar- 
riage. This morning, when I came home, 
a ſervant gave me this billet. 


1 


3 . n . 1719 « 
114 2? 63 4 * 


: wh 60 Sin, 
8 


« Do not fail to „ ; coffee 


| houſe to-morrow morning, between ten 


and eleven.—I have ſomething of import 
ance to communicate to you. Come with- 
out ſervants, and dreſs as Plain a as 980 
can. 


Saturday 1 am, We” | 2 
.. San an Poris, 
1. * Jr 


= This 
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This Sarah Potter, Ladies, is the fa- 


vourite waiting · woman of Lady B— 


The cautions ſhe deſired me to take, gave 


me no ſuſpicion of her miſtreſs —Con. 


ſcious of her virtue, | had not one thought 
injurious to her. I dreſſed as Miſs Potter 


had defired, and went to the coffee-houſe, 


The girl came ſoon after. 
« I am come,” whiſpered ſhe, «to put 


your reaſon to the teſt ; I hope it will prove 


victorious over the intelligence I bring 
you. The man of feeling muſt give way 
to the man of ſenſe—To the laſt, only, 
I can tell, what the firſt would not * 
tiently liſten to.“ 

« That exordium, Ladies, alarmed me.” 

« Is Lady B-— dead!” exclaimed I. 

O Of no other evil was I fearful.” 

“No, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, her lady- 
ſhip never enjoyed better health,” ” 

„Then ſpeak what you pleaſe; ; you 
cannot make me miſerable.” 
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+ «You ate,” ſaid Mifs Potter, «fo 
obſtinate in your good opinion of my 
Miſtreſs, that, were I not ſo much obliged 
to you, I would leave you in your error: 
but the man from whom I have received 
ſo many proofs of generoſity, deſerves 
gratitude and reſpect from me. I will 
cheerfully hazard the diſpleafure of her 
ladyſhip, to ſave you from the greateſt 
misfortune that can befal a man of ho- 
nour. Lady B, Sir, is a prude her 
virtues are affected ſhe is in the ſolitude 
of her cloſet a woman of pleaſure.” . 
"66 The affurance of the girl aſtoniſhed 
me; but her tale was ſo improbable, that 
1 would not credit it.” 
Tour picture, Sarah, is over- painted 
1 conjecture you have had a quarrel with 
your miſtreſs.” - 
« Were it ſo,” replied ſhe, « | ſhould 
not ſeek for ſo mean 4 revenge againſt 


ber. I do not wonder at your incredu- 
mY? lity, 
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lity, I expected it; as you are a lover, I 
forgive your injuſtice to me. I have 
prudence 3 to conceal your — 
nation?“ ü 

Are you in ab Sarah? a6 you 
ia earneſt ?** th 

6 Indeed Lam,” exclaimed Miſe Poter, 
« Be calm, good Sir—Lady B is not 
worthy the ſorrow. with * ſeem 
to be oppreſſed. 
« Oh! Sarah! Sarah! yo 9 | 
my heart“. 

« It 1s needleſs Ladies, to tell you | 
what I ſuffered; my ſituation was ſingu- 
larly deplorable—for half an hour my 
head and heart were keenly tortured, At 
laſt, reaſon reaſſumed her empire; and I 


deſired Miſs Potter to give me the 22 
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e You ſhall have them,” anſwered ſhe, 


4 jn leſs than one hour. My Lady, un- 


der the pretence of low-ſpiritedneſs, keeps 
her apartment —all our people, except the 


| houſe-keeper, are gone to church—Ir will 


be eaſy for me to introduce you into a 
cloſet, from which you may diſtinQaly 


Fee her ladyſhip and your rival. I depend 
upon your diſcretion—wait for,me here 

Iwill come back when you can unper- 
ceived ſteal into the houſe.” - 


« How cruet my refle@ions during Jer 
abſence! Several of my friends had often 
given me their opinion of Lady B—"$ 
character..-The decency of her behaviour 


had not impoſed upon them— they all 
thought ſhe. was the reverſe of what ſhe 
appeared to be. Blind and deaf, I would 
neither ſee nor hear The more ſhe was 


the object of ſlander, the more I fancied 


her worthy of my eſteem. I made uſe of 


my reaſon, only to ennoble my attachment 
| 5 
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wo her 208% to add to my prejudice in ; 
her favour. ' Love and vanity, Ladies, 
united to torture me - her hatred would 
have been leſs excruciating, than the cer- 
tainty of having been her fool.— She had 
laviſned upon me the deareſt expreſſions 
of love had choſen me for her huſband 
— had wiſhed, with me, for the day that 
ſhould make us mutually happy; and yet 
I had rivals |—rivals-to whom ſhe had no- 
thing to grant! The thought was re- 
medy - but the pain it lefe behind was fi 
too ſevere to be tolerated.”. - 

« Miſs Potter came.” | 

« Put your handkerchief befote, your 
face,” ſaid ſhe to pup « follow mp 
have no time to loſe. .“ 

« The ſtreet-door - of her ladyſhip's | 
houſe was upon the/jar.—TI followed my 
guide with a trembling ſtep, and a heart 
almoſt fainting through exceſs of grief. 
A back ſtair-caſe led us to a library, at 

—_ one 
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one angie of, which, was her pang) 


__ wardrobe,” 


Here, Faid: Miſs 8 Ae 1 
ſafe againſt any intruder— Through that 
faſh-window- you may perceive every ob- 
ject in the dreſſing · room It is the theatre 
of her Ladyſhip's pleaſures. When your 
exniolity is ſatisfied, go back the ſame 
way you came in vill take care that 
v0 body ſhall ſee you. Be diſcreet - let 
me not repent the ſervice I do you. :: -.. 
Certain that Miſs: Potter had not de- 
; ceived me, I was tempted to go, and to 
truſt to her word. The fear of thinking 
Lady B-—— innocent, ſhould I not have 
poſitive proof of her guilt, ſtopped me 
F did not wait long—Her ladyſhip came 
into the dreſſing · room, accompaniedbya 
young, handſome Oxonian of my ac- 
es © pla, 1 — 

* modeſty, 
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modeſty, Ladies, the deſcription of the 
ſpectacle I beheld. I was convinced that 
love had cheated me of my reaſon, and 
that the object of my attachment deſerved 
my contempt. Though mortally exaſpey 
rated, I had the prudence to retreat. 
Miſs Potter was upon the watch. 
5 am ſatisfied,” ſaid I to her, and! 
left the houſe, reſolved never to ſet my foat 
in it again. I went home, and attempted 
to laugh at the adventure The attempt 
was vain—1 came to you for relief and 
have found ii. aum bovis) 
His compliment was loſt ns 
unmeaning nod was the W q 
gave him for it. & | noe IV af HHOK 
« Prudes of that character ſaid wr 
mother, are very ſcarce—Meanneſs.of 
ſoul is ſeldom united with the love of 
pleaſure.— The female voluptuaries are, 
in general, generous and diſintereſted; as 
their hypoerify ſprings folely from the de- 
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prude, who ſecretes her private violations 
of it, contributes to the good of ſociety, 
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fire of being eſteemed, it is rather a virtue 


than a vice. The appearance of modeſty 
in women is uſeful to the public.— The 


and is much more eſtimable than the really 


virtuous woman, whoſe manners are the 
- fatire of morality. Lady B—— is not 
to be ranked in the claſs of the prudes I 


mention. Had ſhe: made you happy as a 
lover, I would not deſpiſe her; but her 
deſigns upon you are both odious and 
criminal; I congratulate you Wee your 
lucky eſcape.” WW 
The converſation took a new turn, ad 
Mr. R endeavoured to make me the 
object of it. He did not dare to aſk who | 
I was; but I eaſily gueſſed: his deſire of 
knowing it. Thinking my character and 
manners made me ſuperior to my birth, 


I did not heſitate to indulge his curioſity. 
A ſtronger motive induced me to gratify 


it. 
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it. Acquainted wich my ſituation. in 
life, would he change his behaviour, and 
from the ſentimental man of honour, 
ſink into the familiar, preſumptuous liber- 
tine? Circumſtanced as I Was, the ex- 
periment was indiſpenſable, 
Fou ſeem, Sir, deſirous of Loowing 
who and what we are; I vill tell it you yery 
ingenuouſly. Though I be neither rich, 
nor of a noble family, I glory in the pa- 
rents Providence has given me.—Such a 
mother makes atonement for the advan- 
tages fortune has denied me.—With her, 
adverſity is no evil—with another, - more 
noble and TO proſperity might be 
no good.“ 

Then, n apropos, that my drefs, | 
which did not agree with poverty, might 
give him an unfavourable opinion of me, 
told him the views of my mother for a 
fettlement in London, and the place, the 

—_— at een 8b 
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obliged me to accept. 

Mr. R——'s Praiſes, language, and 
haviour pleaſed my reaſon and vanity, 
1 ſaid in my heart, « am afraid 1 ſhall 
love him.” And with this thought and 
fear, 1 alighted at 77 villa in Er 
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AR from wing pleaſed with the com. 
pany of Mr, and Mrs. Lindſey, I with 
they had not' been with us, Why did 1 
form that wiſh?—To hear Mr. R—— 
talk of love and philoſophy.—His'' con- 
verſation was a meal my reaſon and ſen- 
ſibility were inclined to indulge—My 
ſenſes were not the creators of that wiſh, 
it ſprang from ſelf-love and curioſity. 
Mr. R——'s attention and reſpect were 
flattering, but not explicit. What did 
he mean by looking and talking like a 
lover ?—by repeatedly ſaying he admired 
and eſteemed me? He knew I was going to 
live with a woman of rank; that, once in 
her houſe, I ſhould be loſt to him. Were 
his love and eſteem ſincere, would he not 
endeavour to diſſuade me from accepting 
a place, which would not only deprive + 


him of the pleaſure of ſeeing me, but alſo 
put it out of his power to do me juſ- 
tice ? — Could he take for his wife the 
companion of Lady Spelmer?— Was 1 
not in my actual ſtation more worthy of 
him?” J heſe reflections were to my 
reaſon, what the dreſs of pleaſure had 
been to my ſenſibility.— They kept it 
alive, and deprived Mr. R of the ad- 
vantages his merit, my indiſeretion, and 
the circumſtances” had given him over 
me. I avoided no opportunity he thought 
proper to ſeize, or to create, to tell me 
what he felt. He no longer diſcovered in 
my anſwers, the warmth of che intereſt 
with which he had inſpired me, 1 liſtened 
with careleſſneſs, and anfwered with le- 
vity. Mr. R had too much diſcern- 

ment to miſtake the cauſe of my conduct, 
he plainly ſaw that I was in arms againſt 
the man of gallantry; and that, unleſs 
he ſhould act the man of Honour, he could 
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not entertain the hope of pleaſing me. 
That part Mr. Rx did not chuſe to 
perform. From the voluptuous diſorder 
in which he had ſeen me, he had formed 
an idea of my feelings that did not de- 


mand the ſacrifice of his liberty. His 


reſpect did not proceed from his conſciouſ- 
neſs of my virtue, but from his conſciouſ- 
neſs of my vanity, which required that 
homage, and ſeemed delighted with it. 
Some unguarded expreſſions betrayed his 

thoughts; and I rejoiced in a diſcovery 
that armed me ſo powerfully againſt him. 
From that moment my gaiety appeared 
the genuine effects of indifference From 
that moment he became ſenſible he had 
not, unknown to me, cheriſhed an error 
injurious to my delicacy, That know 
ledge did not make him repent—he con- 
tinued the character of a ſentimental man, 
and we returned to London; he ſtill 
flattering himſelf with the hope of giving 
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law to my. ſenſibilities; and I perfeftly 
convinced they hou never. Hide 1 in his 
favour. | n 
I ̃Will confels, that the FI ſucceſs of 

Mr. R, in his amour with Lady 
B, had weakened my good opinion 
of. him, In vain did he attribute to love 
his i ignorance of her Ladyſhip's character 
The dupe of 2 prude appeared to me a 
downright idiot, in matters of ſentiment, | 
and could not be juſtified in my eye. In 
ſix.months time he had not been able to 
perceive either Lady B18 diſlike, of 
him, or ker paſſion for pleaſure! Should 
I love the man who had not pleaſed Lady 
B-—? The man who, in ſix months 
time, had made no. impreſſion upon the 
ſenſibility of a voluptuous woman? Mr. 
R—— was not lovely enough to oppoſe 


the effects of theſe refleftions. Though 
a man of genius and extenſive knowledge, 
2 heart, 
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heart, and did not poſſeſs either the art 
or the character requiſite to captivate it. 
Depending upon his merit, more than 
upon our foibles, he hardly knew the 
power of a'circumſtance, and ſtill leſs how 
to make uſe of it. The emotions, with 
which I had fet out for his villa, were ex- 
ceedingly favourable to him, yet he had 
ſuffered me to reaſon myſelf into indif- 
ference, and to think him guilty of a dif- 
honourable intention againſt ne. 
As it was yet very early when we 
came to our lodgings, Mr: R-— begged 
the OG of ſpending half an . . 
us. 

«As — Sir,” — wennn 
politeneſs and dignity, you are wel- 
come; but I will ſuffer no man to mimic 
with me the character of a lover.“ A 

This unexpected reply confounded 
Mr. R:; he muttered a compliment 
I could not hear; and left uss“ 

"= Oe * Young | 
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- "Young women, your dreſs is often the 
creator of your thoughts and feelings. 
When modeſty has preſided at your toi- 


lette, the looks of men have neither the 


able to your virtue. A dreſs, calculated 


boldneſs, nor the fire of deſire. "Kept 
within the limits of diſcretion and reſpect, 
they do not offer to your imagination the 
always tempting image of pleaſure and 
your ſenſibility remains in a calm, favour- 


to inflame the paſſions of men, produces 
a contrary effect Their countenance tells 
you ſoon, what you ought not to be told. 
Why do you bluſh if you do not under- 
ſtand their language? How could you 
-bluſh, if that language did not force in 
your heart a ſentiment it is not decent for 
you to indulge. When you are in a deſ- 
habille, that half conceals and half dif- 


covers your charms, you generally avoid 


the company of men. Is it virtue or fear 


that makes you ſo cautious? It is fear. 


Lou 
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Jou are conſcious that, in thoſe circum- 
ſtances, men have over your virtue an 
advantage, of which all your prudence 
might not deprive them. Should Nature 
happen to be ſilent, vanity would ſpeak, 
and bring the ſame rapturous confuſion in- 
to your heads. The tranſports of a lover 
are ſo flattering—his admiration is ſo elo- 
quent a praiſe of our charms— there is 
ſuch a life in his looks and actions we 
are, in our hearts, ſo inclined to let him 
praiſe and admire Voung women, I ſay 
it again, ſip not in the intoxicating cup 
— turn your ſight from it—in your flight 
only you can find your ſafety. - 

«© Why,” ſaid I to my mother, does 
my reaſon abandon me when | have need 
of her?“ 

Her anſwer alarmed me Poor nat! 
and I reflected upon my ſituation. It 
was evident that Mr. R—— did not do 
me the favour of thinking me worthy of 


being 
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being his wife. His reſpect was only a 
compliment he had paid me as a poli- 
tician, and not as a man of honours His 
ſuffering me to go to Lady Spelmer, when, 
had he loved and eſteemed me, it would 
have been ſo highly his intereſt to have 
prevented it, proclaimed his contempt of 
my virtue, and. the hopes he founded upon 
his gold. I was too cool in my ſerutiny 
| of his ſentiments, not to brave/the-+dan- 
1 ger of a connection with him - nay, not 
| to bo {careleſs of a continuation of it. 
The promiſe I had made Mr. 8, 
ſhould he not marry Miſs p —, was of a 
far greater importance, and not eaſily ta be 
laughed at. Could I keep the two thou- 
ſand pounds and break my word? After 
the voluntary ſurrender of my virtue, 
what defence could I make, capable of 
juſtifying the breaking of my word? 
Though fortune had favoured me againſt 


him, my ſoul had united with his, in the 
ſacrifice 
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ſacrifice of my modeſty. He had met no 
reſiſtance, and enjoyed my tranſports - 
My arms had freely opened to welcome 
him to raptures My lips had returned 
upon his the paſſion he had breathed upon 
mine He had ſeen me wanton, volup⸗ 
tuous, in all the confuſion of a woman 
devoted to pleaſure. Under what pre- 
tence could I deny what I had already 
granted ? How could I ſay “ I repent 
the word I gave, and will not keep it ? 
Should 1 not chuſe to be his miſtreſs, 1 
might be his wife I found very little 
comfort in the liberty of my choice. 
« To be a wife!“ —I had fo much re- 
flected upon the nature of our deſires, 
and the effects of our enjoyments, that 
my fancy refuſed to paint matrimony in 
a favourable light. The love of myſelf 
was a greater orator, than the love of 
my reputation. To my philoſophical eye, 
the good opinion of men was not prefer- 

WY able 
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able to real happineſs—and that happineſs 
Icentered in my feelings and independency, 
What to reſolve I knew not- continued 
to live between hope and fear —and left 
to De events the diſpoſal 1 br con- 
duct. * 
In the un of e did-1 
forget Sir Henry Fentham ? No. His 
image offered itſelf to my memory, like 
an agreeable dream, which pleaſes our 
imagination—like a felicity we wiſh we 
could poſſeſs: Was he not the real cauſe 
that diſgraced Mr. R in my eye 
that ſupported my indifference for Mr. 
8— . Alas, I will not be * en. 
tuous as to ſay No. 
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AY ING formed, ak ſuitable 


and to let her knaw. I waited for her gom- 
mands. It is well — was the anſwer 


I received. * was plaguing my mother 
and myſelf Ae the meaning of that 


It is, well and was almoſt tempted 


to interpret it to the diſadvantage, of Mr. 


R, when a thundering rap at 
ſtreet:doar called for my attention. Fear- 
ful leſt it ſnould be that gentleman, whoſe 
viſit I was not then inclined to receive, 
I left the dining · room; and almoſt at the 


lame time, a footman came into it, and 
introduced Lady B——. Lady 3B 


the very woman who, unknown to her- 
ſelf, had, before her lover, acted the part 
of a conſummate libertine. 8 1252 

„What 


to my new ſtation of life, I ſent to 
Lady Spelmer the letter of Mrs. Pp | 
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What could be the cauſe of her viſit ? 

Iwas acquainted with Mr. Rows lus 

had not time to/think any longer; 
her Ladyſhip -aſking for Mis Fanny 
KRamſay, L ſtepped into the dining room. 
At the firſt ſight of me, Lady 5 
paid me a compliment ve are not accuf- 
tomed to receive from one of our ſrx. 
Her eyes ſpoke a flattering ſurpriſe, and 
ſparkled with pleaſure. What ſhall I ſay 
of her charms, graces,” and deportiment? 
1 had thought Amelia a ſuperior beauty, 

abeauty without a rival Chad I known 
Lady B —, I ſhould not have thought 
Amelia a beauty How noble, delicate, 
and captivating every feature! How ex- 
-quiſitely maped i- How perfectiy turned 
and proportioned every limb Her wo- 
deſty wus not that ſtupid bluſh, that ill- 
natured frown, that tells a man to be 
diſereet.— Her modeity- was en to 


3 | pleaſure. 


. 


preſſion a fingular beauty, a beauty which! | 
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pleaſure.—-Fhere ys in cher united e. 


called for a lover's. kiſs, at the ſame time 


chat it forbad his approach to her lips. 


Mts. Pf, Mis, is a bad painter,“ 
ſaid Lady B- — with a ſmile, % her 
pencil has not done you juſtice. I was 
with Lady Spelmer when ſhe received 
your letter ſhe deſired me to take a 
glance at you. This true motive of my 
viſit you would not have known, had not 
the extreme , comelineſs of your, perſon 
POW me in your favour. “ 
A Lady B— intimate with 1 | 
Spelmes!” | This reflection .gave--me/ a 
bad opinion of her Ladyſhip's \morals: 
Is not friendſhip commonly founded upon 
2 ſimilarity of character? Would Lady 
Spelmer, were ſhe really virtuaus, aſſo- 
ciate with a libertine? 1+ had been ſo 
often miſtaken in my judgments been 


ſo often led into errors by u agtee · 
Vor. II. N ably 
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ably to che prejudices: of edvention, chat 
I choughr it prudent cs heſitate, till time 


IO 


uptolded to me the real cauſe of the 


10 Wi 


connedion between them. Feeling the 


neceſſity: of pleaſing Lady B 1 acted, 
and ſpoke ſo much to her ſatisfaction, 
chat ſhe 2 Ji tis | 
an enjoy he pleaſure ry con wet ä 
ſation. wh TOLL #7 1. Is ATTIRE os ks 221 . 
* You have made me, Miſs Rami 


2 
4 


W 8 ten viſits 1 intended to pay—few 


women could have obtained from me the 
ſaerifice of them. — I wilt not Part with 
you yer. Come and dine with 1 me; after 
dinner 1˙11 preſent you to Lady Spelmer, 
with whom, i it be agreeable” to Mrs. 
Raſa „vou ſhall ſia Teer daes this 
very evening.” 25 pil 390-460" D 5275 

My mother! thanked Lady — 


vi 


| eſteem with which ſhe honoured me, 


| 0 aid, * «6: that e no ey Rag 


wo 
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in London than thut of fecing me under 
the protection of Lady Spelmet, ſhe would 
rather haſten than put ut off "the hour er ; 
my being admitted into ber Ladyſhip's 
family - 7. W 11 5 05 f 
« Whilſt you are at Lady BEDS 
Fanny, 1 will Prepare for my Journey.” 
ft wilt be time to think of W | 
motrow,9 ſaid Lady B== — 2360 this day 
you muſt give to 'me—I meet t 00 oo feldotn 
with ſenſible Somth 81 05 1h ſt u up pon the 
fivour of yout Gmpiny oo nt 
"a Yar Aral,” ſaid” thy! 12 gal 


Ke 


ing, 60 you Tarr "repent the invitation "= | 
| give us, KJ age, and with ſo m 10 


129 


| 
| 
charms, * your hours belong to love an | 


. Ie 6. 


pleafure ; 3 we on Shit not to rob. u 0 
103 10160 S Het ur 2 0 


them, 
Madam,” 17 5 id Lach 


4 Your fear, 
Ht Ale od 
1 tapf ing me "gently IT 2 2 the 
ſhoulder, 40 is a compliment you ould 22 
N 30437 W WA Ain ny - 
pay to Miſs Ramſay, and not to me. A 

N 2 ä 


| 
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1 or! to6"indiſereet to 'aſle for her com- 
pany,” when ſhe had, perhaps,” intended 
to favour a lover with it?” | 
Had“ I ſuch an intention, my Lady, 
I might" A0 have Fan 70 to my 
lover | 
:0 «Your 2H charms MF re} vou 
flattered me with a preference, I would 
not have eſteemed. you—l am glad you 


YI 


Have not been a dupe to your education 


—Philoſophy, 3 in this life, is as, neceſlary 


. iP good as health, gold, or beauty ; with- 


out it, their advantages. are hardly of any 
"benefit to us. Did we. ſee with the 
eyes of thoſe who bave intereſt to enter- 
tain us with errors, our exiſtence would 
be an intolerable burthen. The moſt 
"abje& navery would not be ſuch a tor- 
dent as the perpetual facrifice of our 

reaſon And ſenſibilities. “ 

« In this Gene age, my Lady, 
"prejudices" have TW their influence over 


20a l 
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>, tlie conduct of mankind.) - Though op 
niov ſeems to rule Mill; 'ir is, in reality 


the llave of our paſſions.” A 


01's 150 N 03 

Lou are miſtaken, indeed, Miſ Ram. 
ar ;- ignorance is always timorous; it is 
with a trembling ſtep, that᷑ moſt mei ot 
women walk in the patk of ambition or 


affect to ſcoff at religion becauſe it is a 
check upon their inclinations, they at- 
ſcience, which. oppoſes the gratificgtian 


of their deſires. How could reaſon gain 


the aſcendancy over their prejudices, hen 
it is ſtrengthened neither by reflection 
nor ſtudy i — The purſuits of pleaſure, 
and the gay diverſions. of the age, en- 
groſſing all their time, engaging all, thei 

attention, muſt neceſſar Hy, divert ei 

minds from nobler objects, and keep them 
from the knowledge of themſelyes. ., -:/ 
Men or women, Fee. 

Ng 


pleaſure; Like thoſe free-thinkers.who 


— Dr re — WE ey go — 
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cares of life: may reſemble the picture you 
baye drayns but people of faſhion have 
both leiſure and opportunity to exert thai 
reaſon, and improve their time. 

From hence you muſt not 1 
den nabe the beſt of them. The uſeful, 
Miſs Ramſay, is generally ſacrificed to 
che agreeable or convenient; whoever;has 
in his purſe the means of trifling his time 
away, will ſeldom ſeek for them in medi- 
tation, books, or the ee of the n 
and ſenſible.” ! 

Such a life is not che toad e 
neſs— how came you, my Ladys to bo 
ſenſible of this truth?” 

% By! accident, dear Miſs ma 
my huſband was an old man, who married 
me for himſelf and not for me—he wanted 
a lovely com Feen to ſweeten the bitter- 
neſs of old age. Obliged to comply with 
his taſte and manner of living, I received 
at my table and in my circle, none but 
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ficians, and philoſophers, were ulmaſt the 
| ſole . beings with whom; for four years, 
1 was ſuffered to converſe. In their con- 
verſation, and the practice of the aris and 
ſciences they taught me, I found a plea- 
ſure that liberally compenſated for- the 


ſolitary. life I led. The -philoſophets | 


boldly eradicated from my mind the er- 
rors which were planted in my infancy, and 
fed it with, truth and knowledge. From 
and the ineſtimable advantage of finding, 
in the ſolitude of my cloſet, more real 
ſatisfaction, than in the company of: our 
modern begun and belles of, faſnion. At 
the death of Lord B. —, I enterei the 
world armed againſt all the /gpinipns: der 
ſtructive to my happineſs, mee xſe 
of my reaſon, Miſs Ramſay it. guide 


that has not yet deceived me. e ei 


N 4 , admonitions 


ö 
| 


AE Thx; emu er WATURE. 


ms ſhe gives; but, my hady, 

Mon e, is the r 
krrice to-you?” 7 Fri 12 57 SO 
305 Yes, dear 1 Wines me to 
indulge i it, if productive of ' good—to con- 
ceal it, if noxious to my reputation. 
1 40 Should, my lady, your enjoyments 
endanger 2 n of a 5 fl Tg nts 


2 43 Yo « 


the der of - that ear is is * 
ways a powerful check on a woman who 
would be reſpected. As we can form no 
juſt idea of what we neither can know, 
nor ſee, nor hardly believe exiſting, the 
fear of infamy has over us ay authority 
which religion has not. The punim ments 
inflicted by this, are of ſo ſpiritual a na- 
ture, and ſo far off in the perſpective be- 
fore us, that the preſent perceptions 
would conſtantly triumph over them, did 
not opinion and the law threaten us with 


the Fg of the world, and with 
pains 
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pains adapted to our ſenſibility,” The lf 
of h6novr; the pillory, the gallöws, are 
the true devils that frig hten ann 
correct their vicious oy and f flop 
chem in the executio of crihes. 1 
fpeak more forcibly to our wid, dest 


fernal abodes. Were it not for them; 
this world would be inhabited oy _— 
ſtersz and hot by men. e ee 
Would not an enfightened cabenel | 
my Lady, produce . ſame effect as 
opinion and law 2 - a Helene. 
«No, dear Ramſay, we receive that 
education; when the paſſions have not yer 


rouſed in our” breaſt the love of liberty. 
and pleaſure.” Ar that time It is eaſy 40 


modify us at the Pleafure of the legilla-- 
tors; but, as their work is. entirely 
founded: -Upon the filence of 1 love, pride, 
and ambition, ic is eaſily deſtroyed, when 

N 5 they 


+». 


Ramiſays' thars the deſcription of the in- 
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they take poſſeffion/of our hearts. The 
world, dear Miſs Ramſay, is an academy, 
in which we receive a ſecond education, 
almoſt in every thing a contraſt to the firſt. 
Nature and che paſſions give us new. 
exiſtence, ne thoughts, new ſonſapions 
new wants Our reaſon and ſenſibility 
unite, then together againſt whatever op- 
poſes our happineſs.— We hate reſtraint, 
contradiction, and ſhake, off the yoke of 
the duties impoſed upon us. Viviſied 
by deſires, our ſouls ſcorn. to be dictated 

to. No paſſion would be left unfiitiſ- | 
5 were not its gratifications to be 
followed by the contempt of our friends, 

and the pity of our enemies. 
At thoſe words Lady B aroſe. 9 

It is late; we will e FAY ſub- 
ject after dinner,” | 

« Your confidence. in me, my 1 
is a e will ſtudy to deſerve.” 


5 40 von 
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<« Your have already deſerved it, ſince 
I have laid. my, heart open before y 
I knew; your character before J ventured 
to diſcover, my thoughts. Vou fte ia 
treaſure, of which I know the value. 
Lady Spelmer is worthy of poſſeltnt ite 8 
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Fx OM Ladj webs + 
cConcluded that though her mind was 
not bound by the ſcruples that tie the 
vulgar of mankind, ſhe was incapable of 
committing a mean or unjuſt action. 
With the tendereſt ſenſibility is ſeldom 
allied a contemptible character: Such an 
aſtoniſhing contraſt is not adapted to the 
delicate diſpoſition of a female voluptuary. 
—Mr. R had ſeen her in the arms 
of a man, and yet ſhe had conſented to 
marry him! It was, undoubtedly, a 
villainous procedure a procedure which 
beſpoke a wicked and ungenerous ſoul— 
But was ſhe really guilty of it ? or had 
the no plea to offer in her juſtification ? 
_ Curioſity got the better of my diſcretion ; 
I reſolved to put to the teſt the friendſhip 
_ with which Lady B— honoured me. 
1 5 When 
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When we came to her Ladyſhip's houſe, 
the told a footman ſhe was at home only 
for Lady 8 pelmer. I thou ght the oppor» 
tunity favourable; ot MOAT 
„Tou havez eee nch 
which make many men miſerable e IS 
there not one among them enen 
ing you to repent We?” If icht 
10 We Boos ſmiled; 4 hs fg 
Had Faſked: eget wenden | 
Suse une eee d 
Sergd anten to noi Ela 
„With ſincerity, upon my honbur f 
To you my Lady, een | 
ann ene 1 925 
To you, my dear girl, I will pay the 
fame compliment. Though I have been 
but a few hours with you, I am certain 1 
can ſafely confide' in your diſcretion.— 
Your principles are fiir to MY OWN 
are they W 


Pre- 


4400 Prejadices: oppoſed by e 0 
* at variance with n * er 
make me unhappy.” 16284; 

We agree too bedava not to 
truſt one another. There is a man, whom 
of myſelf, will be my huſband” +1 +1? 

In ſpite of yourſelf, my Lady? ? 

« Yes, dear Fanny; that man is ſo 
enamoured of matrimony, that he will 
not perceive my averſion to it. Ten 
times have my looks told him to change 
the title of a huſband. into that of a lover 
A reſpect, or rather ſtupidity, has made 
him inſenſible to their expreſſion Mar- 
riage is his hobby-horſe He has offered: 
his hand, d Ile ben _ to ac- 
cept it.“ 5 

Lou are rich ts a at” — 
pleaſure; why did not you frankly tell 
him you would not be his wife? 


« My: 
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„My parents, relations, and friends, 
are conſtantly plaguing me in his favour. 
I haye no other choice than to be his 
wife, or to have them all for my enemies. 
A widow, and at my age, can ſo happily 
phy, that were it not for the fear of cen, 
remonſtrances, and follow my on ineli- 
nations. Though Mr. R. — be a man 
of honour, and unites excellent qualities 
to an immenſe fortune, I know to well 
the human heart, to hope fon happinels. 
in a ſtate of flavery. Eaſy enjoyments, 
dear Fanny, leave the heart without a 
deſire of them In that deſire only, con- 
iſt their delightful ſenſations A felicity 


under our hand is: bereft of the ſeductions 
that make it agreeable Love would ſoon, 
vaniſn from the heart of my huſband, 
and vexation take poſſeſſion of my own.“ 
« Are 


— 
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| 2 '«; Ate there no means to break off _ 
4 match ſo odious to you a i zus nod g 1 

I have fooliſhly given my word; and 
| the wedding-day is fixed. | I have no 
| N kopes bot in bi, costempt ef we. —It is 


cruel to be deſpiſed by a man of feeling 
and honour Vet I loſe my ne if he 


= continues to eſteem me.” 
= % Was he never jealous?? 10 et, 
19 


forſake me. twenty opportunities to de- 
ſpiſe me they all have been loſt upon 
him. I have encouraged the flandering 
inclinations of ' ſome of his friends, that 
they might rid me of him—the- hour 
after, he came at my feet to relate what 
he had heard, and to ſwear he believed 
nothing of the impertinent tale. There 
are men,” added ſhe with a ſmile, « fated 
for cuckoldom—he is one bank l 1 
e N .. 


This 
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| « This man has been a great fool — 
Would you have mide him happy? | 
Ten to one 1 ſhould, upon the con- f 
dition of never being his wife?” 

« O! the fool t the fool!“ en 
I, burſting into laughter; < he might 
have pleaſed you What greater feli- 
city could he have enjoyed upon earth? 
My Lady, your candour deſerves a pro- 
per return from me—1I have ſeen Mr. 
R; believe me, he will not be your 
huſdand From you I wanted to know 
the cauſe of your marriage; you have 
convinced me it is the work of neceſſity, 
and not of your witl—your heart has not 
been guilty of a mean deceit from the 
moment I had the honour of converſing 
with your Ladyſhip, I thought you were 
incapable of it. My mother was preſent 
when Mr. R told us the hiſtory of 
his connection with you, and of the acci- 
dent that makes you free. Our know- 


A 
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leadge of that account maſt not alarm you, 
my are is not a diſgraceful foible 
your ſecret is buried in our hearts 
from thenee it never ſhall part“. 
Then 1 told her how we became ac- 
au. her lover; the ſpectacle he 
had ſeen in her dreſſing · room, and the, re 
ſolution, he had formed in. conſequence 
waiting-woman, though. injurious to her 
miſtreis, might be juſtified by the gene- 


ſhe had had in the tranſaction, + 701 
All that he has told you,” ſaid Lady 


B-— with'a bluſh ſoftened by a ſmile, 


« is true, except the fondneſs he ſays" 1 
have ſhewn him, and the alacrity with 
which I accepted his hand. We were 
perpetually chanting, he the praiſe, and 
ſupport his opinion, he named ten happy 
married people, I named one hundred 

: miſerable 


rolity of her motive, MAE: 


3} Wy =, » 2 wy ay 


S' ee 
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miſerable. We mutually exerted- all the 
powers of wit and reaſon, he to perſuade 
me to be his wife, I to perſuade him not 
to be my huſband. Mr. R plainly - 
ſaw that my. conſent was forced—that I 
yielded only to the preſſing intreaties of 
my friends. He perceived my diſguſt, 
and often complained of it. yet, urged by 
an irreſiſtible deſtiny, he neither would 
hear nor ſee; and continued obſtinately 
in the purſuit of his favourite folly.— The 
ſcene in the dteſſing- room does not hum. 
ble me.—1 love the young man he ſaw 
in my arms. Had not Mr, R choſen | 
to be blind, he would not -have been a 
ſtranger to my attachment to the young 


man.—In ſpite of all, my attention to 
conceal it, my looks, my ſmiles, my 


converſation, betrayed i it inceſſantly. Na- 
ture has given me a tender heart—a hearr 
ſuſceptible. of pleaſure. * am a widow! 
Whom can my e injure or 

offend? 


. 


offend? nn 066 followgtln 1260 they 
not innocent, ſince they are productive ot | 
no evil? The laws of Nature, dear 
Fanny, are Letore thoſe! of Religion 
God himſelf has givem me my ſenſibility 
—he formed me ſuch as Þ was to be 
by favouring me wich the powers of en. 
Joying, he has told me to enjoy - had he 
intended that we ſhould make the ſacrifice 
of our feelings, he would not have given 
us the deſire of gratifying them. —I be- 
lieve in a God wo delights in the hap- 
pineſs of his creatures. Moraliſts hate 
repreſented him under the variegated co- 
lours of a juſt and unjuſt; a. capricious | 
and rational, a good: and a cruel Being 
Their reaſon is not mine. The God 1 
adoreis the F atlier of all'mankind—though 
my underſtanding be too weak. to know 
his nature, "4 revere and thank. bim for 
the life he has given me, and the bleſſings 
vith which he has accompanied it.“ 


Lady 
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Lady B-— ſpoke her apology with a 
grace, an action, A dignity, that would 
have bribed all the judges in the world ; 
ſhe had no need of the help of reaſon to 
pleaſe and perſuade.” There was in her 
accent a vivacity and ſprightlineſs, an 
irreſiſtible charm, that compulſively de- 
manded our approbation of her conduct. 
Who would not have condemned Mr. 
R — and acquitted her, after the de- 
fence ſhe had made? — Hear ' the other 
party it is excellent advice; did we 
follow it, how many men and women 
charged with ue or enen 
appear innocent? W 


25 Tur nN of NATURE; 
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Pi ng of a huſband no longer 
formenting Lady Br, ſhe put on 
the con e of gaiety and pleaſure. 
ans With vos Ladies, I will wear no 
maſk. you ſhall ſee me ſuch as I atn— 
It is, perhaps, the firſt time hat three 
women: have met without an intexeſt tu 
deceive one another. Let us talk freely: 
I ſhall have the dinner in this: room 


attend Let us think and talk freely 
No fool ſhall hear, and falſely e 
interpret, what we ſay,” ? 
Lady B — had read and reflected 
em converſation was an inex- 
hauſtible ſpring of entertaining and uſe- 
ful obſervations on the manner and cuſ- 
toms prevailing in the different govern- 
ments upon earth. | She gare us a ſketch 
| Pte” nom 
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of che abfurdftics Wikick mukke almoſt 
every religion the fatite of human reaſon 


—ſhe was peculiarly ſevere upon thoſe 


Divines, We offer to bur veneration a a 
God; the ſlave of man, who has it in his 
power to diſturb his feſicity whenever he 


chuſes to Wander from the path of virtue 


—a path that owes its exiſtence wy — 
the eſtabliſhment oF the ſotiety . 


«it not extremely ridiculous,” ſaid 


her Ladyſhip, '* to ſuppoſe that weak 
mortals can put the Deity into a paſſion, 
then appesſer him, and then inflame again 
his breaſt with m the thirſt of re · 
venge ee e een eee ee 

_ Tx T7 CRE 

Not to frighten weak miads, 40 


eee en by the Tranſ- 
lator, | oy 


blog creo aber dF So gat 
* | a, 3 1 * *. + 1 90 
Lady B—— was expatiating upon the 
human errots, when her waiting · woman 
came in with a letter. * 


I bring 
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1 bring you good news, my whe 
this letter will make you happy.” 18 3 


. From Mr. R,“ exclaimed her 


Lad yſhipz, < « 1 will read it; to you, ladies.” 7 


* * 


- «My Lady, N 450 WE nn 96 
„ The, part you afted laſt Sundey in 
your dreſſing · room, has reſtored to me my 
liberty. No nenn, *. 
ever ſhall mne, FAS 

(ina u EE, Re, 

Tue Ipodepee! of the: gi dag 


| $4 


me; but 1 was: ſtill more ſo, hen the 


the diſcovery he had made. 
Four extreme averſion to marriage, 
my Lady, induced me to betray you, 
that you might not be miſerable Had I 
been more delicate in my means of ſerv- 
ing you, Thurſday next would have ſeen 
you a wife. I Tent for Mr. R, and 
introduced him into your Ladyſhip's ward- 


robe—if I have done wrong, my Lady, 
. 13755 39 B&e TO ANS RESP. 


it 


of 


ho 
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b mee ene, e you 
good.“ tab beth, 7 

«+ To be me Rom one Ae 
Sarah, you have brought another upon 
me—the loſs of my reputation.” 61 

on't fear, my Lady—Mr. — 
loves himſelf too much not ; to be tender 
of your ſecret . l 

« Very a Beiks of it indes two 
hours after e en- e ng 
theſe two Ladies:” a 1 

« O! the wretch ho had promiſes 
to be as ſilent as the grave” + 

« No matter, Sarah — I'll find means 
to balk him of his poor revenge. Should 
not ſucceed, it is ſtill better to be the 
object of a fortnight's tea-· table converſa- 
tion, than to be unhappy all my life. 
How has he 0 mann n 
done him 2? 

« With three hundred Sold heats 
notes; here they are, my Lady, and 1 

Vor. II. hall 


—_ naw at oe ri _— 
1 - - 
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made me aſhamed of the ſuſpicions I en- 


have freed me 225 his importunities.“ 


ſhall ſend them immediately to any hoſ- 
pical you will be pleaſed to mention.“ 
The diſintereſtedneſs of Miſs Potter 


tertained of her duplicity. Who- would 
not have thought ſhe had ſacrificed the 


honour of her miſtreſs to her gratitude for 


Mr. R—? This new inſtance convinced 


me, that in order not to repent of our 


judgments of men and women, we'ought 
not to believe what is probable, as it may 
be as far from truth as the impoſſible it- 


ſelf.—Her Ladyſhip told Miſs Potter to 
diſpoſe of her money as ſhe pleaſed; and 
the girl went away overjoyed at not hav- 


ing umed the W. ex- her "i 


| wreſs,105 Good 9111 1 911 21 effi 


& Fhe Atatuntnm uf Mr. R,“ hi 
Lady B-—-, would have bafffed any 
remedy leſs violent than that adminiſtered 
by my waiting-woman—no other _ 


„ Did 
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6 Did he ever take you for a prade my 
Lady 2%. 15 03 Bows wether online 

No, he had too much ſenſe to miſo 
take my character. Mr. R always 
ſaw-inme a woman graced with modeſty ; 
and, as he choſe to be kept in awe by 
that modeſty, he certainly thought- i it na- 


» 


tural, and not fictitious.” ' 1 1 
« One of his friends told dee. were 
—_— ber e PYrpo tres 


« Was ie not Mr, WP + „n 

“ Yes, my Lady.? TEES 
That man, dear Fanny, would 'be 
my lover, and'I would not be his miſtreſs. 
My diſlike of him offended his vanity— 
Out of revenge he called me a prude; 
this is the title beſtowed by a diſappointed 
lover upon the woman who, does not 
make him happy. I am a prude, becauſe 
he, did not pleaſe me.— As the world 
goes, dear Fanny, I am ſurpriſed at his 
moderation. Thouſands in his place, 
Os - would 
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would -not have failed to pay to their re- 


PAO eee 
of my vitus © gion or outs Bo, 


el thought our men os gallantry; were 


juſt and generous to the fair.“ Nun ane 
They are generally ſo to thoſe who 
deſerve their contempt; but never, or 
very ſeldom to hea who en = 
3 n oe BIog 
Do you think thin woman condi 
ble, .who receives in her arms the man 
ſhe loves??? "21073 nene 13 mont 50880 
„% No, dear: nne he al lovers 
are not philoſophers, they cannot ſeparate 
the idea of guilt from the favours granted 
them by their miſtreſſes. In that «caſe, 
they neceſſarily deſpiſe what they love; 
and yet, out of gratitude, they will be 
diſcreet. The women they cannot ſeduce, 
become the natural objects of their indig- 
nation and hatred—they are to them what 


a man who will not lend his money is ko 
the 
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the ſpendthrift expect no juſtice from 
thoſe whoſe vanity, paſſions, or wants, 
you refuſe to gratify.“ * oufriv' vn o 
If your picture be faithful, our coun- 
trymen muſt have greatly degenerated:“ 
The character of a nation, dear 
Fanny, changes with their manners. The 
men, two hundred years ago, reſemble 
thoſe who live at preſent no more than 
Hercules reſembles Narciſſus. Riches and 
luxury have enervated their ſouls, and 
chaced from their hearts the heroic ſents 
ments of honour and glory. Curining, 
deceit, and flattery, have ſucceeded to 
candour, generoſity, and virtue. The 
noble paſſion of love nee into the 
ſpirit of libertiniſm. / 15 
e f ry P 190 39 y bns 
The Tranſlator does not think Proper 
to finiſh this picture of our manners. Mr. 
Helvetius made it certainly in a fit of the 


119 


ſpleen. It is partial and unmerited.] 
2922 „„ # #® # | 


O 3 „ What 
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What good can a man derive from 
blackening the character of a virtuous 
woman?“ | | 

A great one, Ar Fanny; firſt, he 
pleaſes all the women who were humbled 
by the reputation of her virtue. Se- 
condly, the honour of his pretended con- 
queſt may inſpire a curioſity, which, in 
many a fooliſh female heart, holds the 
Place of eſteem and tenderneſs. Men, 
corrupted as they are, will ſeldom conſult 
honeſty, when their infamy i is of any be 
nefit to them,” 

Agreeably to theſe principles, "Y 
number of thoſe women who paſs for vir- 
tuous myſt be prodigiouſly abridged.” ?“ 

« It is fo inconſiderable, dear Fanny, 
that it would almoſt be impoſſible to ſelect 
fifty women, whoſe virtue has not been 
challenged. The moſt virtuous is the 

leaſt ſuſpected. —Like a man of true 


honour, ſhe lives in the midſt of her 
enemies, 
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enemies, and opere. rs their cen 
ſure.“ 
nt 151 not an innocent woman, ſuſpetted 
of a falſe. RD encouraged. to commit 
it?” 41 

* [t is the opinion ee by men, 
and the motive of their perpetual calum- 
nies. However, the ſhame of that ſuſpi- 
cion will never favour a lover, unleſs he 
be loved, or the reaſon of his miſtreſs be 


loſt in her ſenſibility, No woman, in 


cold blood, dear Fanny, will ſacrifice to 
pleaſure, It is her heart, and not the 
unjuſt contempt of men, that will deprive 
her of her virtue. Lady Spelmer is one 
of thoſe women who has given life to ca- 
lumny, though, in fact, ſhe be the moſt 
diſcreet and faithful 'wife in London. 
Her virtue is not-the effect of her reſpect 
for morality—that virtue is almoſt a ſtran- 
ger in the world but of a natural indit- 


eredce, which makes her find a greater 
"07; * *** „ 


— 
—— . —«§«ꝙ m ¾ iy 
8 3 
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delight in the practice of her duty, than 
in à deviation from it. She glories in 
her conſtancy to ber huſband, no more 
than a protector of genius glories in the 
favours he confers upon men of merit. 
Both are attracted by the deſire of pleaſ. 
ing themſelves.— 1 Love would create in 
the breaſt of Lady Spelmer, what envy 
would produce in that of the protector 
of genius, a total change in their manners. 
So long as no man ſhall warm her ſenſes 
or captivate her heart, ſhe will live the 
life of a coquette, and make a' fool of 
every man who ſhall admire her. The 
mind of Lady Spelmer, dear Fanny, is 
as free from prejudices, as her heart is 

free from paſſion—her genius leads her 
as naturally to the ſtudy of Locke and 

Newton, as her want of ſenſibility to thie 
contempt” of libertiniſm, She ranges in 

the vortex of diffipation and pleaſure with 
the head of philoſopher and carries no 

„ ung 2 112 where 
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where the ſlandering ſpirit of a prude, or 
the ill · natured ſeverity of our modern 
virtuous women, As to her perſon, dear 
Fanny, ſhe is rather handſome than 
pretty rather formed to inſpire a ſtrong 


paſſion, than a temporary fervour Her 
eyes ſpeak the language of ſentiment, and 
not that of deſire Men do not ſee the 
wanton Cupids play on her features, ani- 
mate her ſmiles, or create her attitudes. 
Yet, her deportment is lovely, inviting, 
and expreſſive of a je ne ſpais quoi, un- 
commonly attractive and pleaſing.— No 
woman is more agreeable, rational, _ 
ealy to live with. 

How does uach. 
my Ladys“ th 

« AS an eg friend, ad complaint 
wife.“ iini N73 \ : 

« Ig ho ack reid by hen. deen 
coquettry ? Dette CONE ty 10 KV 9711 

Not in the leaſt,, | Conſcious of her 

0 5 good 
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in every faſhionable diverſion, his happi- 
neſs is the principal object of her care, he 
ſuffers her to enjoy the innocent pleaſures 
natural to her age and quality.” 
Her Lord, very likely, finds abroad, 
and in the ſame round of pleaſures, a com- 
fort for the want of her os. at 
home.” 
ier Lord, dew Fin n 
his time, and does not abuſe it. The 
ſcheme of his life is an honour to his un- 


devotes to the improvement of his mind, 


and the good of his country —and his 


leiſure hours are taken up with reading, 
riding, or the converſation of ſome en- 
lightened friends. As he never was a 


rake, he has not been taught to deſpiſe 


women —and; as he has a thorough know- 
ledge of the human heart, and tenderly 
loves his wife, it is, by ſeemingly approv- 

1 | ing 


good ſenſe, and that, though the indulges 


— 1 * 8 py hs & FLY _—_— 1— wy Aa 2 — NN — a * 
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ing her conduct and complying With her 
fancies, that he damps her ſpirit of levigys 
prefer the pleaſure of his company to an 
aſſembly or a maſquerade. Would men 
take off the reſtraint, they lay upon the 
pleaſures of their wives, they would make 
them as fond of a domeſtic life, as they 
are generally weary of it. Contradiction 
is a phyſic that will never operate; leni- 
tives only, ought, to be adminiſtered to a 
ſenſible woman. As to the fool, there 
is no hope of her—Unhappy, the man, 
huſband, or lover, Who caſts A; ſerious 
thought-upon her 17 *© 

At that Minute Lady seine entered 
the room. 

2 Welcome, dear Charlone,” ſaid Lady 
| Waves «I have a en N of 
you. 

« The leſs ; can 9 you, Emily | 
for having | ſo long deprived: me of 3 e 
Ph: + fs; «Yau 
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* You ſhall always, my lady, find in 
me endenvοι¹ to deſerve your eſteem.” 
„In me, Miſs Ramſay, yOu: Band: al- 
ways fin a friend.” "ACP 
Lady Wee my mockes'q to 
| Lady Spelmer.— Ho eaſily do women of 
ſenſe unite with one another how eaſily 
an intimacy is formed between them! 
Lady Spelmer and Lady B inſenſible 
of their rank, acted and ſpoke as freely as 
| if we had been their equals—as if years of 
1 friendſhip had juſtified our eee in 
| each other. | 
* Had nes end a n 
Lane, Charlotte?“ ſaid Lady B——. 
Wins had; but my Lord ror chſng 
accompany me, I would not go.“ 
„Lord! you did not aſſe him. to go 
with you did you P?. 
I did, Emily. I ate I thould be 
more agreeably entertained with him than 
without h hum.” 


9 
* * 
1 #11} Log ; 840 


« « And 
- © — * 7 
4 . 
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« And he refuſed you?“ 

« He ſaid he was engaged at the 
Counteſs of N——'s rout.—On this, I. 
propoſed to break our mutual engage- 
ment and to ſtay at home. He was ſo 
happy with the propoſal, ups that 1 
was delighted to have made it.” ? 

So you will not ſup with me * 

% Nes, with you, Emily, but at my 
bouſe Come, my Lord ge me leave 
for two hours, and they are almoſt ex- 
pired He muſt ſee the acquiſition 1 have 
made. Mrs. Ramſay, you will ſup withus?“ 

My mother begged 0 be excuſed, 
as ſhe had ſome buſineſs, and intended to 
ſet out the next day. To- morrow 
morning,“ added ſhe, I ſhall have the 
honour to take leave of your Ladyſhip. 

4 Since it is ſo,” ſaid Lady B-—, 
« Emily, drive away with your F anny 3 
I'll ſet Mrs. Ramſay down at her lodgings.” 

I embraced my 1 and followed 
9 Spelmer. 
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188 Ramfay,” ſaid Lady Spelmer 
to her Lord, “ is my n for | 
. 1 ſtaid ſo long.“ * 
« No apology, my Lady, 1 thank you 
for having come ſo ſoon.” 98 
If. you indulge my n. my Lord, 
you never ſhall mend them.“ 
„ A Know none in you, dear Charlotte; 
I am the happieſt of huſbands.” “ 
It is not generous to attempt to 
make me a ſober woman to make me 
hate what I like the moſt. — They al- 
ready ſay, in every circle, I have not half 
the ſprightlineſs I had two months ago; 
and wonder at my ordering my chair at 
eleven o'clock, when I uſed to ſit up 
till three in the morning. God God! 
what would they think, ſhould they know 
I prefer a family - ſupper to Lady H=—'s 
revels? Indeed, my Lord, if you go on 
| | 19171,.9 56s Ju 
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at that rate, you will make me ſoon the 
jeſt of the polite world.” HOTELS: 
1 how ſo, dear Charlotte?“ 
Why, my Lorddo not betray me, 
Miſs Ramſay—by making no company 
agreeable to me but yours“ 

Happy Lord Spelmer | joy ſparkled | in 
his ee, 

« Dear, dear Charlotte! 

And he pon ther ente in his 
arms, 5 | 

« What love can 1 repay fuch a pleaſing 
declaration * 

4 1 am glad that ee 
ſees us, ſaid Lady Spelmer with a ſmile. 
« Fie, my Lord, are you not aſhamed ? 
What a ridiculous caricature they would 
draw, had they ſeen you careſſing your 
wife, and me not diſpleaſed with it!“ 

“Be * in the defire of pleaſing 
me.“ 


« How intereſted dons dive: 
. you 
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you wiſh to be happy at the expence of 
my reputation. A woman of my rank 
and ſpitit to love her huſband l Why 
do not you beg of me to leave London, 


country 2 eee 1 ' * N 5 


never Wall deen any thing wiki 
is not agreeable to you!. 
Then, I am afraid, you may propoſe” 
any thing that is agreeable to yourſelf 
How captivating this ſcene ! how much 
to be wiſhed it were not fo rare as it is! 
I ſaw a tear ſtealing down from Lady*' 
Spelmer's eye, when the tranſports of her 
huſband told her how much ſhe was loved 


how much the had reaſon to ee 
him to all the world.“ 


Fanny Rarfay,* ſald 1 to myſelf, 


« thou art a fool. How erroneous the 


judgments thou formeſt l Lady Spelmer 


is a friend to Lady B——,? What con- 
a aa did'ſt thou draw from their in- 


. timacy 2” 


and to live with en a ſolitary life in the 
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timacy ?” It vexed me to remember 
Experience only can enlighten our rea- 
ſon, and eradicate from our minds the 
ſtupid conceits with which ſtupid people 
have fed it. It was only after a ſucceſſion 
of different characters diſplayed before 
me, that I ſubſtituted the creed of truth 
to the creed of error and that I gave 
myſelf, at laſt, an underſtanding proof 
againſt all the ſeductions of vanity and 
folly. - Would youth reflect, and beliere 
thoſe who are converſant in the know- 
ledge of the world, and of the human 
heart, we ſoon ſhould have a generation 
of ſenſible, juſt, and virtuous men and 
women. Ignorance creates credulitya 4 
and credulity is the bane of all the qua- 
lities neceſſary to make us happy - and to 
do honour to the dignity of our nature. 
Lord Spelmer approving of his Lady's 
choice, n in the poſt of her 
friend 
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friend and companions- and an exceeding 
neat and pretty apartment was allotted to 
me, Thither I retired, after having ſpent 
ſuch an agreeable and rational evening, 
as made me heartily rejoice, to live in a 
houſe where it was an honour to think, 
and a diſgrace to waſte time n trifles 
and words. aſt 

I was juſt dreſſed next morning e 


her Ladyſhip came to me. 
Mise Ratnſay, n you like your 
eme nie e x06 


1 have only Yer Wong my _ 


about the means of pleaſing ny and 
deſerving your goodneſs,” 


«© That will not © be a hard I taſk, ter 


Fanny.” 

« Miſs Ramſay” had made me grave; 
the dear Fanny” revived me; I _ 
fully kiſſed her hand. 

I have ordered Miſs Miller, one of my 


waiting-women, to artend upon you only 
when 


he 


CC 
al 


f. 
li 
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when you want her; for I will have you 
be as free in your actions as in your 
thoughts. A ſervant ſhall be always in 
waiting for your commands from no 
body but you ſhall he receive any. I have, 
however, a ſcruple about me, F aa 

And ſhe ſmiled. eo: At 

The footman I intend to Eun you, | 
is rather handſome.—An agreeable object 
conſtantly before you. Will not a young 
and pretty fellow diſconcert 1 _ -of 
a ſober philoſophical life“? Wie. 

« I hope not, my Lady—When fear 
makes us cautious,” a * is of no 
importance.“ Al 

So you will run the addin of a 
temptation? ? | 

% With all my heart, my Lady. ” 

She rung the bell, and in came a tall, 
fair, charmingly- featured and e 
limbed young man. 

Richard, ſaid Lady Sonladers 7 here 


is 


„„ 4 — Ä—— — — — — — — ——_ —— 
- 


IE wa. ot 
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i boar miſtreſs=be mn alte 
——— % 191 30401 3&1 


whirling his hat, ſaid he would pleaſe me, 

' Do'you hear, Fanny; he ſays he will 
bee en 4541 30 ee luc 
1 make no doubt, "ny" Lich, bt. 

honeſt Dick will be as good td 

Her Ladyſhip ordered him Gut, and 


then burſt into laughter. SI [li * 
That man; my Lady, Ras de the 
look char Greates ä 'remptzrion'y®He 1s, I 
am ſure, no food for the feel 


iags ot u de 
lieakk-wdmaatilt 12d 297 ei eee, 


With (os Eire Bgure, 
Fanny, he has the ee a 
ems 


and couintenance I ever beheld. He 


to be one of thoſe creatures Nature forms 


in a hurry; and leaves unfiniſhed, His 
innocent looks do not conceal à miſ- 
chievous heart. I thought him a curioſity 


Richard bluſhed through ſtupidity, and, 


* . 
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worthy of being offered to you. His 
father is a tenant of my Lord's, who took 
that young fellow into his ſervice, to im- 
prove his education, and poliſn his man- 
ners; but, till now, he has not anſwered 
the expectations of his Lordſhip... One 
would think he has not in his breaſt any 


ſeed of the paſſions which Nature, vanity, 
and ambition forcibly inſpire into the men 
of his age. As in your ſervice, | Fanny, 
he will have more leiſure to read and re- 
flect, he may gradually become ſenſible 
of his worth, and of the neceſſity of en- 
lightening his mind, and gracing his de- 
WW portment.—He is yet but ſixteen. —Paf- - 
fon may at once ſpring forth in his heart, 
and render him worthy of my huſband's 
protection. I have ſeen many dunces in 
the prime of life, who, on a ſudden, have 
turned men, of merit. But no more of 
that pretty animal; let us go to breakfaſt 
My Lord d waits N „ ovolge 
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CHAP. Ex. 


THE picture * un ben drawn 
of Richard, and his lovely figure, 
were preſent to my mind,—He had ſaid, 


« he would pleaſe:me.” Thoſe, unmean- . 


ing words in his lips appeared to me ex- 
of his perſon, and the innocence of his 
manners. He was yet a ſtranger to.loye 
to no woman had he yet talked che lan- 
| guage of Nature—V anity, curioſity. My 
mother, luckily, came to divert me from 
thele troubleſome ſentiments, She gaye 
| me the following letter: ne Ai 


| Dear Miſs, Steen bn e bc 

The confuſion 1 was throẘ in, by 
Lady B=—s behaviour, made me act 
like a fool. loved you, and yet did not 
attempt to prevent your living with Lady 
Spelmer! If you eſteem me, be pleaſed to 
"ks let 


al 


311 
let me know when I ſhall, call upon you 
at Mrs. LO" 8. I am, &c. FO 

| * F. 
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“ Never,” nn. 11 66 This 1$ 3 
anſwer, dear mother, I beg you will re- 
turn him, or leave to Mrs. Lindſey. The 
man, who will not read in the mind 
and heart of a young woman, would be 
but a plague to my ſenſibility. Like a 
magician; he can raiſe a ſumptuous ban- 
quet befote me, and then trifles with my 
appetite, by forbidding me to taſte of it. 
This has been his behaviour with Lady 
B—=: This has been the cauſe of his 
miſtake concerning her opinion of him, 

and of the right he preſumes to have of 
defaming her. I have done with him.“ 

My mother promiſed ſhe would return 
from Leiceſter in a fortnight. We parted, 
Let me throw a veil over our adieus. 
The moſt beloved lover could not have 

| LAY made 
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| | N | ow. 4 "447 | 
eee 
Here, Fanny, you may, whenever you OY 


| pleaſe, comfort yourſelf with the ledrning 
| - and wiſdom of the dead for the igno- 
1 rance and ſtupidity of the living.” One 
a4 hour, every morning, we ſhall read to- 
| our party, and explain what our ihexpe- 
= _ rience will not permit us to underſtand, 


1 : : 2 6 excel 
| Another hour we will devote to needle: 
work; and, when the weather - perm mits, 
43 we will either take a turn in the Park, or 
| 


E an airing in the country, In the after- 
noonz when I have company, 1 ſhall beg 
of you to do the honours of the tea-table. 
| hat unneceſſary, fatiguing buſineſs over, 
| you ſhall diſpole of the evening at — 
3 pleaſure. Receive your friends; treat 
| them; they ſhall be welcome. All m 

people are ordered to obey and reſpect yo 


you, 
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| you would adviſe you. debr Fanny, 
to learn French; the excellent books in 
that language, will amply-compenſate for 
the trouble of ſtudying it. Hiſtory, geo- 
graphy, and moral 'phileſophy; ought to 
fill up your leiſure hours: with the help 
of theſe ſciences, dear Fanny, your heart 
will leſs feel the want of pleaſure—be leſs 
ſubſervient to the dictates of Nature. 
Idleneſs is a fatal enemy to virtue. How 
can we triumph over our paſſions, if our 
renſon offers no diverſion againſt them ? 
When a ſoldier is not kept under a ſtrict 
diſcipline, he neglects his duty, is fur- 
priſed by the enemy, or voluntarily de- 
ſerts his colours. A young woman is 
that ſoldiet A perpetual exertion of the 
faculties of her mind, only, can ſupport 
her againſt the art of flatterers, and the 
ſeductions of her fancy.” | 
Though a philoſopher, my Lady; 
you are extremely ſevere in your prin- 
Vo“. II. P ciples. 


a" THE cemLy o rea 


ciples. What l — 0 had 0 ins 
dulgence for the errors of ſenſibility d 


| Would you ſhew no mercy to two lovers, 


who, to make themſelves happy, would 
not wait the permiſſion of a prieſt ?? 
Two ſincere lovers, Fanny, L Would 
forgive Nature and love ennoble and 
juſtify their wanderings. To all ſtrong 
and forcible paſſions I would Hkewiſe 
grant a pardon. But how often does not 


caprice, pride, envy, curioſity, diſpoſe of 


women's virtue? Is not that as much a 


proſtitution of their reaſon, àas à Proſti- 
3 ve of their perſons ? % e eee 
But, my Lady, ſhould fiick" wowen 


TR Wb 


look upon theſe outrages' to Virtue, as : 
duty they ought to pay to Nature! 5 0 


ad 51848921 0 
Such women are very rare, "anny 3 


I doubt whether their exiſtence 13 not 4 
chimera. Many female frec- tlünkets, and 
poſſeſſed of an extraordinary {enlibiliry, 


170 not "_— to Ta Tg N= 
But 
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But none, certainly, would, upon delibe- 
rate reflection, conſider that ſacrifice! 17 
a debt they are obliged to-acquit.” IVE - 
0 Why ſhould not Nature NG 
as forcibly as honour or religion, whoſe. 
authority, under ſome climates, is more 
arbitrary than rational? Nature is every 
where the ſame ; but honour and religion 
vary like the manners, cuſtoms, and lan-: 
guages. “ FF 

The execution of her laws is ſtrongly 
recommended by Nature But ſhe is oft · 
ener the excuſe, than the cauſe of our. 
obedience to her. All the intereſted wo- | 
men, Fanny, are the victims of ayarice 
—Nature has no ſhare in their libertiniſm, 
Add to them the poor and the Yain, who, 
to free themſelves from miſery, or ſup- 
port their extrayagancies, barter, every 
day, their honour for gold, you will fi 


Very few women, who are led 1 11 


a 
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At chat rate, my y Lady, men are ben 
aud to Nature; ſince they charge her 
with our deviations from virtue,” .... 

It is much more convenient for them, 
Fanny, to adopt a general cauſe of our 
foibles, than to feek for the private mo- 
tives that produce them. The error, that 
juftiñes their frailties, will be always more 
agreeable, than the truth that condemns 
them. Nature tells you to drink, but 
not to get drunk To enjoy your ſenſi 


bility, but not to abuſe it.— Her mode- | 


ration is not calculated for ſocial heings, 
Fanny She has hardly any inffuence over 
chem — They are entirely ſwayed by laws, 
opinions, paſſions, and cm er 
ately independent of Her,” — o ged. 
„ The moraliſts pretend we hare: re- 
f Sayed from Nature, a wicked and vicious 
Foul, which ſocial life only, can reſqrm 
50% Their ſentiments, Fanny, ate vf ho 
ware imporance chan th deciſiqns of 


coffee- 


al 
of 
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coffee houſe pohtician. Moraliſts are 
commonly children in the art of reaſon- 
ing; or impoſtors, whoſe intereſt it is ts 
make you believe the groſſrſt abſuttlitles. 
As their exiſtenee is founded wpor out | 
errors, forgive them when they exert all 
their powers to preſerve iti Sheuld what 
they fay be true, Fanny; the viers of ſo 
ciety, added to thoſe of that wickedſoul, 
would produce the moſt. deteſfable' and 
criminal ſet of men that eonld:"pollibly 
exiſt. We are not born wicked, nor 
— — to be fo, There are men 
ſo averſe to profit from their advantages 
over the fools: chat ſurroundꝭ them, thar 
they willingly chuſe to loſe them, rather 
than to be guilty of à breach of honeſty. 
It is from ſoclety; Fanny, chat all thoſe 
wants proceed which, thoügh fictitious, 
and unneceſfaty to our happineſs, are che 
authors of all the crimes, and violations 
of horidur und juſtice, we'fooliflily anti. 

| F y 8 bute 
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böte to the corruption of our nature. Can 
you think it is Nature that induces a Sul- 
tan to ſend a bow-ſtring to a Baſhaw, 
Who, unlackily, has the reputation of 
poſſeſſing an | immenſe treaſure?— That 
induces a man to betray his friend, or to 
calumniate his benefactor? That induces 
huſbands and wives to wiſh for the death 
of each other? That induces courtiers 
to make fools of their princes, or princes, 
fools of their ſubjects? Is it Nature that 
dictates à ſentence to a judge devoted to the 
intereſt of a great man, or to the eaprices 
of a favourite kept miſtreſs? —Is it Na- 
ture, dear F 571 that ſolicits, and deter- 
3 mines at lat, 4 mother to murder her 
child,” that ſhe 1 may preſerve her honour? 
. —Nature ſhudders with horror at he 
thought of ſuch a behaviour.” 
4 "The Dutcheſs Of 5 ſending her 
| name v up, Lady spelmer went to receive 


ber; and 1 retreated to my armen. 
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15 H A P. LI. 91 


, I 
. 


FP Hough. my head was full An my con · 
verſation with Lady Spelmer, tho 
fight of Richard, who was in the anti- 
chamber, put it all to the rout. I re- 


membered nothing but that he was there, 


ard that he was an ee, pretty 
fellow. 


4 This will de do, ſald 1 to myſelf 


And I, went. into my dining- room. 
aſhamed to have beſtowed one thought 


upon him.— That thought, however, re- 
maining in my mind, and threatening t to 
fix i its abode there, in ſpite of reaſon and 
| philoſophy, 1. reſolved to get rid of the 
cauſe of it. bd 1 0 che bell; > Richard 
came. . 

«1 bares no mop. Richard, of 4 con- 
ſtant attendance—keep with the ak 


91 Ti! W II 19 „ Anf 


below —this will give. you. 7 agreeablo 


19 TELQE Um gp 


— 


pation.— 


— — 
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diſſipation, — I vin ring when 1 watt 
| N ene . 8 
. Ba Mo am, it is fo cx olli here 
5 any that before I can come up, ” 
Wi. forget what you want,” 
May 17“ n . Pim 
| ne Nene he isbn 9 1 8 
I vill take care, Richard, — 
ber it. G0 L have at preſent no need 


of vou.“ i 
zun en, eee 
. £14 1) . 1 
Jr an 85 i 
"© Ver well, EY 43i95 tp 10 
And he went away, "We. 31ND 


When he had left the anti chamber, f 
felt my heart more eaſy, Would you, 
young women, remove the principle of a 
pleaſing ſenſation, as readily as you do 
remove that of a painful one, you never 
would en the fatal conſequences of it. / 
ö I A * 


& —— its beginning, — | 
any ſtrength—it yields eaſily. to the dic- 
tates of reaſon If you tenderly cheriſh 
it in your breaſt, you give it a power, 
againſt which you, at laſt, employ i in * 
the weapons of honour and religion. H 
handſome young fellow, eſpecially of that 
turn of innocence which encourages our 
indiſcretions,-ought to be always kept ata 
great diſtance. Such a creature is the more 
dangerous, as we ſeldom, obſerve before 
him the rules of modeſty; and are often 
tempted to try what effect our charms 
may Have upon his benumbed ſenſes. 1E 
that curioſity generally forms our atti- 
tudes, when we are with men of an exqui- 
ſite ſenſibility, what woman will ſilence it, 
when it may be productive of a 1 
triumph for her vanity ? ROM. 6 
Having no occaſion for the; rvjoes of 
Nichard, and the prudence of not: 3 invent- 
ing any, I ſaw him no longer, extept 
P 5 tranſitorily. 
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tranſitorily. And though I ſaw hing ab. 
ways with, pleaſure, that pleaſure being 
unattended with reflections and reveries, 
I ſoon. lived free from the fear with which 
he had inſpired me. Nothing was want« 
ing to my happineſs, but to hear of Ame- 
 lia's marriage. The fortnight was already 
elapſed, when, to my unſpeakable Joy, I 
received the following letter from Mr. 
1 A ee 31 (#99 


4 Lovely Ramſay, JPET 


« « Before you came to Mrs. Poms . 


Amelia was like gold in the ore, of no 
known yalue, till you taught her her 
worth. ' You have reclaimed a coquette, 
and made her ſenſible of her follies! 
You may boaſt the moſt wonderful, mi- 


racle that ever was operated Amelia, re- 


ſtored to her reaſon, was worthy of my 
eſteem—1 have paid the debts of love 
and honour—She 3 is my e 1 gy 


wh 
> 2 
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in the name of her huſband.” I confirm 
the one hundred pounds annuity Amelia: 
promiſed to ſettle upon you. At all times,, 
lovely Ramſay, command your ſincere ad- 

mirer-andfriend; 1/1 60 us Het oh 
Ag SSAR 131 2488 7 che — of * 


LK £4 cn 11. 


« Sai ltr ada Fi 
«: Amelia has ms a neee, Lam 
free.“ (3712, 11 —2 
T bene th Mer news to Lady: 
Spelmer, who rejoiced in the good for- 
tune of Amelia, and eomplimented me: 
vpori*the”"antivity, * That amufty Tre 
ſolved to preſent to my mother, who, with" 
it, would live free from care and buſineſs. 
It Was my pleaſure, as much as ny duty, 


to g upon che remaining 48h, 


Wire": by. 4 Nel LIC 3,448 4 NI DIET 


MM open the paſt Gio 01 | 
my life, united to the ſtudy of the greateſt” 


philoſophers of che age, and t6 my daily 
P 6.  Feonvers- | 


IT am r N un. 


225 


ren wich Lady, . Lady x 


gie Ewe me, by, — intelle&-ſo 
much che rexerſe of what, I had formerly 

poſſeſſed, that I was like a, new, being, 
caming into a new world. From Londen 
to Pekin, from Pekin to Lima, every na- 


tion ; paſſed. in review. before me ſaw 


men actuated every here by the ſame paſ- 
ſions. But as I paſſed from one. climate 
int another, from a deſpotic to an ariſto- 
eratical, or republican government, I ſam 


them differ in their, legiſlative and reli- 
gious creeds, as much as in their many 


dr culloms, colopra. and modes fUr 
ſhip. They all had a re en inſtituted 


by a God, who had conde cended, or did 


fill condeſcend, to come, now and then, 


among them That religion was attended 
by the uſual numerous train of prophets, 


apoſtles, miracles, and martyrs, —And, 


"VS perſon believed | himſelf in in the rise. 
and 


— 
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A his nelghbdny” ih- Ube uren Nr 
from wondering at the variety of the forms 
under which mankind appeared; Fthouglit 
it neceſſary anch indiſpenſible- Why 
ſbould Nature have compoſed but one 
ſpecies of men, when ſhe had (6-maghit 
. ver d. che reſt" of her tent 

tures d- That PTE" | TR rs ed to 
me, the infinite poet Gb! Who, to 
the ſam" lump of matter, could" give 
millions of characters, almoſt à contraſt 
to each other! As the conſe equences r 


Geer Röm dhe euidener ef I ny d 


ferent kinds of men, Who ä — 
an origin peculiar to themſelves, and of 


ſo many different religious ſeats,” which, 


almoſt all 'over the world, were more call 
culated to conſterate the tyranny of the 
princes, and' the ambition of the” prieſts, 


than to contribute to the happiness 61 | 


mankind; were ſometimes extremely bold?” 


[ communicated'my doubts to y koche | 


9268. 7 ho 


— n 9 
— — ̃ ͤ ç'eö Ee HFſ]W . 
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who was then ſeetdedi in AiGinon, undes 
the ſecret committee, for refifying human. 


errors, appointed by Lady Spelmer. 
The deciſions of that committee, and 
my conſtant habit of reflection, could not 


deaden my feelings My ſenſibility could 


not be ſatisfied with arguments It Was 
not in my power to hate the man who; 
offered to my ſenſes the image of the emo · 


tions I felt. Richard, that object of my 


diſdain, had, I knew not how, metamor- 
phoſed himſelf into a graceful Adonis. 


He no longer approached me without the 


looks of ſentiment, and the deſire of pleaſ- 
ing me. Thoſe looks and that deſire va · 


niſhed from his countenance, whenever 


any body interfered bet ueen him and me. 
In ſpite of myſelf, 1 had taken notice of. 


the wondrous alteration in his manners 


and behaviour and been tempted to do 
myſelf the honour of it. Richard Was 

admiratior of the whole family; -who- 
pad eſteemed 
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appeared intitled ta their eſteem NA 
Lord and my Lady were profuſe in their 
praiſes of him And two: of her Lady- 
ſhip's waiting women, who were extremely 


pretty, had already had ſame quarrels up- 


folly, women, will make a difference be- 
tween, Richard and a Lord But, at my 
age, and with my ſenſibility, and with the 
charms with which Nature had graced 


him, he was a God who came before me, 
only to warm my breaſt with the ſenſationz 


of pleaſure. Women of my feelings, are 
like men of genius; their number is ſo 
inconſiderable - their flights ſo much out 
of the common track of vulgar paſſions, 


that their errors cannot be imitative. 


Richard, to the eye of the libertine, 
would have appeared but a handſome 


young man To me, he appeared the 


2 the impreſſion I had made upon 


fo him 
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bim Without it, 1 thought he, would 
have continued to be, at the ſame time, a 
ſpring; of delight and contempt: Con- 
ſidering him as my work, reaſon could 
not prevail over vanity, ſupported by. a | 
real inclination - the more real, as. I had, 
Gfreen- months, ſtruggled ſincerely to ger 
rid of it. Richard was perpetually iu my 
to make himſelf either uſeful or agreeable: 
And his: preſence grew ſo pleaſing, and 
ſeemed to ſignify. ſo little, that he had 

fiſty opportunities to admire charms, 
which would have made any other man 
pant after the enjoyment of then 
Lady B— had read in my heart, and: 
given me advice relative only to the 
conſequences of an intimacy with Richard. 
— Advice ſhe had followed ever ſince ſne 
had taught her, that a rational woman 
| ad concerning her ho- 


7 1 nour, 


/ 


K —_ 
a n 88 ha | Sas. Aa _ — nr 


on =» 


ur ch=L D or Mraz, gag 


nod" comply wich the wore of 
the en eee ee 
Was L armed dukeiench h her che 
ory, to venture my reputation in the arms 
of Richard? Fear helped” my reaſon. 
Did T love Richard? Was I not under 
the ſway. of an illuſion, created by his 
captivating figure? Did not my ſenſes 
command my heart 1 enquired into chat 
heart — and found there a want which was 
an enemy to virtue. The reader will, Jugs 
perhaps, wonder at my, eſteem for virtue, 3 
after having ſhewn ſo great 4 contempt 
for it in my firſt voluptuous excurſions. 
My ſituation was no longer that of the 
poor, ignorant, conceited, and meanly 
vain Fanny Ramſay. — Independency and 
knowledge had made me proud Out ef 
pride I would, if poſſible, perſevere in 
the path of virtue—Thouglh I might con- 
ſider the practice, or the negleck of it, of 
no importance to my happineſs N 2 


L 1 d . *, ; 2. F 


; . . 2 4 3 , * —_— 
"vi MS $433 19, vi 4 F 34% "$3 1 1 22 1 44? 
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Green rh un 
0 E went, for the ſummer 20 to 
Belvoir Caſtle, in Suſſex... The > 


country air is impregnated with loye.— 
The perfume of the flowers ry the green 
ſolitary arbors; ; the tender, languiſhing 


ſong of the birds; the ſoft murmuring 
of a ſpring, which lulls every thoug ht to 
reſt, —The heat of the day—the coolneſs 
of the night,—How. could chaſtity be 


1 119 


made a virtue, when irreliſtible tempta- 


tac 


tions inceſſantly attempt the deſtruction 


It 7710. 
of it! 
zz 

| Whether theſe temptations worked vp- 


[39] 
St 1; : '$ 


on the heart af DL ; warmly y a8 


1 43; 20 14 N 277 4 Br 
they did upon mine, I know not but be © 
had hardly breathed the fatal, corrupted 


air, when his ſighs and behayiour plainly 


declared he adored me. Every, morning, 


he brought me A nolcgay... "Once. 1 was. 
fill in my bed, when he entered my room. 
« For» 
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« F orgive, Madam, l thought you! £ 
were up.“ { 
And he' Ei o the door—then P 
me again. 7.58 
« Did not you call, Madam: 2” jo 
I fmiled. {8 i bs 51 3a 
“Shall I give you 0 this nolegay, Ma- 
dam?“ 77 
4 Do, Richard But no—Lay it upon 
that table.. , 
He would not hear the laſt command 5 
and eame to me. 
How rapturouſly he gazed gong the at ; 
orderof my dreſs !—and, indeed, it was but 
Juſt what a voluptuary would call decent, 
1 feigned not to perceive the confuſion 
be was in— and ſat upon the bed to re. 
ceive the flowers, Richard was too young, 
and too amorous, to wait for my leave to 
pay his homage to my bolom,. whoſe | 
charms I, ſeemed to abandon, to bis 
raptures. F ervent in 8 (ht devotion, he 


would 
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would. ſoon have forced my ſoul to unite 
with his in the praiſes of pleaſure, had 
it not, on ry ſudden, come into my mind, 
that my foible was unworthy of a philo- 
ſopher.— That thought was not rational— 
| yet it gained ſuch an empire over me, 
that it inſtantly cooled my feelings, and 
made me wonder at Richard's Pn 
_ Tuous behaviour. 
What do you mean?” exclainidd I. 
* D not you rely too much on my good- 
nature Leave OE Land very moment 
leave mec 7 10 W509 att dana; 
From the. patience with whieh-Þ had 
s ſuffered his careſſes, to my diſlike of them, - 
the cranſition had been ſo eafy and rapid, 
that, Richard fancied- he had abuſed the 
det fenceleſs tuation I was in — And that 
| to fear and furpriſe, he. had been ſolely 
indebred t for the apparent encouragement 
I had given him. He apologized for his 
condue,p 


50151! 


Jifed, co offend ais 


W 


1 


- 
RN 


price that had preſerved my virtue. 


got, was, as unexpectedly, followed by 
indifference; My heart was as calm, "as 
if the ſpitit of love had never created its 
impulſe T thought of Richard and his 
plea was immediately loſt in the exulta- 
tions of my pride, which fed duxuriouſty 
upon my triumph over him. Was it pof- 


fible 1 had not loved Richard! 1 could 


not believt ĩt. He had been above fifteen en 
months the object of my anxiery.—] 
only had intruded in the midſt of my 
ſtudies in the midſt of my philoſophical 
choughts—in' the midſt of my pleaures. 
—His image had followed me every whet 

and yet a filly reflection had Hon: 
over my ſenſibilicy,' inflamed by his tran 


ports! As this was one of thoſe events 


my weak reaſon could not explain, Fre: 


. lay it, under Rctitious names; 


before 
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left me, amazed ar the exeraordinary ca- ö 


The victory, 1 had de vhiexpettedly 


by 
| E 
* 


3 . 
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before our Iberer cod for tbeir opi⸗ 


nion upon ſuch an . nme whim 


of the human heart. rr 
5 Some days after, Lord Lats "AY 


mer were invited to a ball, at the Duke 


of N——'s. Her Ladyſhip,-who always 
would have me ſhare in her pleaſures, 
took me with her to his Grace's. It ſeems 
as if Fate had, on purpoſe, created for me, 
a ſingularity of events. All the tranſ- 
actions of my life had conſtantly been under 
the influence of original circumſtarices.— 
From Sir George Lendal to Richard, there 
had been an oddity in my principles and 
affections in my defeats and triumph 
and in the mo ad evil that had benen 
i sen vit f WAN öl 
We had Ja come into Ee 
where the company were nee 
a gentleman exclaimed 9111, 
Erank, that is che Lady Thave oken 
to you of—the Lady 1. have locked in 
110940 | van 
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„ain dbech Reed nas bn Oh 
J ſhall die lad; 2A too n 2 


port me -I fain te? 
The loud, ;ndiſcree «exclamation fans 
every et un . ; 


« Are you, Fanny, the object * chat 
exclamation ?” ſaid Lady Spelmer.”'  _ 
„Upon honour, my Lady, I do not 
know who made it — the voice of the man 
Is entirely unknown to me. 
As the laſt words of the gentleman had 
really been followed by a ſwoon; and the 
throng about him was very conſiderable, 
it was but a few minutes after, when he was 
conveyed. into another apartment, that 1 
knew him to be Sir Henry Fentam, Wwhom 
had ſo particularly diſtinguiſhed, the firſt: 
time I had been at the opera. The plea+ 
ſure of ſeeing me, made ſo violent an im- 
preſſion upon his ſpirits, that they: forcibly 
ſunk; and he Was. carried away, almoſt 
inanimate, in the arms of his ſriends 
The 


7 Kid he to me. have ſecured the dif 
etrtion of Sit Henry's: Friends. De the 
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| Tho Gl of dent wa rad el. 


ee. [ Gab N 7.068 + 


«] know Fae ee a 1 6 


| Lady Spelmer-=< I wiſh I had not come 


here !—This is a ann 20. 


» = * 
n 
4 4 nf ot bt TIEN 75 NA. 


* The ene de benen fob fri 


; Henry, vas not adequate to their deſire 

of knowing me. Curioſity in women will 

always get the better of ſentiment. Had 

not their reſpect for Lady Spe imer forced 

tem to be diſereet, their fooliſh tongues 

would, certainly, have plagued me, with 
a thouſand impertinent queſtions- 


W E 


Nene to us. 4 


| 6 Betray no concern; dat Nainky | 


eonſequences what they will, either they 
will turn to your advintige, or no body 
mall poſitively affirm” you are the cauſe 
1 A i of 


Aud xt 20 {1 X 
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of Ma -vnlels! you. prefer  imodelif; 


the reputation of having brought Jour 
lover to the graßfe s i hay 


What! my Lord, are there po hopes 
of him det 7.18501 yep men * boots 


His Grace's phyſician Pobtchale“ he 
cannot live three hours longer —An exceſs 
of joy has given his heart a mortal con- 


traction, which it is not in the power of | 
art to cure. ares any eſteem for is 


him d. i 51 "70 W aue ian 


ni 4 beyer en bot once Never 


have I; exchanged" one word with Sir 


Henry's 8, 25 terricht 


« Amazing, upon my bonebr le ex- 
Qainied his Lordſhip. |< Sir Heory's paſ- 


fion confounds my reaſon—He ſaw ye 


yet he loves you to that degree, as not 


to be able to enjoy, calmly; the Pleaſure 


Vol, II. bo Q | paſſion” | 


oe 


ww vun et, or ware, 


paſſiam as 1 ever heard men 
be Paule Sen 25 eee 
His Grace begged leave 6. the com- 
pany to put off the entertainment to ano- 
ther day, as Sir Henry Fentam lay at the 
point of death in his houſe. That intel. 
ligence threw the whole OR into the 
utmoſt confuſion 725 751 N 
* At 3 dea. i Age 
univerſalI am ſorry to ſay it—it did not 

ſo much proceed from humanity, from an 
intereſt in the ſituation of Sir Henry, ag 
from the vs WAH of a Ws _ 
vourite entertainment. 
1 How ieh — Sit Ss 
taken ill?“ A, IS AGE 3 PG HE: 
os Why ſhould! his illneſs diſturb our 
pleafures? I had a better opinion of the 
Duke's politeneſs and gallantty. T“ 
- 249i head to fee che unfeeling 
0 — wretches, 


= ce ©, 23! 


* 
jog Bn 
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369. 
vretches, who had betrayed their want of , 
pity and decency—T wo young coquettes 
—lndignation , was. in my looks--They - 
were too bold to be.awed with that. ſenti, 
ment —Inſtead of a bluſh, rhey nds it 
with peals of laughter. DA 263-24 
While the company ee 
cheir carriages, the Duke took my Lady 
and me into a drawing-room, here we 
found her Lord, and two gentlemen, with 
venture!” faid Lord F. Sir Henry 
Fentam, our intimate friend, was looking 
all over the world for you; Miſs, when, 
at the ſame time, we were almoſt every 
day in your companyiat Lord Spelmer's. 
Every hour we ſpent: with him, he was 
perpetually talking of you, and deſcribing 
your perſon z. yet it never came into our 
minds that you were the woman he loved. 
| = We Mr. 


7 Mr. tha; who was at the opera ith 

you; did ungenerouſly deceive him—he 
gave him a falſe name, and a falſe direc- 
tion — and, when, after a fruitleſs enquiry, 
Sir Henry applied to him again, Mr. 
R—— had the meanneſs to tell him ydu 
were gone to the Eaſt Indies. We tried 
every art to make him forget you 
image, lovely Mifs Ramſay, was too 
deeply rooted in his heart.—It was with 
the greateſt difficulty we could prevent 
his following you to the Eaſt Indies. — 
Had you known him, you would have 
done juſtice to his merit He has every 
virtue, every quality, that can captivate 
the heart, and ſeduce the reaſon of a 
ſenſible woman. Tour preſence; at the 
moment he had loſt all hopes of ever ſee- 
ing you, overpowered his frame — He 
ſunk under the load of an intolerable joy 
Hie beaches yer! _ knows he has not 

Df x | long 
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jong 10 live. Unfortunate Sit Henty! 
how deplorable his fate — He dies, when 
fortune ſeetns to repent her injaſtice, and 
willing. to malte him happy 7, 

Though my inclination for Sit Henry 


Fentam had been but momentary, 1 re. 
membered he had been the peculiat ob- 


ject of my attention. The peculiar cauſe 
of my diſlike to Mr. R; that he had 
often and often given the impulſe to my 
heatt.— The pathetit ſpecch of - Lord 
P. — revivitg the paſt in my memory, 
could not help ſhedding ſome tears. 
How precious thoſe tears?” ekclaimed 
Lord pP. He ſhall know you have 
pitied his fate It will be a comfort to 


his agonizing ſoul, to know vou have = 
ſhed a tear over! kim. Step; my dear 
M to Sir Henry Tell him the ſor- 
row of Mis Ramſay Tell him- ſhes 
en che reſolution he has forme 

b Q 3 Tou 
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Won an dhe ibought of bis laſtimomenis, 
| toyely, Ramſay.—Sir Henry is actually 
making a Will in your favour / 
uo In my favour, my Lord! Sir Henry 
daes nt know me. —I will not accept of 
Mu which cannot be mine without 
Muſtice—wihout injuring the. Jawful 
heirs to it. Of ſuch. favours, my Lord, 
I haye no need.? 9 been 
„Such fayours, Mis, Sir Henry may 
Slant without injuſtice z, he has à con- 
aderable perſonal;eſtate, which he can dif 
poſe of at his pleaſure, and which his 
Gree my a 5 my Tannen or 
Yourſelf”. 8 188: Sennen 
Has he no poor relations? 2, 1111c.s 
| The duke turned upon his heels, ſurug · 
2 hola, with an ait that cn 
bed O! the fool. the fool I 1,7 (6) 
Ae eee aa 4 Fl 


n d L minutes. 
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winden. kt -- Men D 
What have you done with your good 
ſenſe; Fanny ? ſaid Lady gpelmer; you 
know; the world, and yet dare to refuſe 
ten thouſand a year! Do - you hope to 
deſerve the eſteem of the public, and of 
Sir Henry's poor relations, by your dis. 
intereſtedneſs.? Such a blunder _ "= 
vo en ſagacity fe! 

Will che caprice of Sir ee 
Li oblige ſeveral families to curſe 
him and me? leg oy 755 40 3! SY 

„Will their curſes plague tim: hen 
he is dead, or deprive you of your taſte, 
knowledge, ſenſibility, and happineſs, 
whilſt you are living? What man or 
woman is not every day the object of an 
enemy's. curſe ? The poor, Fanny, will 
always curſe. people in proſperity, he they 
ever ſp . and Jatictanlens 
2 | Cu. 
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Curſes. are the conſolation, of the, vulgar 
as ſlander is the confolation of the wamen 
who: are not fayoured with beauty. With 
the fortune of Sir Henty, you will haye 
it in your power to do good to his poor 
relations, if there be any -and to. give a 
nn nen 0 your. diſpo · 
Kirion, 4s *. If n 2 tr 5E Jie 

Riches may corrupt my heart, and 
make me inſenſible of another's railery,— 
Did I think they would! have that elle 
upon me, I would "rather paſs publickly 
es a fool, than be deprived of the eſteem 
of myſeif. The hope of making a good 
oſd df Sir Henry's fortune, ſelences all my 
feriiples; my Lord, & faid I to Lo Pons 
As I admire your condeſten fcenfion ar 
ered" Eord Pa, with à fafile chat 
wid" not ſpeik tie patiegytic of my can 
our It a8 1 2 you, 
ie not 


rr CHILD or NATURE, 345 
not to refoſe a preſent wie ten n thouſand 


a year.” M33, L0O.[1C3 Th 11 2 a 


0 1 have A affeRtation * my manners 


wg eee 


rice} it Gch no baer paſſion chan that | 
of being eſteemed by men of your merit. 


I ſincerely wiſn I were not the object of 


Sir Henry's Iiberality. |, | ng. 
| Uponmydefreofpleatngyou; Reader! 


1 ebene m eee em 
Forgive, Madam, fd 16d 
In the world we ſee ſo little of your de- 


licacy of ſentiments, chat I did not het 
ſitate to think you were an hypocrite, 
How happy would my friend have been 


with a woman of your character l. Vo 


were horn for each other But Fate has 


ordered ĩt otherwiſe. e muſt die/ 
+ But,.my Lord, ſince Sir Henry loves 
me, why did he not deſire to ſee me? 
A is becauſe he. loves yoo,” that che 
feared 


- vun wur bor *r ont 


red your preſetive bud deprive him 
hy the little ſtrength of which he is ſtill 
poſſeſſed: Love made him prudent—He 
would feſt ſecure you his fortune. When 
Nig walt is made en. "you. N 
comes.” 7 50 ft Oe ent WL 
Henr: Mund i vill and pot 
it in the hands of his Grate WHOtn, with 
you and me, he has named his enecutor. 
—His ſtrength diminiſhes conſiderably 
Though he has a perfect knowledge of 
what he does, he can hardly ſpeak. We 
have no time to loſe.— Sir Henry waits 
impatiently for Miſs Ramſay— Have _ 
nen intenrien? :: ga e 
No- But I will this very minute. bie 
Niem Sir Henry will die with the name 
of your huſband—with that name he will 
not fear death — For his ſake, as much as 
for your own, conſent to become his wife 
hat character will confirm your title 
il . to 


to i ads dia not A Wa 
your benefactox. leave this life with for» | 


93 


| 
I. leaning yppr:the boſon of her Lady- 


| ſhip, 80 what ſhalkl do?” * 11 GAs 91 N Noe 


ge juſt and humane, dear Fanny 


15 ſay no more. bus z Heüddt al n 
Vou have ſaid enough. — Gentlemen, 
N | will alem pen h. e es 
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row, Come, the time is precious 
„Om Lad. my Lady exclaimed 
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ieee 5 N 
e e «1 apa 


be . foe ce in 91. 415 JU. int as. Win 
„Eader, give me leave not to de- 
* ſeribe ee eee 


without love for Sir Henry; pity and 


gratitude made me ſnate in the 'wretched- 
neſs of his ſituation.— See him upon his 
death-bed, eee 
beautiful roſe blaſted by an envious 


Joy gliſtened in his eyes at the ight of 


me—he would ſpeak, but death was near 
trembling hand, and pronounce the Yes, 
that made him my 122 — an 
hour after, I was a widow. __ 

My grief for the death of an huſband, 
with whom IJ had not been acquainted, 
could neither be violent nor laſting 
Had I even ſhown any, beyond what the 
decorum of my ſituation. obliged me to 


| affect, the world would have juſtly chal- 
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lengell y ſincerity. — did not chufe to. 
put them to that trouble. Tbe Duke of 


N, and the too other executors, put | 
me in poſſeſſion of Sir Henrys eltates | 
and I had. the ſingular bappineſs of finds 
ing no relations of. that gentleman, who 
could, rationally, envy. my reference he 
had given me over the. 
tempt me to launch into the ocean of [diſs 
ſipation and folly, —I grew ſtill more fond 
and of the ſociety of my former friends. 
My mother and ſiſter lived with. me— The 
latter had ſo happily profited bythe i n= 
ſtructions of her maſters, that there were 
few accompliſhments, either agreeable or 
uſeful, wich which ſhe was not graced. 
Her merit captivated the honourable. Mr. 
M——; ſhe ſeemed equally ſenſible of 
his good qualities A few words from 
each of the lovers, wie me the mutual | 
Vor. It, IE” eſteem 
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tes they: had one for . 
ente -to, their happineſs. Newer was" 
marriage more happy—Fornied by eye l 
pou to them, after twelve years of eiche 
went, a Jpring of the moſt rational de- 
lebe. | (1036 25808 ont * * : 
By the moſt unaccountable evolts, 1 
found myſelf, before 1 was yet Fele 
years old, a maid, wife, and widow! To. 
theſe characters I may add that of philo: 
_ fopher—That of an enemy to pride and 
 Kartety—Thar of a friend to men of ge⸗ : 
nius and merit. What an alteration had 1 
fortune ſucceſſively made in my mind, in 
m heart, in my circumſtances — 
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Reader! regulated by rie „it 
came the ſlave of my reaſon,” « pt 
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